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Lockerbie decision expected Sunday 

TUNIS (R) — A lawyer advising two Libyans accused to die 
u wrtnc a ircraft bombing said he will announce on Sunday the result 

* tbc,h 5urrend * rin 8 for trial in 

iJJJ iST^SM 1 whai a bcttcr f rom die legal point of 
5^.452“ k"*!? !brai0,n U * weU «*»' Reweis by telephone from 
Tlnpob. Tbeyjire tbe masters of the decision.... I hope there will be 
positive steps. Mr. Legwell, head of an intematkmal defence team, 

JSS^SlJSu^ ** ^rs advised the suspects to go to 
Scot land for trial. We presented them our advice and we heard their 
ramaite. We are now trying to crystallise that. We will make our 
condnstons public on Sunday," he said. The Libyans are accused of 
*“2™* over «*« Scottish village of Lockerbie in 
*V eCCn l ber A ■ I ^ ng 270 POOP* 6 - ’n» Libyan government says the 
«p*etSjAbdul Basel Ah Mohammad A1 Megrahi and A1 Amin 
Kbalira Fhimafi, are free to stand trial in Scotland if they wish. It has 
refused to set a date for their surrender. 
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Little progress in Iraqi _ y.n, 

MANAMA (AFP) — Talks between Iraq and the t an 

long-term weapon monitoring ^ S 

end in sight to the mteraaoonal embargo, U.N dfearnurntfif shUf 
RoH Ekeus has said. Sp^mg in Bahrain late’ Frt^fo&Bg » 
week-tong mission to Baghdad, Mr. Ekeus said “we math; hardly any 
progress in talks with the Iraqi government aimed at securing a deal 
on long-term weapons monitoring. The Swedish diplomat said Iraq 
has stiR not acknowledged U.N. Security Council Resolution 715, 
which sets down the conditions for long-term weapons monitoring. "It 
is srill an important point which is threatening any progress," said Mr. 
Ekeus, who heads the U.N. Sped a] Commission on Iraq (UNSCOM). 
"We cannot cany out our inspections in a fair and correct way” unless 
Baghdad accepts the resolution, he said. "My feeling is that they wOI 
not recognise this resolution (715), which they consider a very heavy 
load on them, unless they have assurances that tbe embargo will be 
lifted,” he added. 
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: PLO denies purge 

• ■ following plot 

TUNIS (AFP) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) on Saturday denied re- 
ports that it was conducting a 
. purge of its internal security 
service following the discovery 
of a plot within its ranks to loll 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 
Hakam Balawi, the PLO’s rep- 
resentative in Tunis, told AFP 
that the reports were “totally 
untrue." The "allegations of 
' arrests (of security men) and 
/ plots can only come from the 
; imagination of those who want 
to sow discord and doubt," he 
said. Palestinian sources said 
Friday that the PLO was con- 
• ducting a purge of its internal 

security forces amid dissent ab- 
- . out peace with Israel, and tbe 
-- V discovery of an assassination 
- plot against Mr. Arafat (see 

v page M). 

m ‘y Turks hit rebel 
Kurds Inside Iraq 

. ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
army commandos backed by 
warplanes attacked separatist 
Kuraish guerrillas inside north- 
ern Iraq for a second day 
Saturday, a military official 
' said. "Air and land elements of 
tbe Turkish armed forces are 
.... presently engaged in a cross- 
border operation,” the official 
told Reuters. The Cumhuriyet 
newspaper said 2,000 army 
commandos crossed the border 
south of Hakkari province 
hunting separatist Knrdish 
Labour Party (PKK) guerril- 
las. The official did not say 
bow long tbe operation would 
-• last “Apparently intelligence' 
reports have shown a (rebel) 
concentration in the region," 
be added. 

= e 3? ;:! Astf Nawaz was 

v - •** •"“" ‘poisoned 1 

v ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Pre- 
. j liminary autopsy reports by 
: ' foreign experts suggest army 
- chief General Asif Nawaz was 
poisoned to death in January, a 
lawyer representing the gener- 
al's widow said Saturday. Che- 
• ' • urical analysis of $>eciineiis 
- from Gen. Nawaz’ body 
•_ showed the presence of 67 per 
cent arsenic in his body, barris-, 

• ter Sbehzad Jehanqir was 
quoted by the Nation newspap- 
. . er as saying. Nonnal arsemc. 

levels m a body did not exceed 
0.03 per cent, Mr. Jehanqir 
said. Gen. Nawaz’ body was 
intact at tbe time of exhuma- 
tion because the arsenic stop- 
*-• ped it decomposing, according 
to doctor John Clark, one of 
.. i“ tbe foreign experts who con- 
ducted .the autopsy, Jehanqir 
said. The final autopsy reports 
win be submitted to the Pakis- 
tani authorities by October 16, 
he said, and the names of those 
involved in the murder would 
be nrak public soon after. The 
~ general’s death, attributed offi- 
.1 dally to a heart attack, became 

a political issue when Nuzhal 
. ' Nawaz, the general’s widow,, 
blamed members of former 
Premier Nawaz Sharif’s goy- 
■ erpment for her husband’s 
death.. 

Kuwait; Iraqis 
T fired at post 

KUWAIT (AP) — Iraqi forces 
have fired on one of the emi- 
rate’s border posts, tbe second 
flttufir in less than two weeks, 
Kuwait claimed Saturday. An 
Interior Ministry official, who 
spoke on condition of ano nym- , 
ity, told die Associated Press 
that the Iraqis raked the Al 
Azntiyah post with machine t 
gun fire for 20 minutes Thurs- 
day night. He reported no 
eq j pu qhiw; and ssw Kuwaitis 
returned the fire- The ***3“ 
continued sporadic firing m the 
area throughout the night, he 
said. Kuwait repented a snrnlar 
roddent at the Umm Sudair 
Sept. 27 to the United 
Nations Iraq-Knwait Observa- 
:• tion Mission. 

Kuwait to sell 
!■ Iraqi left-behinds 

KUWAIT CITY — Kuwait 
l- plaits to sell mUitaiy eqtnp- 
j; ment and munitions left by 
, occupying Iraqi forces, its 
army dnetaf-staff said in an 
interview published Saturday. 

* General Ali A! Momen tokj 
the Kuwaiti daily A1 Rai A1 
Am that the Defence Ministry 

was sotting throngb “hundr^ 

of tonnes of munition for 
eventual sale 
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Two Israeli hikers 
killed near Jericho 


Combined agency dispatches 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
-7- Unknown assailants be-, 
lieved to be Palestinians shot 
dead two Israelis near Jericho 
on the occupied West Bank 
Saturday, military sources 
said. 

Tbe two were hiking at Wadi 
Qelt, just west of Jericho and, 
some 20 kilometres from Jeru- 
salem, when unidentified 
attackers opened fire on them, 
reports said. 

The attackers fled after the 
incident. 

Wadi Qeft is, a river bed in 
die desert that begins near 
Jerusalem and runs through 
Jericho about 40 . kilometres 
away. 

An army doctor at Wadi 
Qeft said at least two Israelis 
were shot and stabbed to 
death. 

The assailants stole a car and 
escaped towards the West 
Bank town of Ramallah with 
the army in pursuit, security 
sources said. 

A Renter photographer in 
Wadi Qelt said a helicopter 
carried rescue workers to the 
area before dusk. They had to 
hike deep into die valley and 
after several hours had still not 
retrieved the bodies. As night 
fell, the army lit up tbe sky 
Vith flares and spotlights- 


Military censors delayed this 
report for several hours. 

The Israeli army said in an 
initial report: 

’Two residents whose iden- 
tities have not been established 
were murdered today at 2:30 
p.m. while they were hiking in 
the Wadi Qelt area. 

“A guide from the nature 
authority hiking in the area 
reported it to security forces. 
The Israeli army and police 
closed the area and began 
widespread searches.” 

Israeli security sources said 
they believed the attack was 
carried out by opponents of the 
Gaza-Jericho first agreement 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Oraanisation 
(PLO). 

The agreement gives Palesti- 
nians limited self-rule starting 
in die Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

Several Palestinian factions 
oppose tbe agreement which 
. they view as a sell-out. 

Sources said Israeli intelli- 
gence had received informa- 
tion over the past few weeks 
that militants were plannin g a 
major attack near Jericho to 
demonstr a te their opposition. 

Tbe stark beauty of Wadi 
Qelt — a river oasis running 
through the desert with monas- 
teries built into stone mountain 
faces — draws many Israeli 
and foreign visitors mdudmE 
organised tours by tbe Israeli 


Society for the Preservation of 
Nature. 

. The two apparently were the 
first two civilian victims of 
Palestinian violence since tbe 
signing of the Israel-PLO 
accord. 

PLO chief Yasser Arafat has 
pledged to stop attacks on 
Israelis, but militant opponents 
of the peace agreement have 
vowed to step up the violence. 

The killings came only hours 
after a PLO faction claimed 
responsibility for an attempted 
sea infiltration into Israel. A 
guerrilla riding jet skis was 
killed off Lebanon (see story 
below). 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas claimed re- 
sponsibility for three suicide 
attacks in tbe occupied tern-' 
tones since tbe accord was 
signed, and for the lulling of an 
Israeli in Tel Aviv on Sept. 24. 

In the latest attack on Oct. 
4, which was also claimed by 
the Islamic Jihad, a Pal estinian 
blew himself to pieces and 
wounded 30 Israelis when he 
rammed his car-bomb into a 
bus. 

Saturday's attak took place 
just four Jays before autonomy 
officially starts to be im-. 
piemen ted, with two PLO- 
Israeli committees due to meet 
in Egypt We dn esday (see page 
10 ). 


Israelis foil PFLP sea-borne 
attack by high-speed jet skis 


t one guerrilla, a Sy- 
killed in the failed^ 


Combined agency dispatches 

NAQOURA, Lebanon 
Israeli gunboats thwarted a 
daring raid on northern Israel 
Saturday by blowing Arab 
guerrillas mounted on high- 
speed water scooters out of the 
sea- 

At least 
nan, was 
pre-dawn raid attempt, accord-' 
mg to statements released by 
the Israeli army and the Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP). 

However, U-N- officers at 
an observation post in South' 
Lebanon’s border village of 
Naqoura said they saw Israelis 
pull the bodies of two guerril- 
las and some debris from the 
water at 9:10 a.m. (0710 
GMT). 

Dr. George Habash’s PFLP 
claimed responsibility for tbe 
attempted raid designed to 
protest tbe Israel-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
peace accord. 


It said its three-man squad 
landed on the Israeli coast “af- 
ter penetrating all enemy 
fines" -and clashed with an 
Israeli army patrol near the 
northern resort town of Nahar- 
aya. - 

A statement, released in the 
sou thern provincial capital of 
Sidon, said tbe attack was 
launched to “underline the 
Palestinian people's deter- 
mination to maintain 'the 
armed straggle until our right 
to statehood and self- 
determination is achieved.” 

Israel Television on Satur- 
day showed footage of how the 
navy patrol boat fired on the 
guerrilla and he fell into the 
water. More shots on tbe boat 
followed. 

Tbe sequence was filmed as 
part of a new night vision 
equipment mounted on the 
patrol boat that enabled tbe 
navy to spot the guerrilla, 
Israel army radio reported. 

Israeli gunboats were seen 
patrolling the Mediterranean 


off the South Lebanese coast 
throughout the day, apparently 
in search of further guerrilla 
bodies. 

An Israeli military spokes- 
man said a Dabnr gunboat of 
the Israeli navy spotted a skier 
off the Lebanese coast and 
beading for an Israeli beach. It 
opened fire,- destroying the jet 
ski and probably killing the 
guerrilla. 

Lebanese security sources 
said two Israeli gunboats killed 
two guerrillas on jet skis, the 
marine equivalent of powerful 
motorbikes, about two off Ras 
Naqoura, the cape where the 
Israeli and Lebanese borders 
meet. 

The jet skis were loaded 
with Kalashnikov rifles, pis- 
tols, hand grenades, -knives 
and ammunition, they added. 

The Lebanese sources saSd 
the Israelis recovered the two 
bodies and the two boats but 
the Israeli spokesman said he 
could not say for certain that 
even one guerrilla was kjUed. 


Aideed proposes truce, 
breaking Somali deadlock 


Combined agency dinpatrhra 

MQGADISHU — Fugitive 
warlord Mohammad Farab 
Aideed said Saturday be was 
ready for a ceasefire and dia- 
logue to find a peaceful settle- 
ment to tbe conflict in Somalia. 

In a broadcast on bis rebel 
radio station. General Aideed 
said bis movement, the Somali 
National Alliance (SNA), 
agr eed to end the conflict with 
U.S. forces and wanted to find 
a “just and peaceful” settle- 
ment of tbe political differ- 
ences between tbe two sides. 

President Bill Clinton’s spe- 
cial envoy, Robert Oakley, 
flew to the Horn of Africa 
earlier in tbe day carrying a 
similar proposal. 

Gen. Aideed, speaking over 
a hidden radio station, said he 
was proposing “a total cease- 
fire, not to attack tbe U.S. and 
U.N. forces” and wanted 
American and U.N. forces to 
stop attacks in return. 

The turnaround in American - 
policy was pro m pted by a bat- 
tle five nights ago in which 
Gen. Ai deed’s rag-tag militia 
killed at least 15 U.S. soldiers 


and cai 
The 


at least one. 
shattered public 


confidence in America's Soma- 
li mission, which was launched 
last December to protect 
famine relief supplies from 
civil war looting but has turned 
into a guerrilla war with Gen. 
Aideed fought under tbe Blue 
U.N. flag. 

Mr. Clinton, while sending 
another 5,300 soldiers and nine 
warships to Somalia, promised 
this week to have the troops 
out by March 31. 

Gen. Aideed, whose dan- 
based militia controls south 
Mogadishu and has dashed 
with the U.N. almost daily for 
months, was the rebel genera] 
largely responsible for tbe 
overthrow of dictator Moham- 
mad Siad Bane in 1991. 

He expected to become 
president but dan rivalries 
{dunged the country into chao- 
tic dvil war. 

He has been m hiding since 
June, when the U.N. accused 
him of ordering a massacre of 
24 Pakistani peacekeepers. 

Candling him and his top 
aides had become the focus of 
U.N. operations in Moga- 
dishu. including lightening 
raids on suspected hideouts by 
American helicopter assault 
troops. 


One such raid led to the 
costly Sunday evenmg-Monday 
morning battle in the capital's 
Bakhara market. 

"The SNA is proposing a 
total ceasefire, not to attack 
the U.S. and U.N. forces,” 
Gen. Aideed said in his brief 
broadcast. 

“We also propose the U.S, 
government and U.N. stop any 
attacks and any of the terroris- 
ing of the Somali republic." 

He said his militia would 
accept ah investigation into the 
killing of the Pakistani 
peacekeepers on June 5. He 
sent condolences to the fami- 
lies of Somalis and U.N. 
peacekeepers killed in fighting. 

Somalis should settle their 
own affairs, he said, ending his 
speech with the words: "Puce, 
justice, progress.” 

Mr. Oakley, a former 
Ambassador who was 
Washington’s special envoy to 
Somalia before tbe U.N. took 
command of the mission in 
May, arrived in Addis Ababa, 
the capital of neighbouring 
Ethiopia, on Saturday. 

- Diplomats said Mr. Clinton 
had sent him to ask Ethiopian 
President Meles Zenawi to 
mediate an end to the crisis. 



CROSSING PATHS: Benazir Bhutto’s 
Nawaz Sharif's motorcades cross during their 
respec ti ve «pa»gi»« for the prov in cial e l ection, 
fa Lahore Saturday. Both former pre mier s drove 


station to polling station fa a 
bid to win crucial provincial elections 
in the Punjab. Vote counting starts late Saturday 
Sand results wan expected Sunday (AFP photo) 


PCC expected to produce 
new ‘authority ’for self-rule 

Israeli rejection of provisional government, 
Palestinian insistence on polls lead to. new body 


■ By Lamis K.Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A top-level 
Palestinian body incorporat- 
ing members from the Pales- 
tine liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and representatives 
from tbe occupied territories 
will be formed to supervise 
negotiations with Israel and 
the process of transfer of 
responsibilities from the 
Israeli administration to the 
Palestinians, according to 
Palestinian officials in Tunis 
and Amman. 

The “Palestinian author- 
ity,” as tbe new body will be 
called, will effectively be the 
new joint Palestinian lead- 
ership that serves as a link 
between Palestinians in the 
territories and the diaspora 
without dissolving the PLO 
throughout the interim five- 
year self-rule period. 

The Palestinian “author- 
ity" will serve as the higher 
source of reference for the 
Palestinian council, sche- 
duled to be elected by July, 
and the' Palestinians in the 
diaspora. 

PLO officials in Amman 
and Tunis said tbe authority 
will guarantee that the auton- 
omy . arrangements will not 
divide the Palestinians inside 
’the occupied territories from 
jhe Palestinians in tbe di- ■ 
aspora and will ensure the 
continuation of the struggle 
for the attainment of all the 
national Palestinian rights 
that are not addressed in tbe 
Israel-PLO accord. 

“It will provide the neces- 
sary physical linkage as well 


as tiie necessary historical 
link of the different stages of 
tbe straggle,” a Palestinian 
official said. 

The concept of a new high- 
er authority is the first of a 
series of changes that the 
PLO will embrace to face the 
new era heralded by the 
Israel-PLO accord on limited 
Palestinian autonomy. 

The idea of forming a joint 
higher authority prevailed af- 
ter PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat’s proposal to set up a 
provisional Palestinian gov- 
. ernment . was practically 
turned down by the U.S. and 
Israel, tbe officials said. 

“The Americans, the 
Israelis and other parties in- 
volved did not support the 
idea of a provisional Palesti- 
nian government,” said a 
PLO official who has been 
attending the meetings in 
Tunis. 

The idea of a provisional 
government has been strong- 
ly promoted by Mr. Arafat 
but has been dismissed by 
other officials for fear that it 
implied tbe postponement or 
putting off elections for a 
Palestinian autonomy council 
that should be held by next 
July in accordance with tbe 
Israel-PLO accord. 

“Tbe discussions have 
been focused on the Palesti- 
nian authority rather than on 
the provisional government 
which was not favoured by 
many, especially representa- 
tives of the Palestinians from, 
inside the territories,’* said 
one offidaL 

Mr. Arafat is believed to 
have been seeking the forma- 


tion of a provisional govern- 
ment to lay tbe basis for a 
future leadership for a 
Palestinian state and to assert 
his control throughout the 
interim period. 

But some representatives 
from the*occupjed territories 
feared that it ..would lead to 
‘the assertion of the control of 
“outside over the inside” at 
* the expense of broader and 
•equal power-sharing. 

- These concerns were rein- 
forced as some of Mr. Ara- 
fat’s dose confidants started 
floating the idea of postpon- 
ing or cancelling the elections 
during tbe interim period. 

“That would have been a 
real blow to building a 
genuine national authority in 
the future Palestinian enti- 
ty,” said a prominent Palesti- 
nian from the occupied terri- 
tories on condition of anony- 
mity. 

There were also sugges- 
tions that the PLO Executive 
Committee remains the au- 
thority in charge of the 
Palestinian autonomy during 
tiie interim period, or as a 
higher body to chart guide- 
lines for the elected Palesti- 
nian council. These sugges- 
tions were later dismissed in 
favour of a Palestinian au- 
thority. 

An official endorsement of 
the concept of the authority is 
expected to be announced in 
Tbnis after a meeting Sunday 
of the Palestine National 
Council, but tbe members of 
the proposed body will be 
dedded in farther discus- 
sions. 


70% of exporters’ profits exempted 
from tax; JPMC signs $119m deal 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The government on Satur- 
day decided to exempt to 70 per cent of 
exporters’ net profits from income tax, the- 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, reported. 

Petra said the Cabinet decision was meant as 
a new incentive for exporters. 

fri an interview with Jordan Television, Minis- 
ter of Finance Sami Gam mo said the exemption 
would encourage investors and boost tbe King- 
dom’s foreign currency earnings. 

He said although the move would reduce the 
treasury’s earnings from income tax it would 
nevertheless have positive results in terms of 
foreign exchange. He said that by encouraging 
investment, the move would help reduce unem- 
ployment. 

The Cabinet decision, Petra said, did not 
apply to fertiliser, phosphate or potash exports. 
It also excluded exports based on commercial 
protocols or payment of foreign loans. 


In a related development, the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company (JPMC) signed a S119 
million deal with Indian and French companies 
to set a 220,000-tonne phosphoric add plant at 
Shidiya, Petra reported. 

It quoted the company's director general, 
Sameh Madani, as saying the plant would use 
800,000 tonnes of rock phosphates and that the 
contract with the Indian and French companies 
would last for 10 years during which the 
manufacturers would buy the Jordanian phos- 
phate at prevaflmg market prices in India. 

Mr. Madani said the project would be fi- 
nanced by a consortium of international, Euro- 
pean and French banks led by the Arab Bank. 
He said the loans will total S95 million. 

Mr. Madani said the {riant will start produc- 
tion in 1996 and expected to earn Jordan S70 
million annually as of tbe third year of produc- 
tion. He said the project will provide 350 ii 
opportunities. 


job 


Jordan 


rejects 
Israeli 
ruling on 
Haram 
ALSharif 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
Saturday strongly denounced 
an Israeli court ruling on the 
status of the holy shrines, in- 
ducting the Al Aqsa Mosque 
and tbe Dome of the Rock, in 
Jerusalem, as an infringement 
on Arab and Muslim legal and 
historic rights and said the res- 
toration of the holy shrines 
would go ahead as scheduled. 

Tbe denunciation was con- 
tained in a note distributed by 
■Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Abdul Salam Al Abba- ' 
di to the ambassadors of Arab 
and Islamic countries at a 
meeting held in his office 
■Saturday. 

» Tbe Israeli high court ruled 
Sept. 23, 1993, that Al Haram 
Al Sharif — which embodies 
tbe Al Aqsa and Dome of the 
Rock — is part of the “land of 
Israel” and hence subject to 
Israeli laws and regulations 
concerning construction work, 
archaeology and free access of 
places of worship, the note 
said. 

“By this ruling, the court 
'aims to stop the restoration 
and refurbishing work current- 
ly going on at Al Aqsa Mosque 
and die Dome of tbe Rock 
.conducted by a Jordanian com- 
mittee according to a 1954 
Jordanian law,” the note said. 

“The court ruling has 
prompted the so-called ‘Tem- 
ple Mount Faithful’ to demand 
that the same court issue an 
order sloping the reconstruc- 
tion work at Al Haram Al 
Sharif ” it added. 

“The ruling is a flagrant en- 
croachment on tiie rights of 
Muslims and an insult to and 
provocation of their feeling 
and something that contradicts: 
the Israeli authorities’ claims ab-; 
out (their desire for) peace,” 
the note said. 

“While strongly condemning 
this attitude and the court rul- 
ing, Jordan calls on the world 
community to take proper and 
speedy action to stop Israel's 
practices, bearing in mind that 
the current reconstruction 
work, conducted by the De- 
partment of Awqaf in Jeru- 
salem under the guidance of 
the special committee in Am- 
man, is taking place on Islamic 
holy land aims at preserving 
holy shrines and their impor- 
tant and historic and religious 
heritage,” it said. 

Jordan wfll disregard the rul- 
ing and go ahead with the 
reconstruction programme 
according to plan, the note 
affirmed. 

According to tbe note, the 
work on the restoration of the 
shrines, financed by His 
Majesty King Hussein, is due 
to be completed in March. 

Following the meeting with 
the ambassadors. Dr. Abbadi 
said in a statement that the 
Council of Ministers trad de- 
cided to form a ministerial 
committee to work out a com- 
prehensive plan to deal with 
the issue. 

The meeting with the en- 
voys, he said, will be followed 
by other steps aimed at urging 
the Arab and Islamic countries 
to “shoulder their responsibili- 
ties at the critical stage in their 
history." 

The Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs is drawing up a. 
legal document which would 
support die Arab and Islamic 
rights in tbe Holy City, he. 
added. 

He said that King Hussein 
was giving serious attention to 
the issue as it is of concern not 
only to Jordan but also to ail 
Arab and Islamic countries. 

The minister said tbe Minis- 
try of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs had instructed the 
Higher Islamic council in Jeru- 
salem to ignore the Israeli 
court ruling and to take mea- 
sures towards providing more 
protection and increasing the 
number of guards^f Al Haram 
Al Sharif. 
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PLO plans to build safeguards 
against government corruption 


AMMAN t R j — The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), sensitive" to charges 
that it lacks financial accounta- 
bility. will build safeguards 
against corruption into Palesti- 
nian government in the Gaza 
Strip and West Bunk, officials 
said. 

The PLO. whose annual 
budget is controlled by a hand- 
ful of officials close to Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat, would in- 
stitutionalise procedures for 
the first time to keep track of 
where the money was going, 
they added. 

"There is going to be an 
auditing body to supervise pro- 
jects and administration along- 
side PEDRA in order to mini- 
mise corruption.'' PLO econo- 
mic chief Ahmad Ourieh told 
Reuters in an interview. 

The Palestine Emergency 
Development Reconstruction 
Authority (PEDRA) is the 
cornerstone of interim Palesti- 
nian self-rule agreed in last 
month's historic" Israel- PLO 
peace deal. 

It will coordinate develop- 
ment of the Israeli -occupied 
territories with foreign donors 
and act as the World Bank's 


partner m supervising projects 
in the West Bank ana Gaza. 


Mr. Qurieh said every 
Palestinian institution would 
have its own auditing depart- 
ment to monitor finances. 

He also said foreign aid 
would be channelled directlv to 
infrastructure projects, partly 
to address some international 


donors' objections to paving 
cash directlv to the PLO." 


He said the European Com- 
munity and the United States 
disagreed over the way major 
donors should coordinate 
donations with the Palesti- 
nians. hut said the PLO must 
be actively involved in whatev- 
er mechanism was established. 

PLO officials and Palesti- 
nian peace delegates said the 
organisation, which has acted 
both as a revolutionary move- 
ment and as a govemment-in- 
exile. was in the process of 
trying to ensure that new jobs 
were awarded on merit. 

"It will be very difficult to 
face the future with the old 
tools and mentalities." said 
Hanan Ashrawi, spokeswoman 
for the Palestinian delegation 
to Middle East peace talks and 
a champion of calls for more 
democracy in the PLO. 

“This is a period of making 
use of competent, qualified 
people and putting the right 
person in the right job." 

PLO officials said Mr. Ara- 
fat has been consulting Palesti- 
nian experts on the best way to 
structure an emerging govern- 
ment inside the territories. 

Many Palestinians fear the 
PLO will act insensitively with- 
in the territories, or that 
Palestinian self-government 
will be dominated entirely by 
Mr. Arafat and his mainstream 
Fateh faction. 

“It is not easy for the PLO to 
make the rapid transition from 
the traveller's mentality and 
start for the, first time ro think 
of how to rule its own terri- 
tory.'’ said senior peace dele- 
gate Saeb Erekat. 


PLO may buy mobile homes 


Hundreds of mobile homes 
that Israel put up in a Jewish 
settlement campaign in the 
occupied territories may be 
sold to the PLO to house 
guerrillas being trained as fu- 
ture Palestinian policemen. 

An Israeli-Arab business- 
man said on Friday he was 
about to wrap up a deal with 


the Israel housing ministry by 
lobile 


buying 500 new mot___ 
homes which he said the PLO 
would erect in Jericho. 


The- businessman, who de- 
clined to be identified, said 
the PLO also wanted to buy 
additional mobile homes that 
had been briefly used by 
Israelis in the territories. 

The bousing ministry con- 
firmed that a private Palesti- 
nian enterprise had 
approached it and said it was 
looking into the request. 

Under the Israeli-PLO 
agreement on self-rule, 
signed on Sept. 13, the PLO 
will bring in members of the 
Palestine Liberation Army to 
police the occupied territor- 
ies during a five-year period 
of limited self-rule: 

The mobile homes, part of 
a drive by hawkish former 
Housing Minister Ariel Shar- 
on to settle thousands of Jews 
in the occupied territories, 
have been in storage since 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s Labour Party came 
to power in July 1992 and 
curbed settlement building. 


Stakes are high in Somalia 


By Carol Giacomo 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — For the 
United States, and possiblv 
for the rest of the world, 
much more is at stake in 
Somalia than Somalia. 

President Bill Clinton's 
handling of a humanitarian 
mission that has run amok is 
casting long shadows on the 
international stage, laying 
markers for U.S. leadership 
in the post-cold war world 
and raising questions about 
expanded U.N. 
peacekeeping. 

With Somalia as an exam- 
ple. the Pentagon is reported 
to be having second thoughts 
about a commitment to de- 
ploy American troops as part 
of a U.N. peacekeeping force 
in Haiti, another potentially 
dangerous, unpredictable 
and hostile environment. 

Similarly, a U.S. pledge to 
provide half the 50;000 
peacekeepers needed to im- 
plement a Bosnia peace 
agreement, if and when one 
ever comes, had already 
made Congress and the admi- 
nistration anxious. Now, it 
seems even harder to fulfil. 

“The role of the Llnited 
Nations in peacekeeping is at 
a critical crossroads.” senior 
staff of the Senate Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations 
wrote in a recently released 
report. 

"As the U.N. -Blue Hel- 
mets' come under increasing 
fire, and sometimes fire back, 
as the costs of each new 
operation mount and the 
number of operations pro- 
liferate. as the United Na- 
tions’ failures in peacekeep- 
ing seem to outweigh their 
successes, many are calling 
into question whether or not 
the U.N. should continue this 
function." they said. 

How the United States re- 
sponds in these instances will 
be critical. It is a widely held 
view that the U.N. can only 
succeed in peacekeeping with 
strong American support. 

Foreign policy was not 
much discussed in the 1V92 
presidential campaign, argu- 
able the lack of consensus 


now on Somalia is partly a 
result of that paucity of de- 
bate. 

To the extent .such issues 
were explored, Mr. Clinton, 
seeking to set a new tone, 
espoused what became 
known as an assertive multi- 
lateralism and a heavier re- 
liance on the U.N. to create a 
new world order from the 
ashes of the East- West con- 
flict. 


After eight months in 
office, rising - U.S. and other 
casualties in Somalia have 
tempered that view. 


mper 

Mr. Clinton now sees mul- 
tilateralism as one tool in bj$L 
foreign polity arsenal,, has,, 
retreated from 'putting (J.'S. 
troops in broad circumst- 
ances under U.N. command, 
has set tough conditions for 
U.S. involvement in 
peacekeeping and asserted 
the U.N. must be able to stay 
out of certain missions. 

Somalia is the prototype of 
a U.N. shift to aggressive 
post-cold war peacemak- 
ing. not just more passive 
peacekeeping. It began .last 
December when then- Presi- 
dent George Bush sent 
28.000 U.S. troops into the 
East African country to stop 
the starvation that resulted 
from severe famine and civil 
war. 

Mr. Clinton endorsed the 
mission, which was supposed 
to end once the environment 
was secure for relief efforts. 
Bui while Washington gave 
control of the operation to 
the U.N. in May and with- 
drew most of its troops, it 


It is not clear why the 
administration went along 
with the altered mission ana 
let the focus on a political 
solution in Somalia slide. 
Some experts say the U.N. 
had too free a hand in .defin- 
ing Somalia policy. 

There are also complaints 
that U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali has become 
obsessed with Gen. Aideed, 
that the U.N. is ill-equipped 
to command peacekeeping 
and that the armies of many 
U.N. -member countries are 
not up to the task. 

, In the past, two weeks. when 
UlS. deaths in Somalia 
mounted, congressional calls 
for a quick withdrawal — or 
at least a cogent argument for 
why the national interest jus- 
tified American troops being 
killed — readied a cres- 
cendo. 

Mr. Clinton and his foreign 
policy team took days to 


answer but finally, the presi- 
dent on Thursday made a 


case that many found com- 
pelling: 

“I am proposing this plan 
because it will let us finish 
leaving Somalia on our own 
terms ... for if we were to leave 
today ... within months, Soma- 
li children again would be 
dying in the streets. 


remained deeply involved. 
! ter 24 Pakistani 


Afi 


peacekeepers were killed in 


“Our own credibility with 
friends and allies would be 
severely damaged. Our lead- 
ership in world affairs would 
be undermined ...and all 
around the world, aggressors, 
thugs and terrorists will con- 
clude that the best way to get 
us to change our policies is to 


June, allegedly allies of 


kill our people. 

But the New York Times 


renegade warlord Moham- 
mad Farah Aideed, the U.N. 
Security Council, with U.S. 
support, expanded the rules 
of engagement to allow 
attacks on Gen. Aideed's 
forces. 

Increasingly the focus be- 
came capturing Gen. Aideed. 
on whom the U.N. put a 
$25,000 bounty, and elite 
U.S. troops were airlifted in 
for the task. 


highlighted the strength of 
the opponents who continue 
to demand a prompter exit, 
arguing: 

“The cost of prolonging 
the ordeal for six months 
could prove high indeed — 
in American lives, in Amer- 
ican support for peacekeep- 
ing activities and in Mr. Clin- 
ton’s capacity to focus his 
political energies on domestic 
reform." 


PROUD FLAG: The Palestinian football team 
c a r ri es the Palestinian Dag prior to the game 
a French AH Stars team in Jericho 


Friday. The French team lead by Michel Platini 
tost 1-0 (sk page 9). Some 15,000 people 
a tte n d ed 1 photo) 


Rabin seeks to stop Chinese arms sales 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Yitzhak 
Rabin, reaping the dividends 
of the autonomy deal with the 
•Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). goes for the first 
visir to China by an Israeli 
premier on Sunday seeking to 
halt missile sales to Syria and 
Iran and to boost rrade. 

“I can go to China now with 
my mind at rest.” Mr. Rabin 
said this week after laying the 
foundations for implementing 
the self-rule scheme in talks 
with PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat on Wednesday. 

“I don't expect sensational 
results from the trip.” Mr. 
Rabin told journalists, even 
though it is a first since the two 
countries reopened diplomatic 
relations on Jan. 24. 1992. 

Mr. Rabin admitted Israeli 
arms sales to China had fallen 
off in recent years. The figures 
are a state -secret. 

Israeli officials say fears of 
missile exports to Tehran and 
Damascus are at the top of Mr. 
Rabin's list for talks with the 
Chinese prime minister, presi- 
dent and minister of defence. 

Mr. Rabin, who is also 
minister of defence, told repor- 
ters he would warn of the 
dangers he believes Islamic 
fundamentalism, and particu- 
larly the Iranians, pose to 
peace. 

“I know our limits, but 1 
would like to reach an under- 
standing with the Chinese ab- 
out the threats in the Middle 


East, not only those faced by 
Israel but all the world. 

“The radical Islamic wave 
led by Iran is sweeping the 
whole area from Algeria — to 
Sudan. Lebanon and through 
to the Palestinians. This threat 
has to be seen from a broad 
perspective." Mr. Rabin said. 

One aide explained that if as 
a by-product China halted 
arms sales, the visit would be a 


success. 


The arms issue dominated a 
visit last May by Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres as well 
as a trip to occupied Jerusalem 
in September 1992 by his 
Chinese counterpart Qian 
Qichen. 

Mr. Peres returned saying 
Peking had promised to stop 
missile sales to warring Middle 
East countries, including Syria, 
and not to sell weapons which 
endanger Israel's “security." 

But he did not give any 
detailed explanation and the 
Chinese have not made clear 
statements. During Mr. Qian's 
visit the Israelis thought they 
had won a cast-iron pledge to 
stop missiles sales, but the 
Chinese later explained that 
there had been a translation 


error. 

China fold missiles to Iran 
and Syria in the 1980s and 
Israel defence experts fear"ex- 
ports could resume with more 
advanced weaponry. ' 

In the past Israel has' also 


voiced concern over reports 
that China might sell nuclear 
reactors to Iran and other 
countries in the region. 

Mr. Rabin's spokesman Gad 
Elen Ari stressed the economic 
aspects of the five-day tour. 

“The visit is important. Chi- 
na is a giant in Asia and a very 
big market.” he ' told AFP. 
“There is a lot we can do 
together for the benefit of both 
countries in areas like agricul- 
ture. trade and commerce, wa- 
ter. energy and high technolo- 

gy- 

“It will mark a turning-point 
in the relationship between the 
two countries." Mr. Ben Ari 
predicted. 

Mr. Rabin will . initial an 
aviation agreement to enable 
the Israeli carrier El Al, which 
began weekly charter services 
to the Chinese capital a year 
ago, to develop Peking as a 
hub for regional flights. 

He will also sign an accord 
for Israel's state-run Dead Sea 
industries to build a $470- 
million potash plant in Shan- 
ghai province on the border 
with Tibet. 

The Chinese government 
will own S66.6 per cent and 
Dead Sea Industries 33.3 per 
cent. 

Mi; Rabin is. due' to ^ye- a 
keynote . speech pn tfoe Midd{e 
East situation irir Shanghai be^' 
fore flying back to Tel Aviv on, 
Oct. 15/ ‘ 


I faced death thrice — captive pilot 

of the U.S. elite 160th Special 


LONDON (AFP) — Enraged 
Somalis tried three times to kill 
the U.S. helicopter pilot cap- 
tured by Somali warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed's 
militia last Sunday, the pilot 
said Saturday in an interview 
from a bouse in the capital 
Mogadishu where he is being 
held hostage. 

Michael Durant told the 
Guardian newspaper how he 
was dragged through the streets 
writhing in agony from the 
severe back and leg injuries he 
sustained when his Blackhawk 
helicopter was shot down by a 
rocket-propelled grenade. 

About his fellow crew mem- 
bers, he said: ‘The first thing I 
was told was that the people 
had killed them all. chopped 
them up. I consider myself 
fortunate. 

“I think everyone was alive 
when we crashed. As soon as 
we crashed there was a lot of 
gunfire and we were trying to 
protect ourselves. The shoot- 
ing went on for about 20 mi- 
nutes. 

“I couldn't move because of 
my leg and back injuries, and I 
was lying right beside the air- 
craft/ So I couldn’t see any- 
body. I could hear one of the 
crew chiefs. He was hurt very 
bad. I could hear him 


Operation Aviation Regiment, 
jbelLKen- 


moaning. 

Mr. Durant, 31, is a member 


based at Fort Camp! 
tucky, which usually works 
with crSck forces like the Ran- 
gers and Green Berets, and 
specialises in night missions. 

“We lay there on the ground 
beside the aircraft and I saw 
people coming out of tin 
shacks trying to get to us. I 
kept shooting at them, but 
then I ran out of ammunition. 

“There was a large group of 
people. They grouped together 
on the other side of the air- 
craft, shooting. Then 1 heard 
the other crew saying: I'm hit. 
TheD the people got to me and 
started to hit me. 

“They held me up in the air. 
Some people would break 
through the crowd and hit me. 
But mere were other people 
shouting at them. It seemed as 
if they wanted them to stop the 
beating." 

After 10 minutes he was put 
in a truck and driven away to 
a house and left for 30 minutes. 
He was then taken to a second 
house where a Somali camera- 
men filmed him. 

“They chained me up in a 
room. In the morning some- 
body came. I saw the door 
open and the barrel of a gun — 
I think it was an AK-47 — 
come round the door. I didn't 
see the gunman. He opened 


fire and then disappeared. The 
bullets hit the floor and I was 
hit by shrapnel which I had to 
pull out of my aim.” 

That night he was unchained 
and moved to another house. 

“As they were moving me I 
thought I was going to be 
killed. On the way there we 
stopped at roadblocks where 
the people who were taking me 
had to explain to the gunmen 
what was going on. 

“They left me in the car for 
about an hour and I thought: 
This is it. But instead they 
brought me here," he said. 

Each, of the three mornings 
he has spent at the bouse, he 
has been visited by a doctor to 
look at his broken right leg,' 
facial injuries and bullet 
wounds. 

“I have asked them a lot 
about what they intend to with 
me. Initially they said they 
were trying to work a deal in 
exchange for 24 of their people 
who are held. 

“I beard on the radio that 
won’t happen. It’s not what I 
want to hear. But I understand 
it. The SNA (Gen. Aideed's 
Somali National Alliance) 
want to show the world that 
they are not barbarians. 

My biggest fear is that the 


people living around this part 
will find out that Tm 


of town 
here and try to kill me.” 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arafat to visit France this month 


PARIS (AFP) — Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat said Friday he would visit France 
"around the 21st or 22nd of October.” During a raefio debate 
broadcast here, the PLO chief ,said he bad “a great manj^ 
things to tell President Francois Mitterrand. ...I expects kic’ 
from him. ...her is a major head of state who has a dear 
of the problems of the Middle East.” The visit would be the " 
first to France since the Israeli-PLO autonomy accord signed 1 
in .Washington last month. An earlier official visit by Mr. 
Arafat to Paris in May 1989 provoked sharp reactions iq 
■France, particularly among the Jewish community. PLO 
sources in Tunis meanwhile said that Mr. Arafat would be in . 
France on Oct. 20 and 21 at the invitation of the FrendC-j 
government. Tbey sakl they did not know whether the visar* 
would be part of a European tour by the PLO leader, Mr._ 
Arafat having also received invitations from other European^ 
capitals, notably London and Bonn. The tour bad originally 
been slated for September but was put off due to Mr. Arafafsr 
heavy workload on issues relating to the autonomy accortfr 


Canada probes charges against Aideed tiflfe: 


OTTAWA (AP) — The Canadian government is investig 


charges that the wife of Somali warlord Mohammad 
Aideed may have violated immigration rules by returning ter 
her homeland and continuing to get welfare while she was- 
there. Brian Mclnnis, a spokesman for the Public Security. 
Department, said that allegations of “immigration irregular- 
ities” were raised this week about Khadiga Gurban, who came 
to- Canada about four years ago. Ms. G urban, who has four 
children, filed for refugee status in Canada, claiming she 
feared persecution if forced to return to Somalia. She was 
granted permanent resident status about a year ago after being* 
recognised as a political refugee. She has been receiving'' 
welfare. Mr. Mclnnis said there are allegations Ms. Gurhan, 
35, returned to Somalia for a five-month visit despite her dainr 
that she feared persecution. The complaints also suggest she 
continued to receive welfare payments from Canada while in 
Mogadishu. If the charges are substantiated, they could' 
provide grounds for deportation, despite her permanent 1 
resident status, Mr. Mclnnis said. Ms. Gurhan married - 
General Aideed in 1984 and for the next four years they lived 
in India, where her husband was his country's ambassador. In' 
1989, Gen. Aideed joined forces with rebels that eventually' 
toppled dictator Mohammad Si ad Bane, whose ouster 
plunged Somalia into civil war. 



U.N. discloses use of Saudi base for U2 plane 


MANAMA (R) — The United Nations disclosed on Friday 
that it uses a base in Saudi Arabia for its U2 spyplane activity - 
over Iraq. Rolf ekeus, bead of the U.N. special commission 
ensuring that Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction are scrapped 
and not revived, said that in the coining week he would visit a , 
base in Saudi Arabia which hosts the U2. Mr. Ekeus said the.' 
commission sent three or four U2 missions over Iraq each, 
week. For most of logistics in flying inspection teams in ami" 
ont of Iraq the special commission uses Bahrain which lies off 
die Saudi coast. 


Britain to host Clerides-Denktash lunch 


NICOSIA (R) — Britain said Friday its Foreign Secretary- 
Douglas Hurd would . host a lunch for Cypriot . President - 
Glafoos Derides and Turkish-Cypriot leader Rauf Denktasb 
on the eve of the Commonwealth summit in Cyprus. The: 
British high commission (embassy) said the U.N. Deputy 
Special Representative in Cyprus Gustave Feissel would also- 
atfend the lunch, to be given ; at the Ledra Palace hotel in the 
Nicosia buffer zone on Oct. 20. It w31 be the. first- meeting, 
between Mr. Derides, who heads the Greek-Cypriot com- 
munity and Mb. Denktasb sinpe they broke off U.N.-- 
sponsored New York talks in June on reuniting Cyprus as a 
federation. Mr. Huid will be in Cyprus for the Commonwealth.: 
heads of government meeting which begins on Oct. 21. . 
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth, who heads the Commonweal rib- 
and Prime Minister John Major will also be in Cyprus for the 
summit. Mr. Hurd will leave Cyprus for Syria on Oct. 22, the. 
high commission said. The Commonwealth embraces Britain, 
and 49 of its former colonies. 


20 killed in Turkey's Kurdish violence 


ANKARA (R) — Kurdish guerrillas foiled more than 20 
people in southeast Turkey, four of them schoolteachers in 
one village, security officials said. Rebels of the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) gunned down five primary school 
teachers in Purindi village of tunceli province, killing four and 
seriously wounding one on Thursday night. Eight soldiers, 
four village guards and a woman died in dashes with guerrillas 
who raided two villages and a military post near Catak town, 
officials told Anatolia news agency. Three children playing', 
with a live rocket died when it exploded on Friday in Seiioba 
village, Simak province. The rocket was believed to have been 
left over from fighting between the separatist PKK and 
Turkish troops. PKK rebels killed a man and his two sons and 
burnt down their home in the highlands of Diyarbakir. 
province. Gunmen killed a pharmacist in Silvan town on 
Friday. 


Germany and Iran agree to fight terrorism 


BONN (AP) — Iran’s intelligence minister has paid a 
little-publicised visit to Germany and the two sides have 
agreed to step up cooperation in fighting international' 
terrorism, a newspaper reported Friday. The newspaper Die' 
Welt said the minister, Ali Fallahian, held talks Wednesday! 
and Thursday with chiefs of Germany's intelligence and 
domestic security services, and Bemd Schmidbauer, Chancel- 


lor Helmut Kohl's top intelligence jide. Mr. Fallahian spoke 

ana fold 


to a small group of reporters late Thursday in Bonn 
tiiem Germany and Iran will step up their cooperation m 
fighting international terrorism and drug smuggling. Die Welt 
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should always be verified. 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
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•API* — 
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Banana (Mukammar) . 
Beats .... 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Righto 
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----- — Aqaba (RJ) 
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0M§ — Jeddah (RJ) 
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•M9 ............ Dubai. Aba Dhabi (Rj) 

WkS — Beirut (Hi] 

»*«... - DohaffU) 
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|2!i? - 

*705 - — Istanbul (Rf) 

1709 — Brass*. Paris (RJ) 


Aqaba (J 

Beirut f 

66348 
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13s* 


20*5 


2fcM 


21:15 

21:15 



Carrot 

Cauliflower 

C o r n mb c n (large) . 
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Grapes 
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Morrow ( 

Marrow ( 
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Onion (dry) 
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Tomato 

Spinach 
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.Prime Minister Abdul Safaun A1 Majali 
; Saturday addresses a health conference 
along with Health Minister Abdul Rahim 


Malhas, WH O re presentative Hussein A1 
Jazairi and NHF President In’am Mufti 
(Petra photo) 


Government to introduce legislation 
On national health plan — Majali 


'.jlAMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
>" jemment will introduce legisla- 
don designed to provide health 

- .^ insurance to all Jordanian 

• '■ jritizens, and will improve bask 
..[J-' health services in order to 

make them more efficient and 
less expensive. Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam A1 Majali . 
' ~ announced Saturday. 

■ Under the projected 
$gf<»r!K, scheme, the beneficiaries of 
u ‘r!jhe health insurance will be- 
.. come partners In covering the 
: cost of these services and in 
' ^;dnonitoring the level of services 
’and expenditures involved, 

‘ said the prime minister in an 
’ - address at the opening of a 
' lhree-day health conference at 
. She Philadelphia Hotel in Atn- 
man. 

The new health plans will 
give impetus to investments m 
, 4 jhe health sector and aim to 
‘ * -isf. . 2 . reduce the burdens of medical 
costs on individuals, the state 
■ f- and related organisations, 
added Dr. Majali. 

• Organised by the ‘World 
~ Health Organisation (WHO), 

1 m cooperation with Noor AI 
*• - Hussein Foundation (NHF), 

• - the 'meeting, entitled “Inter- ■ 

- -ionntry CousuItation on 

Accelerating the Basic Mini- . 

■ : * mum Needs Approach in thtf 1 ' 
■. Eastern Mediterranean Re- 
jion," is attended by 10 Arab 
• / and foreign countries including 
-r.-» .Iordan. 

•r . fe The Jordanian experiment in 
... ?pedical services and those of 
die participating nations will 
Dc reviewed during the three- 
day parley. 

n j 


Jordan is focusing on health, 
education, the environment, 
employment and local govern- 
ment — all of which constitute 
an integral sector of the bask 
services for society, added the 
Prime Minister. 

Referring to Jordan's 
achievements in these areas. 
Dr. Majali said that 92 per cent 
of Jordanians are covered by 
health services and there is one 
doctor for every 860 citizens. 
Public spending on health ser- 
vices rose to six per cent of the 
Gross National Product (GNP) 
in 1990, he added. 

Turning to other services for 
Jordanians, Dr. Majali noted 
that 92 per cent of households 
have running water, and 95 per 
cent of all towns arid popula- 
tion centres have electricity. 

He said that compulsory 
education covers 96 per cent of 
the children in various gov- 
ernors tes and 90 per cent of 
the towns and settlements are 
served by road networks. 

Dr. Majali said that provid- 
ing citizens with proper health 
care sboold be among the 
priorities in ensuring human 
rights. 

He said that many areas in 
the developing countries still 
lack the means to provide such 
services in the rural and poor 
regions, and therefore non- 
governmental institutions and 
world and local organisations 
have a duty to extend a helping 
hand in this regard. 

Dr. Majali thanked NHF 
'and the WHO for organising 


the meeting and for their own 
endeavour? to promote health 
services. 

Health Minister Abdul 
Rahim Malhas addressed the 
gathering saying that accelerat- 
ing basic minimum needs to 
the community aims primarily 
at solving health issues of the 
small, poor and remote com- 
munities. 

Dr. Malhas voiced apprecia- 
tion for Her Majesty. Queen 
Noor's continued support for 
projects designed to improve 
the quality of life in villages 
and rural areas of Jordan, cit- 
ing the projects carried out 
through the NHF in Sweimeh, 
Hasbemieh, A1 Bassa, Beer 
Haddad, Qureqra, Dear A1 
Khaf and A1 Qunieh. 

Also addressing the confer- 
ence, NHF President In’am 
Mufti said the foundation's 
projects aim at improving the 
life of the rural families, focus- 
ing mainly on women and chil- 
dren and revitalising education 
and culture to help raise the 
standard of living in the local 
communities. 

WHO - representative Hus- 
sein AI Jazairi. thanked the 
Jordanian government for 
hosting the meeting which, he 
said, is a good opportunity for 
scrntinisiDg the basic needs of 
society. 

About 30 participants from 
Jordan, Egypt, Morocco, 
Sudan, Yemen. Palestine, 
Tunisia, Somalia, Iran and 
Thailand are taking part in the 
conference. 


Post-war rehabilitation requires 
demographic, social and political 
considerations — Gharaibeh 


AMMAN (I*etra) — Universi- 
- ty of Jordan President Fawzi 
.Gharaibeh Saturday opened a 
. .^wve-day workshop at the Uni- 
versity to discuss post-war re- 
habilitation programmes in the 
% fiddle East, by calling on 
>e “" academics and decision makers 
. to respond to the aspirations of 
V. fte countries concerned to im- 
plement such programmes, 
! r taking into account dernog- 
raphic, social, and political 
considerations. 

. Referring to the develop- 
■ ■ merits of the Middle East, Dr. 
‘ Gharaibeh said that in the last 
few decades the region served 
- as an arena for numerous 
events that led, among either 
things, to a population explo- 


sion, socio-economic changes 
and political developments 
that affected the inhabitants., 
the stability and security of the 
entire region. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion was David Shepherd, 
head of the continuing Educa- 
tion Centre at York University 
in the United Kingdom, Dr. 
'Shepherd spoke about the 
'creation of a special unit at the 
British university that focuses 
on rehabilitation, construction 
and development. 

The current workshop here 
is part of the York University’s 
activities in promoting ex- 
changes of expertise in plan- 
ning and development and is 
designed to help in creating a 


regional studies centre in the 
Middle East described to in- 
tensify research and conduct 
related training, added Dr. 
Shepherd.. 

According to Kamel Mahadin, 
bead of the workshop’s prcpa- 
tory committee, the universi- 
ty’s of Jordan and York are 
working dosely to establish 
such a centre. 

The workshop, said Dr. 
Mahadin, will deal with civil 
defence, planning for 
emergencies, reconstruction 
and rehabilitation of stricken 
areas in the aftermath of 
armed conflicts. 

Delegates from countries in 
die region and international 
organisations are taking part m 
the meeting. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 
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exhibitions 

- Photo exhibition displaying pictures from 
Jordan and Syria by Ge rman a rtist J. Swa- 
kowski at the Goethe Institute. 

Art cxHbitian bj Mrs. Lari Mart®, Janfee 
Saaf, aad Tete Wegehus at the Royal Cutou t 
Centre. 

Photo exhibition entitled “Desert R*«»fa’’ ** 
Egyptian artist Mona Ra’kwk at the Batedna 

Art GaHery- 

Art txUbMon by artist All TaSb at the Balkan 
Ail Gallery In AI Fnbds. 

Art exhibition by artists Dr. Ala Bashir and 
Sa’di Abbas at the Alia Art GaHery. 

Art exhibition by artist Mahmoud Al-Ubedi at 
the French Cultural Centre. 

Art exMbfflon by AH A! Mi ’mar at the 
Orfafi Art GaBoy. Telephone 826932. 

Photographic exhibition on nature JJ* 
township of Sakeb by artist Gtnssan ’Aayas- 
rah at the Student Affairs Department at the 
University of Jordan. 

WAWna of etchings by M ohamm ad Omar 
KhaS at Darat AI Fmmn of the Abdnl Hanafd 
Sboman Foundation in Jabal luweflxfeh. Also 


showing the permanent exhibition. Telephone 
643251/2. 

tr Plastic art rihiWtion fay artist gnssrin Paaaeh 
at the Afia Art Gallery. 

☆ The First Inter na tional Festival of Fine Arts h 
Jordan entitled “Cotom aad Light in the 
Nabatean Cjritisalioa” at the Jordan National 
GaHery of Fine Arts hi Jordan. 


☆ Silent film hi black and white entitled “Le 
Chapeau de PaHle d’ltalie” with music com- 
posed and interpreted live by pianist 
Raymond Alessandrini at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 8:00 pm 


fr Chtidren’s drama entitled “Aladdin's Lamp” 
at the Royal CoHnnri Centre at 930 ajn, 
1L*00 


BOOK EXHIBITION 

^ Comprehensive book ad educational aids 
exhflwtlop at the International ErWhiftw Hafl 
- - University Road. 


CB J seeks Arab interests before clearing way 
for Jordanian banks to reopen in occupied lands 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) has 
not yet given clearance to 
Jordanian banks to resume 
their operations in the occu- 
pied territories and seeks to 
ensure that Arab interests are 
protected from Israeli 
domination, senior officials 
said Saturday. 

To a large extent, discus- 
sions held between the CBJ 
and commercial banks seek- 
ing to restart business in the 
I occupied territories went into 
limbo immediately after the 
dramatic announcement of 
an autonomy agreement be- 
tween the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel in late August. 

Since then, however, Jor- 
dan and the PLO have work- 
ed out a broad framework for 
economic cooperation. 
Under a PLO proposal, the 
CBJ will supervise all com- 
mercial banks in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
where the Jordanian dinar 
will also continue to be the 
main currency in circulation, 
officials said. 

“Negotiations are con- 
tinuing, and only after we 
complete them we can 
approve the actual resump- 
tion of Jordanian commercial 
banks' operations in the 
occupied territories,’’ said a 
senior official. 


The official declined to go 
into details, but other sources 
said Israel was insisting on 
certain preconditions and 
Jordan was resisting them. In 
addition, the finer details of 
the Jordan-PLO agreement 
have not been finalised, they 
said. 

Despite the Jordanian- 
Palestinian framework for 
economic cooperation, Israel 
is believed to be pressing its 
posh to retain a large mea- 
sure of control of commercial 
bank activities in the occu- 
pied territories and deman- 
ding sizeable amounts of de- 
posits in dollars with the 
Israeli central bank from any 
commercial bank which starts 
operation in the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

Several Jordanian banks 
have expressed interest in re- 
suming operations in the 
occupied territories. The op- 
erations were suspended and 
branches closed down when 
Israel seized the territories in 
the 1967 war (see page 7). 

Jack Qattan, deputy gener- 
al manager of the Jordan 
National Bank, said bis bank 
was keeping all options open. 

“We are awaiting Central 
Bank advice on how to pro- 
ceed," Dr. Qattan told the 
Jordan Times. “We don't 
know how the actual proce- 
dures will be; whether our 
old licences (valid when 
Israel occupied the territory 
in 1967) will be renewed or 
new licences will be issued. 


and what will be the rules and 
regulations.” 

The Jordan National Bank 
had branches in Ramallah, 
Hebron and Jerusalem in 
1967 and was poised to open 
a branch in Bethlehem when 
Israel occupied the West 
Bank. 

“We would prefer to 
reopen the three we had in 
the initial stages,” Dr.; Qat- 
tan said. 

Israel, which permitted 
another Jordanian bank to 
reopen in the West Bank in 
1986, was known to be resist- 
ing the reopening of branches 
in Jerusalem, which it claims 
as its “eternal and indivisible 
capital.” 

Under the Israel-PLO 
autonomy agreement signed 
on Sept. 13, Palestinians of 
Jerusalem could run for seats 
as well as vote in elections for 
a Palestinian self-rule author- 
ity. It was a dimbdown from 
an earlier Israeli refusal to 
allow them to take part in the 
elections. It was not im- 
mediately known whether 
this also extended to banking 
operations in Jerusalem. 

Several Jordanian banks 
were refusing an Israeli offer 
to allow the reopening of 
their branches everywhere - 
except Jerusalem. They 
argued that if they accept the 
Israeli offer it would be a 
political concession to the 
occupation authorities' claim 
to the Holy City. 


According to sources 
quoted by Reuters, Israel was 
rejecting a Jordanian demand 
that banks in the occupied 
territories be permitted to 
transfer up .to 50 per cent of 
their deposits for investment 
in Jordan. 

Israel is ready to allow only 
10 per cent, the sources said, 
adding that the two sides 
appeared to be reaching a 
compromise. 

Most of the banks which 
are seeking to reopen in the 
West Bank had been in direct 
or indirect touch with the 
Israeli occupation authorities 
for technical -talks and are 
awaiting the Central Bank of 
Jordan to give them the green 
light. 

However, senior officials 
'said, it was not a purely CBJ 
affair. “We have to work in 
close coordination with the 
Palestinian leadership, 1 ’ said 
one official, in an apparent 
reference to a proposal that a 
Palestinian monetary author- 
ity be set up and be repre- 
sented in the CBJ decision- 
making process. 

The proposal was pre- 
sented in broad terms during 
a visit to Amman two weeks 
ago by Ahmad Qurieh, head 
of Sained, the PLO's eco- 
nomy department, who 
negotiated the autonomy 
accord with Israel in secret, 
talks held in Oslo, Norway* 

“There are many fine de- 
tails to be worked out,” said 
“We simply can- 


not attach a timeframe as to 
when permissions could be 
granted to banks to reopen in 
the West Bank." 

According to Samir Abdul- 
lah, a member of the Palesti- 
nian peace negotiating team 
and an economist at AJ Najah 
University in Nablus, the 
Central Bank of Jordan is 
mandated to carry out the 
functions of a Palestinian 
Central Bank. 

"There will be a 
Palest inian-Jordanian com- 
mittee in charge of running 
and regulating the monetary 
affairs during the self-rule.” 
Dr. Abdullah said last week. 
“Its main headquarters will 
be in Amman and there will 
be a branch in the West 
Bank.” 

Dr. Abdullah said a prop- 
osal to revive the Palestinian 
pound was dropped because 
the Palestinians did not have 
the monetary base to support 
it. 

But the Palestinian author- 
ity plans to issue bonds in 
Jordanian dinars, he said. 

Samir Huleileh, another 
member of the Palestinian 
economic team, said the link- 
up with Jordan was “not a 
hindrance to Palestinian eco- 
nomic independence.” 

"The objective of the 
agreement with Jordan is to 
give assurances to the Jorda- 
nians that we are economic 
partners and not adversar- 
ies,” he said. 


Meeting stresses coordination 
in disaster management efforts 


AMMAN (Petra) — Close 
coordination between govern- 
ment agencies, national volun- 
tary and 'international orga- 
nisations operating in Jordan 
during the Gulf crisis greatly 
reduced the magnitude of the 
disaster suffered by hundreds 
of thousands of evacuees who 
fled to Jordan, following Iraq’s 
Aug. 1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
according to Safwan Touqan, 
secretary general of the Minis- 
try of Planning. 

Such cooperation was man- 
ifested in the provision of basic 
humanitarian services to the 
evacuees, said Dr. Touqan in an 
address at the opening of a 
five-day workshop on disaster 
management. 

Organised by the United Na- 
tions Development Program- 
me (UNDP), the* workshop 
plans to discuss improving 
readiness to deal with the con- 


sequences of disasters, rehabi- 
litation and reconstruction 
efforts, involving non- 
governmental and intemation- 
aF organisations in relief 
efforts, encouraging voluntary 
work in times of disaster and 
other related issues. 

Dr. Touqan called for up- 
grading plans to deal with 
emergency situations and to 
monitor looming dangers in 
order to take precautionary 
measures in advance, including - 
organising prompt rescue op- 
erations and the distributibn of 
relief supplies. 

Rafik Shukor, U.N. deputy 
resident representative in Am- 
man, outlined United Nations 
agencies' efforts to provide 
humanitarian assistance to 
■countries hit by conflicts and 
natural disasters like earth- 
quakes.ifloods and epidemics. 


Ministry defines candidate 
document requirements 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Minis- 
try of Interior Saturday issued 
a communique defining eight 
requirements that candidates 
in the Nov. 8 parliamentary 
elections must meet in accord- 
ance with Article 18 of the 
1986 Election Law and its 
amendments. 

According to the communi- 
que, the candidates have-tq 
produce the following: 

1. Certification that - ttitP 
candidate has held Jordanian 
citizenship for the last .10 years. 
This can be obtained from the 
Civil Status Department. 

2. An affidavit that the 
candidate does not hold 
citizenship in any other coun- 
try and can. claim foreign pro- 
tection. 


3. Certification that the 
candidate is officially reg- 
istered in the voters list. 

4. Any official document 
certifying that the candidate is 
over 30 years of age. 

5. Certification that the 

candidate has not been con- 
victed and sentenced to serve a 
prison term exceeding one year 
for .a non-political crime, of 
which he/she has hot been par- 
doned and that hi/she has not 
been convicted of a moral 
crime.,.- ... 

6. Ah affidavit that the 
candidate is not affiliated to 
any non- licensed political par- 
ty- 

7. An affidavit that the 
■ candidate is not under contract 

entitling him/her to financial 


benefits from a government 
department, except for con- 
tracts for rent or real estate. 

8. A receipt proving that 
he/she has paid the JD 500 fee 
for his/her candidacy to the 
state t reasury. 

Meanwhile, a report in Sawt 
Ai Shaab Saturday said that 
the distribution of 1,578,180 
voting cards will begin Sunday, 
and the Ministry of Interior 
will announce the centres 
where registered voters can 
pick' them up. 

The report said that the vot- 
ing cards for the Amman gov- 
emorate are green; Irbid, 
white; Balqa, orange; Karak, 
light green; Ma'an, yellow; 
Zarqa, light blue; Mafraq, grey 
and Tafileh, pink. 


Live piano to accompany silent film 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — On the occasion 
of International Music Day, 
the French embassy in Am- 
man and the Gnemathique 
Francaise de Paris will pre- 
sent a film by the celebrated 
French director Reni Clair. 
The event is held under the 
patronage of Minister of Cul- 
ture, Mahmoud AI Samra, in 
cooperation with the Amman 
Players Orchestra, and will 
take place tonight (Sunday) 
at 8:00 p.m. at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (RCC). 

The 1927 film from the 
silent era is in black and 
white. It will, however, have 1 
a unique flavour for the audi- 
ence because the accompany- 
ing music will be performed 


live during the screening by 
the renowned French pianist 
and composer Raymond 
Alessandrini who will be 
visiting Jordan on the occa- 
sion. 

“Le Chapeau de Paille 
d’ltaHe,” the movie title, is a 
well-known story by play- 
wright Eugene Labiche, who 
was an illustrious member of 
the distinguished Academic 
Francaise. 

In the early days of silent 
movies, well before synchro- 
nised music and speech were 
possible and before even 
non-synchronised music 
sound tracks could be added 
to the image track of a film, a 
pianist was often hired to 
play live in the theatre during 
the projection of such 
movies. 


Special, discrete signs or 
marks, known only by the 
pianist, were usually inserted 
in the film, and helped the 
musician stan, stop, or ac- 
centuate certain effects. 

Now that the film industry 
can display an amazing array 
of hi-tech sound systems 
ranging from Dolby surround 
stereo effects to true-to-life 
laser sound tracks, Raymond 
Alessandrini is bringing back 
a charming and tasteful touch 
of nostalgia to the RCC. 

Mr. Alessandrini gradu- 
ated in 1966 from the Nation- 
al Superior Music Conserva- 
tory of Paris, 

The music Mr. Alessandri- 
ni will play tonight are his 
own compositions. 
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PROCUREMENT NOTICE 
JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
Aqaba Thermal Power Station-Stage II 
Project 
Civil Works 
Tender No. 48/93 

The Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) announces that 
the Civil Work Tender Documents (Tender No. 48/93) 
for Aqaba Thermal. Power Station-Stage II Extention 
Project, are available for purchase as of Wednesday 
Oct. 6, 1993, for the pre-qualified civil works contrac- 
tors. 

This tender consists of furnishing ail material, equip- 
ment, drawings and labour for the civil works associ- 
ated with the project. 

The project, which consists of two (2) units of a 
capacity of 130 MW each and burning HFO-will be 
divided into four major contract packages: 

-The turbine Island (Tender No. 46/93) 

-The boiler island (Tender No. 47/93) 

-The civil works (Tender No. 48/93) 

-The fuel oil tank island (Tender No. 49/93) 
The companies who have not bid for the civil works 
prequalification tender (Tender No. 59/93) will be 
allowed to purchase the civil works tender documents 
to bid as a part of a single turnkey tender for the whole 
project works only according to the following condi- 
tions: 

1 . The tenderer should not be one of the rejected 
companies of the civil works prequalification tender 
No. 59/93. 

2. The tender should meet the requirement of the 
prequalification tender documents. Accordingly, the 
prospective tenderer shall purchase both the civil 
works tender documents and the civil work prequal- 
ification invitation documents (Tender No. 48/93 and 
No. 59/93 respectively). 

3. The bid shall be a part of a turnkey tender. Offer for 
the civil works tender only will be rejected. 

It is expected that Arab and international funding 
agencies will participate in financing the project. 
Procurement will be subject to the terms and condi- 
tions of the respective lending agencies. 

Sealed tenders shall be submitted to the secretary of 
the Tendering Committee before 10:00 a.m. Amman 
time, Monday, January 3, 1994 at the JEA office in 
Amman. 

Tender documents are available from the address 
given below for a non-refundable fee of $1 ,500 payable 
to JEA for each set consisting of two copies of the 
documents of the civil works tender No. 48^3: 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
Zahran Street — 7th Circle 
P.O.Box 2310 
Amman - Jordan 
Telex: 21259, Fax 818336 
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Solutions from within 


ITALY FIRST sounded the alarm, more than three 
months ago, that there was something wrong with 
the way United Nations intervention in Somalia was 
proceeding. France joined the bandwagon of scep- 
tics when Paris announced only a few days ago that 
it intends to pull out its troops from the African 
country by January of next year. UJS. President Bill 
Clinton also seems to have caught up with the trend 
on Thursday when he announced that while beefing 
up Ids military contributions to the international 
efforts in Mogadishu, be nevertheless aims to 
withdraw his U.S. military machine by March of 
1994 . 

It was obvious from the . start that the mission of 
the U.N. in Somalia was going awry especially when 
the hot pursuit of General Mohammad Aideed 
became the central issue for Washington in particu- 
lar. Instead of limiting the deployment of the 
assembled international force to protect food and 
medicine supply lines, the U.S.-led forces became 
concerned mostly about subduing the capital and 
apprehending Gen. Aideed. But when the U.S. 
began sustaining casualties, the Congress and the 
American people became edgy about just what the 
exact purpose of the U.N. intervention was. Mean- 
while the supporters of warlord Aideed rallied more 
strongly around their chief as the mission of the 
Americans became focused on militarism rather 
than hnmanit a rianbm. 

In a sense the fuzzy UA objectives in Somalia 
gave Aideed the necessary tramp card to press with 
his determination to bring about an early interna- 
tional withdrawal from his country. 

In pny case, there is still room -to correct the 
course in Somalia by sticking more closely to the 
original mandate. After all, the basic objective of 
the international organisation was to-, feed the 
S omalis and provide them with medicine and not to 
police their country according to some ulterior 
motives that nobody understood. True, there will 
always be a need to use military force to realise even 
this humanitarian aim, bat only as a support 
mechanism to the principal purpose. The deploy- 
ment of gnnships and the strafing of civilians is not 
exactly a humanitarian deed no matter bow well- 
intended. Probably more Somalis died in the name 
of “hmnamtarianism” than would have been the 
case if they were left to tackle their problems on 
their own. Killing Somalis in order to save them 
does not strike us as logical or sensible by any 
stretch of the imagination. 

In retrospect, instead of tucking tail and running, 
tite U.N. sponsored armies serving in Somalia need 
to redirect their attention to pure humanitarian 
work. This they can easily do by limiting their 
operations to simply ensuring that international 
food and medicine aid is reaching the people. There 
is no way that an outside interference can on its own 
put the Somalis on the road to democracy, for 
example. Such a goal can only be attained when the 
Somalis themselves are prepared and ready for it. 
For now, they need from the world to help them till 
they can put their house in order. Disarming the 
bandits crawling all over the country would require 
another mandate which cannot come within the 
purview of the existing U.N. Security Council 
resolutions on the country. Let the international 
community therefore stick to what it first set out to 
do in that war-stricken country and leave other aims 
and purposes for other missions that could be better 
handled by the Somalis themselves, with the help of 
other Africans or whoever actually wants to help. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL DU5TOUR daily Saturday pointed the attention of the 
Arab and Muslim world to the fact that western nations now 
consider Muslims as the next in line for attack after the Soviet 
Union. Following the downfall of Communism, the Western 
countries are now obsessed with Islam and how to deal with 
the rise of fundamentalism around the world, said the daily. 
The Western mentality is obsessed with the idea that Islam is 
the enemy of the world and should be eliminated, warned the 
paper. It said that certain Islamic movements are helping to 
bolster this wrong impression in the minds and m the media of 
the western nations with their behaviour and extremist 
positions which by no means represent the true image of 
Islam. 

A COLUMNIST in AJ Ra'i daily Saturday said that little zeal 
is manifest on the part of the public for the coming 
parliamentary elections. Days before the start of the election 
campaign most Jordanians seem to be lacking interest in the 
aiming event because they are largely affected by the recent 
developments on the domestic and external fronts, said Tareq 
'1-jsarwefa. The "Gaza-Jericho first" option, a deal struck 
t-clwccri the PLO and Israel recently, the amendment of the 
I lection Law to become one-person-one vote and the impress- 
ion left over from the previous Parliament that it had little 
effect on the actions of the executive authority together are 
influencing the public opinion away from participation, noted 
the Titer. This is a dangerous situation and does not augur 
we.. For democracy in Jordan. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fated A1 Fanek 


Economic adjustment programme reactivated 


VERY few know that the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
declared four months ago the Jordanian economic adjustment 
programme inoperative. It is not known whether this rigid and 
hasty decision by the IMF was made just to put Jordan's 
economic stability and well-being under threat, as a way to 
pressure Jordan for political ends related to what was about to 
happen in the peace process, or the programme was suspended 
due to bank-credit having exceeded the ceiling agreedjipon in 
the programme. Interestingly, the IMF abrupt decision' was 
made at the level of middle management, perhaps to suggest 
that it was a technical affair. 

This explains the tough measures taken by the Central Bank 
to control and check the credit expansion in order not to .give 
the IMF an excuse to withdraw from the implementation of 
the programme. The Central Bank measures were very 
effective because the banks adhered to the strict instructions. 
The month of August witnessed a further reduction of credit 
by JD 27 million, which more than corrected the discrepancy 
the IMF overplayed. 

Last week, the governor of the Central Bank of Jordan 
capitalised on the favourable atmosphere created by the 
presence and activities of His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan in Washington and the successful contacts he made at 
the highest level with the American administration, the IMF 
and the World Bank. The governor requested increasing the 
credit ceiling stipulated in the programme by extra JD 45 
million. When the request is officially approved, within a 
week, the banking system may be allowed to extend np to JD 
72 million more than the ceiling now in effect. This will be 
more than enough to accommodate all legitimate needs of 
healthy economy during the last quarter of 1993. More than 


that- will not be desirable and may give rise to a - wave of 
inflation which we should avoid by all means. 

Based on this, Jordan issued a supplementary letter of intent 
which was signed by the minister of finance and the governor 
of Central Bank. The approval of the Council of Ministers was 
secured ahead of time, before the departure of the Jordanian 
financial and monetary delegation -to Washington to attend the 
annual meetings of the IMF and die 'World Bank. The final 
approval of the board of directors of the IMF is expected any 
moment; thus the economic adjustment programme wfll be 
reinstated and becomes operative again. 

It is worth mentioning that the World Bank, in turn, decided 
to freeze the soft loan of S80 million to finance the develop- 
ment and restructuring of the electricity sector as a result of 
the IMF decision to declare the programme inoperative. The 
loan will once more become available as soon as the 
programme itself becomes formally operative. 

This experience is worth drawing a lesson: It seems that the 
IMF will be more than happy to relieve itself of the 
responsibilities of the programme and Jordan should not 
furnish an excuse for such a withdrawal at the wrong time, 
which may have a negative impact on the Jordanian economy. 
If we do not want pressure to be exerted upon us, the 
management of tbe economy should be extremely cautious to 
avoid discrepancies or make up for them as soon as they are 
identified. Shortcomings do exist now and then, but responsi- 
ble management should remain on top of events at all times. 

Last but not least, the Crown Prince deserves every 
appreciation for his excellent achievements during his trip to 
Washington and New York. His performance, as the right arm 
of the King, was superb and fruitful. 



Return of Iraqi oil 
— a step closer 


Conflicts and arms race 
in the Middle East 


By Dr. S. Farooq Hasnaf 


THE arms race in the Middle 
East, though directly linked 
with the existing conflicts in 
the area, has been further com- 
plicated by the United States' 
arbitrary declaration of the five 
regional states (Iraq, Iran, 
Syria, Libya and Sudan) as 
countries that support terrorist 
activities worldwide. No dis- 
tinction has been made be- 
tween a genuine struggle for 
independence, a quest to attain 
human rights ana isolated acts 
of terrorism. Interesting 
enough, Serbia and other simi- 
lar places have been conve- 
niently ignored. This political- 
ly-biased categorisation bas 
created further ground for dis- 
trust and insecurity that lead to 
arms proliferation. 

There are at least six cate- 
gories of disputes in the Middle 
East region. The first five have 
provoked regional tensions 
with serious international 
ramifications while the sixth is 
still in its incipient stage. 

The first five kinds of dis- 
pute have been instrumental in 
the increasing flow of arma- 
ment to the region in one form 
or the other; they are: 

1. Inter-state wars — Arab- 
Israeli wars of 1948, 1956, and 
1973; the Iran-Iraq war of 
1980-1988; Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. 1990-1991; Armenia- 
Azerbaijan, 1992-1993. 

2. Regional border tensions 
— Iran-United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), 1991; Qatar-Saudi 
Arabia, 1992; Tajikistan- 
Afghanistan, 1993. 

3. Security-related chronic 
issues — Palestinian question, 
1948-; division of Cyprus, 
1973-. 

4. Ethnic pressures — Kurds 
in Turkey. Iraq and Iran. 
Turks in Greece and Bulgaria; 

5. Internal dissent — civil 
war conditions in Algeria; 
Egypt; Sudan. 

The sixth category is en- 
vironment related. It involves 
sharing of water, refugees; 
mineral deposits on borders; 
sites Of religious monuments. 

From 1970 to 1983, the 
Third World arms purchase 
increased by 742 per cent, to 
reach a peak of $28 billion in 
1983. Of the top arms spenders 
from 1985-1988, the seven be-, 
long to the Middle East. This 
tendency continued in 1988, 
with Iraq leading arms import 
S4.5 billion worth of arms, 
followed by Saudi Arabia $3 
billion. Iran $3 billion. Israel 
$2 billion and Egypt $1 billion. 
In 1988 the Egyptians and the 
Israelis were getting 41 per 
cent of their armament imports 


with financing from American 
aid and purchased from Amer- 
ican manufacturers. By 1990, 
the Saudis moved to tbe top of 
the arms buyers list, purchas- 
ing 56.7 billion worth of 
weapons. The mam supplier 
was Britain, followed by the 
U.S. 

In tbe aftermath of the 1990- 
91 Gulf crisis, the U.S. de- 
clared it wanted to “develop” 
regional security in the area, 
i.e., without the inclusion of 
the major regional actors. Iran 
and Iraq. For this it wanted to 
build permanent military bases 
in Bahrain and arms storage 
facilities in Saudi Arabia. But 
these two countries, fearing 
adverse consequences, de- 
clined the American proposals. 
Nevertheless, new security 
agreements were signed with 
Kuwait and Qatar, while old 
treaties with Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain were renewed. In the 
post -Gulf war period, apart 
from Saudi Arabia, the smaller 
countries of the Gulf became 
equally involved in stockpiling 
arms for their “defence, 
needs”. In April 1993, for ex- 
ample, the UAE announced 
plans to buy $3 billion worth of 
military equipment, including 
390 French tanks as well as 
Russian-manufactured 
armoured carriers. In June of 
the same year, the Kuwaiti 
government took a decision to 
spend $12 billion to “rebuild its 
armed forces", mainly through 
the purchase of arms from the 
United States. It also went 
ahead to purchase 236 M1A2 
tanks, worth $1.9 billion, from 
the same source. However, 
analysts dismiss the given 
Gulfs military structures as 
too "inept to use sophisticated 
weapons in sophisticated 
ways." According to one for- 
mer U.S. ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia: “The main purpose for 
military sales to the region has 
always been the money in- 
volved" — which means that a 
genuine security threat is not a 
strategy for the supplier or for 
the spender. 

The arms race in the Middle 
East has acquired a multi- 
dimensional approach. Every 
country comes up with its own’ 
reasons for acquiring more 
arms. It is observed that, the 
“fear of Iran is cited for a 
Saudi buildup, Saudi purchases 
are used to justify Israeli arms 
deals, Syria scrambles to keep 
up with Israel, and so on." 

The chairman of the U.S. 
House Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee, Rep. Lee Hamilton, 
had remarked that in spite of a 


strong desire to put an end to 
the arms race in the Middle 
East, the aims keep on flowing 
under one pretext or the other. 
Sometimes, according to Mr. 
Hamilton, the justification is- 
the need for business and jobs 
(in western societies) while the. 
buyer comes out with a strong 
argument for national security* 
concerns. 

The cost of a conflict and the 
maintenance of peace or even 
the reversed of a condition . 
created by a belligerent state 
have been made extremely 
costly by the leading exporters* 
of arms. For example, owing to 
the 1990-1991 Gulf crisis, de- 
fence arrangement with the 
U.S. presented a tremendous 
financial burden on the con- 
cerned states. It is estimated' 
that the Arab countries of the 
Gulf had to bear a net loss of 
$676 billion as a consequence " 
of the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
and the subsequent war. The 
Arab Monetary Fund in its 
April report said that Iraq sus- 
tained a total loss of $237 
billion while Kuwait suffered 
losses of $240 billion. The two 
countries, between them, 
shared around 70 per cent of 
the total cost of the crisis. 
Apart from that, the Arab 
countries collectively lost 
around $91 billion due to a 
rapid decline in the economic 
growth. Even long before, in 
the aftermath of the Egypt- 
Israel peace treaty of 1979, the 
arms flow into these countries 
increased, instead of declining. 
Since that treaty was signed, . 
both countries received more 
than $5 billion in military loans 
and aid from the U.S. Apart 
from that, the U.S. has con- 
ducted military exercises with 
Egypt while tbe Israelis have 
signed treaties to stockpile 
U.S. equipment and to provide 
air bases. Although a peace 
process was initiated, the posi- 
tive results were immediately 
eroded by other negative con-, 
sequences. One way or 
another the policy of arms traf- 
ficking in the region continued 
unabated. If that is to provide 
a due to the present peace* 
talks, arms buildup should be 
addressed more seriously with- 
in the Arab-Israeli peace 
package. 

On the one hand, tbe U.S. 
and its European allies con- 
tinue to pursue a policy of arms 
exports while they criticise the ■ 
Chinese for the sale of arms 
and technology to the Middle. 
East. Opposition to Chinese 
involvement, according' to a 
Western analyst, depends on 


“just what China sells and to 
whom ...with sales of weapons 
to U.S. allies, Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait, tolerated more 
easily than those to Iran and 
Iraq." The more recent epi- 
sode in the West's crusade 
against Chinese arms sales was 
as recent as August this year 
when an economic embargo 
was imposed on China for the 
transfer of M-ll missile tech- 
nology to Pakistan along with a 
search on the high seas of the 
Iran-bound cargo ship Yinhe, 
for alleged transport of che- 
micals. 

True to American double 
standard, tbe Iraqi people have 
become a victim of continuous 
and prolonged embargo. The 
New York Times, in a recent 
editorial, commented; “In tbe 
months leading up to Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait the Bush 
administration secretly under- 
wrote a good chunk of the $5 
billion lent to Saddam Hussein 
to buy the makings of nudear 
and chemical arms in the Un- 
ited States." The Tunes con- 
cluded that it was these huge 
transactions which encouraged 
the Iraqi leader to invade 
Kuwait. This is one of tbe 
many glaring examples of a 
shifting U.S. perception to- 
wards a given nation, as it suits 
its global interests. 

The main obstacle to curbing 
the arras race in the Middle 
East is the unbalanced attitude 
of the U.S. and its European 
allies. Because of their subjec- 
tive approach, five regional 
powers have turned their 
attention to either alternative 
sources or towards tbe 
advancement of their own 
aims industry. After aU those 
countries’ drive for more arms 
stems from insecurity created 
by the polities of the major 
powers. 

Sanctions and restrictions 1 
will not address the real issues 
which are embodied either in 
the risk a society faces from its 
internal contradictions or from 
unsolved conflicts within the 
environment of the geog- 
raphical boundaries. Another 
component has been the lack 
of international committment 
to settle the disputes — not- 
withstanding the latest PLO- 
Israeii agreement — and to 
establish a viable system to 
redress these issues. 

The writer is a visiting profes- 
sor from Pakistan, working at 
the University of Jordan 's Cen- 
tre for Strategic Studies. He. 
contributed this article to the 
Jordan Times. 


MANAMA — Oil mar- 
kets fear it and Iraqis long 
for it. The return of Iraqi 
oil supplies’ frozen by 
three years of sanctions 
may have drawn signifi- 
cantly closer. 

Iraqi authorities finally 
capitulated to United Na- 
tions 1 demands and turned 
over names of suppliers 
and de tails of now-banned 
weapons programmes to a 
group of U.N. inspectors. 

Famine to do so has 
been a major obstacle to 
ending the ban on Iraqi 
crude over Baghdad’s Au- 
gust 1990 conquest of 
Kuwait. The embargo is 
unlikely to be lifted before 
the middle of next year 
but U.N. officials are talk- 
ing about an important 
step in the right direction. 

“There has been con- 
siderable progress, espe- 
cially in the technical area," 
Rolf Ekeus, head of the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) in charge of 
destroying Iraq’s, prohi- 
bited weapons, said after a 
week’s visit to Iraq. 

“Baghdad’s new atti- 
tude was a for cry from 
last December, when a 
U.N. inspector said an 
Iraqi general told him 
he would break the 
back of any Iraqi pro- 
viding information to 
the UJN. teams.” 


He stressed that in- 
formation given by Iraq 
had to be checked and 
assessed. But subject to 
that, he said UNSCOM 
had for the first time de- 
clared Baghdad to be in 
partial compliance of its 
responsibilities under 
U.N. Security Council re- 
isolntidiis. *”■ * ' • 

... . “We . used., the word 
compliaiicefor the first 
.tune,” Mr. Ekeus said. 

Baghdad’s new attitude 
was a far cry from last 
December, when a U.N. 
inspector said an Iraqi 
general told faun he would, 
break the back of any Ira- 
qi providing information 
to the U.N. teams. 

Unless the information 
Iraq has provided is found 
to be insufficient, only one 
major obstacle seemed to 
block UNSCOM’s certi- 
fication to the Security 
Council of full Iraqi com- 
pliance. 

That is the demand that 
Iraq accept and allow the 
United Nations to imple- 
ment Security Co until Re- 
solution 715, which pro- 
vides for long-term intru- 
sive monitoring of Iraq. 

Mr. Ekeus calls this a 
political decision, one 
which can in theory be 
made quickly. 

He cautions however 
that it would have to be 
accompanied by other de- 
clarations made under 
715, for example regard- 
ing Iraq's high-technology* 
factories that can be used 
for civilian as well as milit- 
ary purposes. 

Beyond that, because of 
U.N. distrust of Iraqi in- 
tentions after false dec- 
larations and harassment 
of U.N. inspectors, Mr. 
Ekeus said UNSCOM 
would want six months of 
implementing the long- 
term monitoring before 
being able to declare com- 
pliance. 

So OPEC and the oil 

markets are safe for at 


By Randall Palmer 

Reuter I 

Til mar- wait before money again. 

aqis long flows freely, 
of Iraqi But Mr. Ekeus sard his 
>zen by main counterpart m Bagh- 
anctions dad* Iraqi Deputy Prime 
i agnifi- Minister Tareq Aziz, ; 

would be resuming nego- 
s finally tiations in New York in 
itedNa- mid-November. _ 
d turned Mr. Aziz could m 
suppliers theory make the necessary 
farmed declarations at that time, 
mestoa In any case Mr. Ekens 
jpectore. said the United Nations 
*sohas would try to move the 
stade to process further during the 
on Iraqi talks. 

ad’s Au- Iraqi moves have been 

□est of notoriously difficult to 
bargo is predict. President Saddam 
d before Hussein bas shown wO- 
sxt year lingness to stall, even at j 
sue talk- great cost to his people. * 
nportant Diplomats say he has 

Section, decided to spurn tbe U.N. 
en con- offer of partial, humanita- 
s, espe- rian oil sales. He appears 
cal area,” to be relying instead on a , 
1 of the total lifting ' of the oil ; 
amission embargo which can only 
barge of be obtained through 
i prohi- weapons compliance, 
d after a Ultimately, it is not up 

aq to Mr. Ekeus or UN- 

— SCOM but the Security 

w atti- Council whether the 
rv from embargo is lifted. 

»h»n * Resolution 687, which 
wncu at {jjj posed ceasefire terms 
sa *“ ending the six-week war 
rid him which drove Iraq from 
ak the Kuwait in February 1991, < 
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fn ity Council agrees that 
"JJ™ Iraq has complied on 
• weapons the ban on im- 

. * * ports from Iraq will end. 
hat m- 1 j jnder President 

Si George Bush, the United 

hleetto States had said that the 
sanctions would stay until 
ji_ President Saddam was re- 
™l d f- moved. 

e ite President Bill Clinton 
, in . has not made it publicly 
clear whether the United: 
„ .J ; . States,, .which has veto- 
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he first 'T l l£lT t * e , e ™ tolE0 
_ jj to be lifted once Iraq com- 
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om last been finn m 00 
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“President Bill 
has not made it publicly 
dear whether the Un- 
ited States, which has 
veto power on the coun- 
cil, would permit the 
embargo to be lifted 
once Iraq complied 
(with U.N. resolution 
715 ).” 

But analysts^ increasing- 
ly believe that due to the 
prolonged suffering of Ira- 
qi citizens, the west may 
be beginning to think that 
once compliance is there 1 
the political costs in the 
region will be too great to 
maintain the embargo. 

In any case, a ban on 
unrestricted exports to 
Iraq is dealt with separate- , 
ly under Resolution 687. 
This could be maintained 
even after the oil embargo 
is lifted. 

Exports to Iraq are tied 
to “the policies and prac- 
tices” of Iraq — thi s 
means linked to issues 
such as human rights, mis- 
sing Kuwaitis and recogni- 
tion of the border with 
Kuwait. 

As for the cash- 
strapped members of the 
Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting CounH 
tries (OPEC), there wfll 
be reluctant to cot their 
output to make room for 
Iraq. 
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Ageing bruisers of 
Greek politics go 
into the ring one 
last time 


By Stephen Weeks 

Reuier 

ATHENS — Like a couple of 
old bruisers long past their 
prime. Prime Minister Con- 
stantine Mitsotakis and social- 
ist leader Andreas Papandreou 
are slugging h out in one last 
election battle to settle 30 
years of enmity. 

The stakes for the ageing 
titans who have dominated 
Greek politics for years are 
higher than before because no 
one expects them to fight each 
other again. 

Mr. Mitsotakis, an austere 
provincial patriarch from 
Crete, is trailing badly and has 
said that if be loses in his fifth 
bout with Mr. Papandreou on 
Sunday, he will throw in the 
towel. 

“If Papandreou is elected I 
will no longer have any ser- 
vices to offer the people and I 
will withdraw,” be said with an 
almost fatalistic air in the final 
days of campaigning. 

Mr. Mitsotakis, who re- 
turned the conservatives to 
power in 1990 for the first time 
in a decade, is between two 
and nine points behind in opin- 
ion polls. That would give Mr. 
Papandreou a solid absolute 
majority in the 300-seat parlia- 
ment. 


“Both men are 74 
and neither Is 
appealing to the 
bulk of the voters, 
who are aged be- 
tween 18 and 30. 
Three smaller par- 
ties are siphoning 
off the votes of the 
disgruntled and 
could provide for 
surprises In the out- 
come.” 


FoHster Panayiotis Dimitras, 
expressing the general view, 
told Reuters: “It's hard to im- 
agine an event so dramatic that 
it could turn the situation 
around for Mitsotakis.” 

Polls also show voters are 
'angry and frustrated that they 
must choose again between 
what many see as a failed past. 
Mr. Papandreou, and a failed 
present, Mr. Mitsotakis. 

- Both men are 74 and neither 
is appealing to the bulk of 
voters, who are aged between 
18 and 30. Three smaller par- 
ties are siphoning off the votes 
of the disgruntled and could 
provide for surprises m the 
outcome. 

Little has gone right for Mr. 
Mitsotakis since he finally beat 
Mr. Papandreou at his fourth 
■ attempt in April 1990 and took 
bis new Democracy Party to 
power with nearly 47 per cent 
of the vote. 

That led many to write off 
Mr. Papandreou, son of the 
late centrist Prime Minister 
George Papandreou and an 
establishment socialist with a 
Harvard degree in economics. 

During his 1981-89 rule he 
delighted the public with bis 
fiery anti-American diatribes 
but he fed amid allegations of 
corruption, while openly car- 
rying on an adulterous affair. 

The calculating and vengeful 
Papandreou left behind a 
poisoned voting system, leav- 
ing Mr. Mitsotakis with a pre- 
carious one-seat majority in 
parliament in spite of his land- 
slide win. 

With his hands tied and a 
prisoner to any lone dissenter 
in his party, Mr. Mitsotakis 
struggled to push through his 
radical free market reforms 
and break tenacious state con- 
trols which had ballooned 
under Mr. Papandreou’s rule. 

Despite his tenuous grip _ on 
power, Mr. Mitsotakis im- 
posed a three-and-a-half year 
econo m ic austerity programme 
which hit the country’s 10 mil- 
lion population hard. 

He relentlessly pressed 
home his message that Greeks 
had lived too well on borrowed 
money under Mr. Papandreou 
and they must pay a heavy 
price to save the European 
Community’s poorest state 
from economic collapse. 

Public utility prices and 
taxes on petrol soared, state 
jobs were slashed and benefits 
from pension and social secur- 
ity funds took heavy blows. 
State -pay rises were held well 
below a double-digit inflation 


rate, now 12.8 per cent 
annually. 

Worse, his ambitious priva- 
tisation plans and development 
projects, which he hoped 
would persuade Greeks he was 
taking them into the future, 
were slow in getting off the 
ground and are now frozen by 
the election. 

The symbol of his hamstrung 
plans is the state Hellenic 
Telecommunications Orga- 
nisation (OTE). Sue foreign 
investors were in the final stage 
of bidding for 35 per cent of 
OTE and management rights. 
If the socialists win, the deal is 
dead. 

Mr. Mitsotakis’s goal in sell- 
ing OTE was to get foreign 
managers to sort out OTE’s 
legendary mess, with 500,000 
Athenians waiting for tele- 
phone lines and those who bad 
one rarely able to make it 
work. 

His gambit, balancing au- 
sterity with development 
through privatisation and an 
expanded private sector, might 
have worked but he was torpe- 
doed from within his own 
ranks. 

Caught up in the winds of 
nationalism sweeping the Bal- 
kans and in the ambitions of 
lieutenants anxious to take his 
place, Mr. Mitsotakis was top- 
pled by his young protege and 
former foreign minister, Anto- 
nis Samaras, 42. 

“It is difficult to rule when 
you’re being stabbed in the 
back with a stiletto, or a pack 
of stilettos,” he lamented after 
calling the election. 

Mr. Samaras set up his own 
nationalist party and then cal- 
led on deputies to abandon 
Mr. Mitsotakis. Two defected, 
forcing the early vote just 
when the government believed 
the benefits of austerity and 
privatisation were about to be 
seen. 

Failure to control Mr. 
Samaras and failure to push 
through his economic prog- 
ramme more quickly have 
forced Mr. Mitsotakis into the 
role of underdog and revived 
Mr: Papandrdou’s fortunes. 

So confident is Mr. Papan- 
dreou that he rarely campaigns 
on behalf of his PASOK 
Socialist Party and he is clearly 
delighted that Mr. Mitsotakis’s 
own unpopularity is doing the 
socialists’ work for them. 

If he wins, Mr. Papandreou 
will be exacting sweet revenge 
on Mr. Mitsotakis, with whom 
he has exchanged insults since 
the 1960s. 


“So deep Is their, 
mutual loathing 
that after driving 
Mr. Papandreou 
from power in June 
1989, Mr. Mitsota- 
lds hauled him and 
four of his senior 
ministers before a 
court on corruption 
charges.” 


So deep is their mutual 
loathing that after driving Mr. 
Papandreou from power in 
June 1989. Mr. Mitsotakis 
haiiled him and four of his 
senior ministers before a court 
on corruption charges. 

Mr. Mitsotakis swore he 
wbuld let justice run its course 
and was delighted at the 
thought of Mr. Papandreou 
behind bars, but judges voted 
seven to six for acquittal in 
January 1992. 

Mr. Mitsotakis cut his losses 
and dropped a second indict- 
ment' for illegal wiretapping. 

Mr. Papandreou has accused 
Mr. Mitsotakis of fabricating 
evidence against hint in an 
effort to dekroy the socialist 
movement. 

“This abnormal and abbrevi- 
ated period is over. Those who 
deceived the Greek people 
once with lies and fabrications 
will never do so again,” he told 
an election rally this week. 

Some diplomats expressed 
concern that if Mr. Papan- 
dreou won, the socialists could 
launch a new round of political 
deansing and trials to avenge 
themselves on Mr. Mitsotakis 
and his followers. 

“It’s the .worse case scenario 
but prominent socialists are 
already talking openly of 
paying back Mitsotakis and hb 
camp in kind," one European 
Community diplomat said. 


University education and future 
citizens — aspirations and fears 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


The role of our university 
students in the formal institu- 
tions in charge of their educa- 
tion is especially important to 
examine during these histor- 
ically dramatic times. College 
•years are milestones indeed. 
Not only do they significantly 
shape (positively or negative- 
ly) the personalities of vast 
numbers of students enrolling 
year after year at our rapidly 
.expanding universities, but 
also, simultaneously and in- 
evitably, they determine the 
very nature and essence of 
the sodety in which these 
students soon become either 
active and productive or pas- 
sive and burdensome mem- 
bers. In fact, it is the intrinsic 
quality (the character itself) 
of the human product pro- 
vided by our higher educa- 
tion establishments which 
will have the ultimate say in 
our survival in the days to 
come. 

University life is not simply 
a process of teaching and 
learning, though these two 
tasks are certainly central and 
.sacred. Rather, it is educa- 
'tion and experience. An ex- 
celling university is different 
from a poor or average one 
not only because of its dis- 
tinguished staff (both 
academic and administra- 
tive), sophisticated curricula 
and effective methodology 
but also because of the wide 
, range of opportunities it 
.makes available to its stu- 
dents and of its ability to 
translate such opportunities 
.into eveiyday reality. 

Undeniably, students gain 
a great deal from a rich and 
healthy class environment, 
but they gain almost as much 
from other equally crucial 
campus activities. The gener- 
al seminars one attends, the 
films one watches, the com- 
mittees one works on, the* 
clubs one becomes a member 
of, the serious intellectual en- 
counters one has in the hall- 
way or the cafeteria, the 
teams one joins, the reading 
groups one fonns. etc., are 


losophy and happy circumst- 
ances which gave birth to it. 
some seventeen years ago the 
student/institution rela- 
tionship may still be far bel- 
ter than that at similar estab- 
lishments) but also at almost 
all other sister universities, 
both public and private, 
where I have either taught 
part-time or visited. 

The picture is not all that 
pleasing. For the vast major- 
ity of our students (80 per 
cent of the whole student 
body, I would say) fruitful 
interaction outside the das-- 
sroom is, believe it or not, 
non-existent. Most students 
come to the university with 


ly, the number was notice- 
ably small. Out of over a 
thousand English majors offi- 
cially registered in the spe- 
cialisation, only about 50-60 
students (i.e. 5 per cent) 
attended the various func- 
tions regularly. A meagre 
percentage indeed. This 
means that over 900 students 
in the English Department 
were intellectually indiffe- 
rent. lukewarm and careless. 
Clearly, this is bad news. 

The good news, however, 
is that foe 50-60 students par- 
ticipated in nearly all the 
activities devotedly and faith- 
fully. Obviously, they be- 


4 ‘For the vast majority of our students — 80%' 
— fruitful interaction outside the classroom is 
non-existent. Most students come to the uni- 
versity with books under their arms, drag 
themselves to classes, sit and chat casually on 
the stairs, under the trees or in the cafeteria, 
and then go home.” 


books under their arms,’ drag 
themselves to classes, sit and 
chat casually on the stairs, 
under foe trees or in the 
cafeteria, and then go home. 
The more irresponsible and 
sulky ones spend their time 
staring at the passers-by, 
blowing smoke in foe air, 
passing rude comments or 
jokes around and talking 
loudly; 

Whether we like it or not, 
our college environment is, 
unfortunately, a spitting im- 
age of foe environment in our 
sodety at large, not a moving 
or motivating force. What a 
waste! What a pity! 

Only the handful few get 
really involved. In a noble 
attempt to inject some intel- 
lectual vitality and vigor in 
our student body, last year. 


nefitted a great deal from foe 
campaign: their initial shy- 
ness and hesitation dis- 
appeared almost completely,' 
their expression sharpened 
tremendously, their aware- 
ness of their needs and duties 
and of those of others grew 
noticeably, and their sense of 
responsibility and commit- 
ment increased immensely. 
On foe whole, they became 
much more independent and 
reliable. This is foe best one 
hopes to gain from university 
education. 

Several guest speakers 
were truly impressed by their 
civility, maturity and sense of 
belonging to the institution. 
As for me, I admired their 
enthusiasm, their thirst for. 
knowledge and their intellec- 
tual excellence. If there is 


Naturally also, they will influ- 
ence society negatively upon 
their graduation: not only 
will they make poor, 
mediocre citizens but will, 
due to the nature of the 
sensitive jobs they will most 
probably hold, also spoil and 
corrupt others. Many of them 
will work as teachers, civil 
servants, public relations em- 
ployees, radio and TV 
announcers and programme 
writers and producers, jour- 
nalists. politicians, etc. 

One knows, of course, 
where the roots of the prob- 
lem lie. Years of neglect and 
repression by the family and 
the school will yield only re- 
sults like this. What does one 
expect children who, without 
the minimal degree of paren- 
tal care, are in foe streets 
from dawn to dusk — playing 
soccer in the roads and alleys, 
invading trash cans, torturing 
a stray dog, harassing drivers, 
etc. (if you do not believe it, 
go to the so-called “popular” 
areas in Amman and the rest' 
of foe Kingdom and see for 
yourself) — to do when they 
,come to the university and 
have long hours to spend on 
campus between classes? 
What does one expect from 


you do not take yourselves 
seriously, no one will. 

Having said this, however, 
we must insist that the main 
responsibility falls upon the 
institution. With due respect 

(and I mean it) to all what 
our colleges and "universities 
are doing in this respect, 1 
believe they have not been 
doing enough. I know, of 
course, that our higher 
education establishments 
have been providing opportu- 
nities, impressive in both 
their philosophy and their 
scope. At Yarmouk Universi- 
ty, for instance, I have 
counted more than 25 elute 
and societies designed speci- 
fically to cater for the stu- 
dent’s various needs. There 
is, in addition to the many 
sport teams and specialised 
forums in the individual de- 
partmeitts, the following 
general ones: Thought and 
Dialogue Forum, the Folk- 
lore Club, foe Cine Club, the 
Potential Leadership Prog- 
ramme, Community Service 
•Society, Health Club, 
Friends of foe Blood. Bank, 
Friends of foe Environment, 
Modern Languages Dub, foe 
'Literary Club, and many 
more. What more does one 


“What does one expect children who, without 
the minimum degree of parental care, are in the 
streets from dawn to dusk — playing soccer in 
the roads and alleys, torturing a stray dog and 
harassing drivers — to do when they come to 
university and have long hours to spend on 
campus between classes?” 


implemented in" the right.. . - . . 

manner, such activities will “ n ncb 211 intensive, varied 


both enjoyable and highly r»— 52*** in the -English . 

educational. Overseen end \ _ ^ Yarmou^ got hppe for -QUf sodety in the 

f r ai1c ? ' decided to days to come, it shall most 

certainly spring from such’ 
portion of the student body. 

But the silent, dull major- 
ity poses a problem. Students 
belonging to this category 
seem to be unexcited, unex- 
, citable and in many cases 
.unreachable. They are bla- 
tantly sceptical, cynical and- 
dismissive of campus activi- 
ties. Nothing seems to in- 
• terest them. Naturally, they 
get very little (if anything) 
out of college experience. 


undoubtedly help create 

(generally) well-developed 
and (more spedfically) well- 
trained students, politically 
(in foe wider sense of the 
word), emotionally and intel- 
lectually. 

I have, for almost a decade 
now, been watching dosely 
the state of our campus life, 
not only at Yarmonk Uni- 
versity where I teach, (and 
where, due to the sound phi- 


and interesting campaign 
comprising seminars (by both 
■ faculty and students), 
documentary films, public 
lectures and coDoquia (with 
engaging guest speakers from 
in side and outside foe uni- 
versity), poetry readings, 
spontaneous Socratic dia- 
logues, etc. 

I kept a dose eye on the 
number and reaction of foe 
participating students. Pre- 
dictably, and somewhat sadr 


those who never joined a dub 
at school, never pursued a 
hobby seriously, were never 
encouraged to participate in 
school life? We do both 
understand and sympathise. 
But we also do blame.. 

College students are 
adults, not children. There is 
a time in one's life when one 
stops lamenting one's misfor- 
tune and fate and stops find- 
ing excuses for one’s own 
drawbacks and mistakes. 
College time is foe time when 
one pulls one's self together 
and gets involved. No one 
understands one's own 
wishes, aspirations, and ills 
better than one's own self.- 
Reform can be self-initiated 
and self-implemented. I say 
to such students: Wake up; if 


want? 

But while there is not much 
of a problem when it comes 
to creating and extending 
opportunities, there seems to 
be a serious flaw in the ap- 
plication and realisation. 
Let’s not forget that the ma- 
jor bulk of foe students, for 
whom such activities are de- 
signed, is not participating in 
them. We cannot decree foe 
formation of clubs and 
societies and expect our stu- 
dents to flock to them. They 
.do not and will not. Nor can 
we simply talk to them and 
s?y “No one has re sponded.” 

What we need to do, as an 
institution, is to try to sell foe 
-activities to foe students, by 
all m ea ns availab le apd with 
all pur dedication, patience. 


•skills. What is "needed is an 
outreach programme. 
Reaching out for foe “un- 
reachable" students is much 
like foe process of fundrais- 
ing. One cannot send letters 
to donors and wait for them 
to donate. No, hard work 
begins after foe forwarding of 
the letter: one has to call by 
phone, to go see potential 
donors, to invite them to a 

reception, etc. I strongly be- 
lieve that if we go out of our 
way to exert an extra effort 
and make a genuine attempt, 
we can achieve some success. 
We cannot, 1 am sure, make 
all students join, but we can 
at least raise the percentage 
of participants from five to 
20, 30. or even 40. _ _ 

The institution may also 
have to work on the students 
psychologically. Many of 
them suffer from a serious 
attitude problem and from a 
real sense of fear. One stu- 
dent informed me (and this is 
a typical reservation) that the 
first thing bis father said to 
him when he registered at the 
university was to stay away 
from clubs and societies, to 
stay away from trouble. It is 
not easy for the students to 
overcome such distrust and. 
fear and just plunge into the 
new environment. The in- 
stitution has an important 
-role to play: it has to create 
an atmosphere of confidence 
to help the students cross the 
various barriers set up 
through misguided ways of 
upbringing and bad past ex- 
periences. 

Finally, I have faith in foe 
potential ability of both the 
majority of our students and' 
of our institutions to live up 
to expectations. The matter is 
serious. Our very existence, 
and our very destiny are at 
stake. If foe high hopes we 
pin on the democracy/peace 
era are to be successfully 
realised and the risks skilfully 
averted, we (individuals and 
institutions alike) must begin 
sooner than later a process of 
real change in our attitude 
and in our approach. We 
expect the new Middle Hast 
to be extremely competitive 
and challenging. It is a most 
for our future citizen, there- 
fore, to be truly efficient, 
competent, excelling and 
highly marketable. There is 
no room for mediocrity. 

The writer ban assbtant pro- 
fessor of American literature 
in the English Department at 
Yarmouk University, Irhid. 
He' contributed this article to 
the Jordan Times. 1 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S POSITION 

The Jordanian-American Commission 
for Educational Exchange 

The newly established Jordanian-American Commission tor Educational 
Exchange (The Fulbright Commission), Amman, Jordan, invites applica- 
tions from Jordanian and American citizens for the position of executive 
director. 

The Commission is a non-profit, bi-national entity responsible for 
administering a complex programme of international academic ex- 
change between the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the United 
States of America. 

The successful candidate must be fluent in English and familiar with 
Arabic, have strong oral and written communication skills, be thoroughly 
conversant with the educational systems of the two countries, and hold 
an earned PhD. He or she must have at least five years’ experience in a 
senior academic/financial managerial position (preferable in a cross- 
cultural, Arab-American environment) and at least two years experience 
living in the Arab World (for a Jordanian applicant, two years’ experience 
living in the United States). Working knowledge of the policies and 
procedures of the Fulbright Programme and experience in multi/bilateral 
organisations are desirable. 

Duties will include, but not be limited to, the management of all aspects 
of the Commission’s operation — administrative, financial, personnel 
and public relations. Candidates must be effective when interacting with' 
Jordanian and American government officials and academics and be. 
able to guide the implementation of an international exchange program- 
me that meets the changing needs of both countries, ensuring that the 
Commission fulfills the legislative intent and purposes of the bilateral 
agreement. 

The application should include a cover letter and a technical writing 
sample. 

A one-year renewable contract; salary negotiable. Apply by November 
1,1993 to: 

(b Jerfca) (b &• IMtei State) 

Jonathan K. Rice JontfianICBto 

American Embassy (UStS) Unit 78205 

P-0* Box 354 AP0 AE 89892-6205 

Amman, 1118 Jontei 


VACANCY FINANCE 


A major Multinational Company operating 

out of a regional office in Amman seeks to employ a person to 
fill a newly created position in the Finance Department . 


The successful candidate will report directly to the Area 
Finance Manager. He will be responsible for the 
preparation of feasibility studies, the preparation of 
forecasts and plans, the periodical updating of certain 
computerized systems and the implementation of new 
operating systems . 


A university degree in Finance or Accounts 
and /or member of a recognized professional account- 
ing body in the US (CPA) or in the UK (ACA orACCA) . 
Prior experience in a similar position is essential, 
literacy in computers ( Spreadsheets , Accounting 
packages ETC) will be considered an advantage. 



A very generous remuneration package above the going 
local rates will be offered to the successful candidate . 

If interested please submit your resume in English to : 
Attention : Finance Manager 
Vacancy Finance 
P.O.Box 830848 
Amman 


Applications should be received by October 21st, 1993 
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Shares scale new peaks 
at four European bourses 


FRANKFURT (R) — Share 
markets closed at record highs 
in Frankfurt. London. Zurich 
and Stockholm Friday as hopes 
for global economic recovery 
and easier credit took hold. 

The Frankfurt Bourse closed 
at an all-time high for the 
fourth consecutive day, asto- 
nishing traders who had ex- 
pected interest to peter out as 
the weekend approached. 

The 30-share DAX index 
ended up 7.97 points at 
2,005.01, closing above the 
2,000 mark for the first time 
ever as a week-long rally con- 
tinued. 

Swiss shares hit their third 
record high of the week with 
the blue-chip SMI index 
adding 5.8 points to close at 
2,533.8. News that several 
banks had cut cash bond rates 
and were lowering mortgage 
rates brought new money into 
the bourse. 

In London, a late rally shook 
the market out of a direction- 
less drift, and the Financial 
Times-Stock Exchange (FT5E) 
100-share index ended at its 
highest closing level so far, 
rising 16.2 points to 3,108.6. 
Dealers said the gains arose 
from continued stock shortages 
and after a rally in FTSE fu- 
tures. 

Stockholm's O.M. index, 
based on 25 shares on the main 
bourse list, also finished at new 
all-time closing high of 


1,052.27, up from 1,044.89, 
after heavy turnover. 

The Paris Bourse rallied, 
shadowing other European 
markets, with the CAC-40 in- 
dex ahead 8.97 points at a 
2.156,38 but off its record high 
of 2,222.87. 

Dutch shares were expected 
to scale new highs next week 
after dosing mostly firmer on 
Friday. The EOE index 
finished 0.28 points higher at 
360.76, within striking distance 
of the all-time high of 367.23 
set on Aug. 31. 

Strong buying continued 
into electronic inter-bank trad- 
ing in Germany after bourse 
floor trading had closed, and 
market participants said the 
bull trend seemed unstopp- 
able. 

“Everyone is extremely bul- 
lish ...above the 2,000 level 
there are no (chart) resistance 
levels,” one trader said. 

Liquidity from investment 
funds, keen to move out of 
lower yielding money market 
funds as German interest rates 
slide, had flooded the market, 
dealers said. 

Klaus Roepke, analyst at 
Janies Capel in Frankfurt-, was 
confident share prices would 
continue to climb. “We are in a 
liquidity boom.” he said. 

German stocks have been 
gaining strongly since Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin suc- 
cessfully fought off a challenge 


by parliament to his rule at the 
start of this week. 

Prospects for even lower in- 
terest rates and hopes that 
Germany is beginning to crawl 
out of its worst post-war reces- 
sion have further bolstered the 
market. 

Revived hopes of lower in- 
terest rates in Switzerland are 
expected to boost Swiss shares 
to further highs, analysts say, 
and predict the SPI index will 
climb another five per cent by 
year-end. 

The start of Friday's session 
in Frankfurt had been slow 
with most operators predicting 
a period of consolidation. A 
new assault on the 2,000 level 
on the DAX had not been 
expected until next week. On 
Thursday the DAX briefly 
breached 2,000 before retreat- 
ing. 

However, dealers said pro- 
fessional traders had been 
forced to cover positions by 
buying stocks as investment 
funds moved in late in the 
session. 

Utilities shares were among 
the most sought-after stocks as 
buyers picked up shares in 
sectors neglected in the first 
days of the rally. Shares in 
electricity firm RWE rose 
11.10 marks to 473, while 
shares of Veba A.G. energy 
conglomerate closed 4.30 
marks higher on the day at 
45930. 


ASEAN 
to set up 
3rd growth 
triangle 

SINGAPORE (AFP) - 
Malaysia. Brunei, the Philip- 
pines and Indonesia are setting 
up a growth triangle to bolster 
trade and investment in the 
third such venture by the Asso- 
ciation of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN), it was 
announced Friday. 

The east ASEAN growth 
triangle will comprise Indone- 
sia's Sulawesi ana Kalimantan 
areas, Mindanao in the south- 
ern Philippines, the eastern 
Malaysian states of Sabah and 
Sarawak and tiny oil-rich 
Brunei. Indonesia's Industry 
and Trade Coordinating Minis- 
ter Hartarto said. 

The ASEAN countries, 
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore and 
Thailand are already involved 
in two other growth triangles. 

The southern growth triang- 
le comprising Indonesia's Riau 


Peugeot crashes into loss 


PARIS (R) — PSA Peugeot 
Citroen. Europe's third car 
•maker, crashed into the red in 
the first six months of 1993, 
falling victim to a slump in 
European car sales. 

The car maker, which makes 
both Peugeot and Citroen cars, 
made a first-half net attribut- 
able loss of 1.12 billion francs 
(S197.6 million) after a 2.32 
billion francs ($409.2 million) 
profit in the same period in 
1992. it said Thursday. 

A 17.3 per cent fall in Euro- 
pean sales of new cars in the 
first half of the year had 
thrown the car industry into an 
unprecedented crisis and 
Peugeot would new have to cut 
jobs and use more short-time 
work, it said. 


“During the first half of 
1993. (markets) deteriorated at 
an unprecedented rhythm in an 
economic climate marked by a 
general loss in confidence in 
the future and persistent cur- 
rency disorder.” it added. 

Currency fluctuations 
knocked 1.29 billion francs 
($227.5 million) off its results 
as sterling, the lira and peseta 
slumped against the franc. 
Without those movements, it 
would have made a slight pro- 
fit. Peugeot said. 

First half sales fell 11.6 per 
cent to 73.05 billion French 
francs ($12.89 billion). 

Peugeot accused Japanese 
car makers of contributing to 
overcapacity and poor com- 
petition conditions, saying they 


stole nearly another percen- 
tage point of European market 
share. 

The European Community 
(EC) had permitted Japanese 
makers to raise their 1993 ex- 
port quota to the EC by more 
than 1.3 million units com- 
pared with the level agreed to 
in 1991. it said. 

But the company retained its 
11.9 per cent share of the 
European market by making 
gains in Germany and Britain. 

Its non-European sales rose 
sharply, gaining 10 per cent to 
116.200 vehicles compared 
with the first half of last year as 
exports increased to Poland, 
South America and China, 
where both Peugeot and Cit- 
rotntmodels are now made. 


province. Singapore and- 
Malaysia's Johor state has 
already taken off while pro- 
jects are being identified in the 
proposed northern growth 
triangle involving southern 
Thailand, northern peninsular 
Malaysia and Sumatra, offi- 
cials said. 

“The east ASEAN growth 
triangle has much marine re- 
sources and potential for joint 
undertakings in the energy, 
tourism and trade sectors,” 
Rizalino Navarro. Philippine 
trade and industry minister, 
said after annual talks with his 
ASEAN counterparts. 

Mr. Navarro said that a 
memorandum of understand- 
ing to expedite the develop- 
ment of the east ASEAN 
growth triangle was expected 
to be signed by the four coun- 
tries in December. 

“The growth triangle was 
mooted ny Indonesia some 
time ago and this was followed 
up by President Fidel Ramos 
during a recent visit to Jakar- 
ta,” Mr. Navarro said. 

Singapore Prime Minister 
Gob Cbok Tong, who opened the 
ASEAN economic ministers 
meeting here Thursday, said 
that growth triangles would 
draw the economies of the six 
member countries closer and 
“demonstrate what ASEAN 
can achieve as a group.” 


Sugar prices should rise as supply falls 


LONDON (R) — World 
stocks of sugar will drop furth- 
er over the next 12 months, 
leading to steadily firming 
prices as consumption out- 
paces output, according to a 
spate of recent estimates by 
industry experts. 

“The sugar market could be 
very exciting over the next few 
months,” said Farideh Brom- 
field. a sugar analyst with trade 
house E.D. F. Man. 

Prices are now hovering a 
little under 11 cents a pound for 
.New York's March-delivery 
raws position. That is well be- 
low nighs of some 13 cents 
earlier this Year but above the 


only eight cents seen near the 
start of 1993. 

So far the market impact of 
the projected shortfalls has 
been limited but the experts 
say it should be not long before 
prices strengthen as the latest 
assessments sink in. 

Several leading forecasters 
have published their predic- 
tions for the 1993/94 sugar year 
(October/September), and all 
of them show the same trend: 
Less output than demand. 

The most recent was F. O. 
Licht, which Thursday put 
world 1993/94 production at 
112.90 million tonnes, raw 


value, compared to consump- 
tion of 114.20 million tonnes 
and a 2.14 million tonne drop 
in stocks. It said that unlike 
last year, the continuing 
plunge in stocks would have to 
affect prices this. tjme. 

Companies vary on how they 
count the crops, but all pre- 
dicted larger supjply deficits 
and stock drawdowns than 
1992/93. 


E. D. F. Man Wednesday 
saw world consumption out- 
stripping demand by 734,000 
tonnes while the International 
Sugar Organisation Dut the ex- 
cess demand at 2.03 million. 
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Silver market still 
shines but could fade 


LONDON (R) — Silver prices 
continued to shine Friday, as 
the market rose to a one- 
month peak for the second - 
consecutive day, but market 
analysts said its rally was un- 
likely to last much longer. 

Silver was fixed in London at 
$4.3650 an ounce, up from 
$4.33 Thursday and showing a 
gain of more than eight per 
cent in the last week. 

“My feeling is we won’t see 
it go too far above $4.40. It’s 
encountering good trade sell- 
ing and would have to break 
$4.50 to really take off,” said 
Rhona O'Connell, precious 
metals analyst at brokers T. 
Ho are and Co. 

The current run-up in prices 
began Wednesday and was 
triggered by strong buying in 
the European options market. 

Options give the holder the 
right but not the obligation to 
buy a commodity at a set 
(strike) price and date. 

Silver’s relatively low cost for 
a precious metal makes it 
attractive for speculative trad- 
ing and vulnerable to sharp 
, price swings. 

“These flurries are not 
'driven by demand fun- 
damentals. Silver is the spe- 
culative market par excell- 
ence,” one analyst said. 

Silver is still a long way from 


a 43-month peak of $5.50 
reached in early August as a 
well-publicised speculative ral- 
ly by gold spilled over into 
other precious metals. 

Then gold tumbled and sil- 
ver followed, plunging to 
$3.90, from which level it bad 
made tittle progress until this 
week. Six months ago silver 
was languishing around $3.56, 
its lowest price for nearly 20 
years. 

But despite world recession, 
industrial demand for stiver is 
outstripping mine stipply, 
analysts said. 

According to independent 
analysts Commodity Research 
International (CRI), total 
mine supply last year was 
13,723 tonnes and demand 
14,080, leading to -a deficit of 
357 tonnes. 

CRT’s Tony Warwick-Oung 
expects the deficit to grow to 
around 500 tonnes this year as 
production remains steady but 
demand rises a little. 

Other analysts say a diffe- 
rent picture emerges if exten- 
sive world stocks are taken into 
account. New York market 
warehouses hold around 8,500 
tonnes, enough to supply this 
year's projected deficit for 17 


K . whue dealers’ vaults in 
on and Zurich contain a 


lot more. 


Italian tax climbdown 
stirs policy doubts 


There is some concern oyer 
the large amounts of Brazilian 
sugar which could remain in 
»* system for another three 
jnths, Ms. Bromfield said. 
Analysts pointed to Asia as 
the major growth area for de- 
mand, notably India and Chi- 
na, but question-marks still 
hung over the former Eastern 
Bloc economies. 

“Sugar prices can go up 
further ...but they won't go sky- 
high because people do not 
want to hold large stocks," Ms. 
Bromfield said. She added that 
in recent years once prices did 
rise too high then buyers would 
start cutting back. 


MILAN (R) — Parliament’s 
victory in a tussle over a key 
tax reform has stirred, fears 
that the cabinet of Prime 
Minister Carlo Azeglio Ciampi 
may weaken in its resolve to 
fight Italy’s budgetary ills, eco- 
nomists said Friday. 

. The government has been 
forced to back down over re- 
form to a so-called minimum 
tax which for the past year has 
been levied successfully on the 
self-employed and small 
businesses. 

Under pressure from parlia- 
ment, mindful of looming elec- 
tions. the government has 
agreed to speed up changes to 
the controversial tax which will 
pull some of its teeth and cut 
government revenues for next 
year. 

The government, which- is 
committed to trimming around 
seven -■ per' cent off Italy’s 
budget deficit next year, de-; 
spite economic recession, says 
the reform will cost it about 1.4 
trillion tire ($875 million) in 
lost tax revenues in 1994. 

Economists say it is not die 
amount of money that con- 
cerns them but the fact that the 
government of former central 
banker Ciampi, who prides 
himself on being independent 
of political pressure, has been 
seen to retreat again. 

Last month, the government 
ordered state energy group 
Ente Nazionale Idrocarburi to 
withdraw layoff notices for 
several hundred workers at a 
loss-making fertilizer plant in 
southern - Italy after workers 
there rioted. 

“It is a bad sign,” said Mario 


HI J I GUESS > 
YOU KNOW THAT 
SCHOOL STARTS 
. NEXT WEEK.. > 



BEFORE YOU KNOW IT. 
THOUSANDS OF SCREAMING 
KIDS WILL BE RUNNING 
THROUGH YOUR HALLS J 



JUST THINKING 
ABOUT IT 
G1N/ES ME 
^ ROOM-ACHE. 1 

vl ^ 



“Stanley still holds my hand at the 
movies... just to keep me out of 
his popcorn." 


Andy Capp 


TOiSfl®!! 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold 




."■laiHj 

WBBOia/ 
WlHUH 


Mutton’ Jeff 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as suq- 
ges‘ed by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


Print answer hen: 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; IGLOO AORTA PAUNCH DISCUS 
Answer, ftuiy contract lo give you a comfortable ride 



Price war takes new 
turn in British 
newpaper industry 


Noera, chief economist at 
Milan marchant bank Euromo- 
biliare, referring to the tax 
decision. 

“The government's 
strongest card with the finan- 
cial markets had been confi- 
dence it would be able to resist 
political lobbying. Now we 
know it is wilting to comprom- 
ise,” he said. 

The tax measure marked 
one of the first serious 
attempts to crack down on 
Italy’s chronic tax evasion. 

It is widely credited with a 
huge increase in tax revenues 
that has put the government 
comfortably on track to hit a 
1993 budget deficit goal of 
about 150 trillion lire ($94 mil- 
lion). 

It wouId. be the first time in 
years that an Italian govern- 
ment has succeeded in meeting 
a budget target. 

The tax, however, was wide-, 
ly criticised as inflexible. The 
National Confederation of 
Small Businesses argued that 
many small companies bad 
simply opted to dose because 
they could not afford to meet 
the tax bills. 

The measure assumes a 
minimum revenue for the self- 
employed and small com- 
panies, based on such guide- 
lines as the number of em- 
ployees and the type of 
occupation, to assess a base 
level of taxation. 

The government had already 
agreed to reform the law from 
the 1995 tax year by making 
the tax levels an indication 
rather than an obligation. 


LONDON (R) — The Inde- 
pendent newspaper announced 
a price rise Friday despite a 
bitter British circulation war 
that started in July when media 
magnate Rupert Murdoch be- 
gan slashing the cost of some of 
bis titles. 

The independent said its 
Monday to Saturday editions 
would cost 50 pence (76 cents) 
from next Tuesday, up five 
pence, and its weekly sister 
broadsheet, the Independent 
on Sunday would rise 10 pence 
to £1,00 ($1,52), both with 

expanded formats. 

The increases make them 
the country’s expensive mass 
market papers. Their owner. 
Newspaper Publishing PLC, 
seems to be betting Mr. Mur- 
doch’s strategy was wrong. 

“It's either folly or extreme 
confidence,” said industry 
analyst Derek Terrington of 
London brokers Kieinwort 
Benson. , ^ 

Mr. Murdoch's News Corp 
PLC cut the price of The Times 
to 30 pence (46 cents) from 45 
pence (69 cents) last month, a 
move The Independent alleged 
was aimed at putting it out of 
business. In July it had cut the 
price of The Sun, its daily 
tabloid which boasts the big- 
gest circulation in Britain, to 
20 pence. 

The Times has said that con- 
trary to popular wisdom news- 
paper sales wtere price- 
sensitive, just like most other 
commodities. 

The Independent says read- 
ers know they get what they 
pay for and low prices are no 
substitute for quality. 


It wasn’t yet clear who got it 
right. The Audit Bureau of 
Circulation, the industry’s in- 
dependent monitor, said 
September figures were not 
due out until Oct. 18. 

Kleinwoit Benson’s Terring- 
ton said so far The Times 
seemed ro have added slightly 
to its circulation figures, which 
were around 360,000 copies a 
day before the price cut. 

The Independent, which was 
at about 340,000 a day, 
appears to have held up well. 
He believes the losers indude 
the Daily Telegraph, which he 
reckons has lost 10,000 to 

20.000 from its 1,020,00 cir- 
culation, and the tabloid Daily 
Mail, which has Inst 20,000 to 

30.000 from its daily figure of 
1,770.000. 

Dogged since it was founded 
in 1986 by lack of cash, The 
Independent has the most at 
stake in the price wars. 

“This move smacks of de- 
speration," said BZW analyst 
Vighnesh Padiachy. “They 
obviously badly need the re- 
venues.” 

The Independent’s owner. 
Newspaper Publishing, is 
working on a financial restruc- 
turing and some industry esti- 
mates are that it mins to raise 
£20 million ($30.5 million). 

The company is so worried 
by The Times price cuts it has 
asked British fair trading au- 
thorities to investigate on the 
grounds of predatory pricing. 
It believes News Corp is willing 
to subsidise its loss-making 
Tunes to cut competition in the 
market by driving The Inde- 
pendent out of business. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY OCTOBER 10, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: into finding some new. modern 

Start this new week right fay ways to do your services better, 
analysing and studying all that is ubra; (September 23 to Octo- 
practical and make your changes ^ 22 ) Think about what you 
accordingly so that you enjoy a ^ ^ ^ make your home bap- 
greater amount of efikaeiMgr and pier and more comfortable site at 
productivity both at home and at whidi to reside with care and go 

out jto. amusements you enjoy. 
AWES: (March 21 to April 19) SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
This is not die day for worldly November 21) Don’t go to see 
activities or interests but at the persons or at conditions which 
same tixne yoo-can consider your are limiting or depressing but 
personal aims and make progress instead your home ts most satis- 
in a plan to gain them. factory plans at (unction. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 

Sr m to December 21) Whatever you 

ways to have a more secure haw =„ _ in/f ' aMenH „ J f . 


structure to your life make sure 
that you consult with a very up to 
date prominent person. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) # 
Instead of doing the same old 
things with your attachment try 
out some advanced and unique 
means by which to enjoy yourself 
this day. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don’t cry to wow a 
partner by doing the same thing 
or make same plans over and 
Overby fading new ways to reduce 
joint venture to a success. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Don’t get involved in usual 
routine duties but you make the 
biggest progress by getting out in 
the world and drinking in fasci- 
nating outlets. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Make a point now to 
avoid entertainment activities for 
they would disappoint and get 


have in mind to attend of a 
material manner is best done 
during the coming weekdays and 
now you can visit fascinating 
companions. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your own ideas are 
not good or likely to be produc- 
tive of good results but you have 
an adviser who is up on the 
current conditions who can be 
he!pfbi. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You can have some 
highly inspired ideas how best to 
gain your unusual objectives so 
go after them and don't hang 
Onto a depressing condition. 

4 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Seek out persons and 
periodicals that are very up to 
date in their views and plan your 
future activities from them and 
don’t with a project that stiffles 
you. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Richard Thome* 



ACROSS 
1 Gave a marie to 
6 6Mr around In 
flUd 

11 Pasting tency 

14 Soap punt 

15 — couture 

16 Papal name 

17 Stephen King 
novo) 

19 Hoo-fta 

20 Morsel 

21 Coat of paint 
23 'Tristram 

Shandy" author 
2S County Wn 
28 Exact repficas 
27 
2B 

'29 Anchor Connie 
30 Outdo 

33 Move tiowty 

34 TV dramas 

35 Sumptuous 

36 Extrema degree 

37 Scum sites 

38 Trea primate 

39 Two-seated 

carriage 

41 Tap 

42 Theft on the 
high seas 

43 Plant k»er 

44 static type 

45 Hatter 


Mampue 
Ingredient 
47 Oregon pm 

52 Mite or mM 
ancQng 

53 Raze 

54 Crater on the 
moon 

55 Norse god 

56 Delete 

57 Busybody 

DOWN 

1 Britain’s flyers 
2 "— my 
brother's 


iiii! 


in ami aa 
aaaaai aaa 


19B aaaai 



3 Rooky crag 
4 — nour (last 
possi ble 
moment] 

5 Brando Mm 




B Western classic 

7 Grease 

8 Unconscious 

9 Crane and 
Fbstar 


10 Pood fish 

11 Ornamental 

sewing 

12 Mosquito 

13 Penal 
18 Larrups 

22 Fury 

23 Point ot view 

24 BaBadeer 

25 Food Ash 

26 Gab 

27 Dishonest 
20 — island, NY 

31 Musical group 

32 Mumlnatian unt 
34Wtaaiq 

35 Dietary 
Itoer 

37 Run on 
Mj-Waic pattern 
40 Montevideo’s 

land: abbr. 


Yesterday's Pazzfa Solved: 


rinnin nnnR nontin 

ndniGB ncinnnR 
u^inrannDnnnin 

uranmn onihsi niFinn 

1S3SS none 

iDDnnn fihbh renn 


41 Unwanted 
pounds 

42 Bank or back 

«3 Ban girl 

44 Main (fish 

45 Deceptions 


48 A. Gardner 

49 Buddhism 

50 ^me zone 
tetters 

51 Govt, power 
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Egypt’s sumed goes aheadl Palestinians to have commercial banks for a change 

with oil storage expansion 



CAIRO (R) — The 
based oil pipeline SUMED, 
hoping to become a marketing 
bub for Gulf crude in southern 
Europe, will increase its long- 
term storage capacity, Egypt’s 
o3 minister said. 

Hamdi A1 Banbi, quoted in 
Saturday’s A1 Abram news- 
paper, said die board of the 
Arab Petroleum Pipelines 
Company, which owns the 
pipeline, had approved the 
first stage of a scheme which 
coold.expand storage to up to 
10 million barrels. 

Six new tanks will be built at 
a cost of S47 million, the news- 
paper said. It mentioned a 
figure of 4.5 million barrels 
storage but it was not dear 
whether this was the amount of 
the expansion or the new total 
amount of storage. 

It was not dear when the 
work would start or the extra 
storag e cap acity come online. 

SUMED officials were not 
immediately available for com- 
ment. 


>' 


The pipeline, which pumps 
about 1.6 million barrels of 
mainly Saudi and Iranian crude 
from Ain Sukhna on the Red 
Sea to the Sidi Kereir terminal 
on the Mediterranean coast, 
currently has 2.4 million bar- 
rels storage in four tanks/ 

SUMED, eyeing a gap in 
storage for southern European 
markets, has been debating the 
storage expansion plan for 
over a year but was awaiting 
the results of a feasibility study 
and approval from the board. 

Long-term oil storage in 
southern Europe is now about 
three million tonnes (about 22 
million barrels) compared to 
10 million tonnes (about 73 
barrels) in northern Europe, 
although consumption in the 
two areas is mudi the same. 

Mr. Banbi said fees paid to 
the pipeline, owned by Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait 
and the United Arab Emirates, 
rose by 15 per cent in the first 
half of 1993- compared to 1992. 
He did not give any figures. 


AMMAN rXMANCZAIi MAKKST 
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ORGANISED MARKET SKJUtt PUCK LIST FOR SATURDAY 09/10/1993 


COMPANY'S NAME 


ARAB BANK 

JORDAN NATIONAL SANK 

AASK or JORDAN 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANE- 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 

THE HOUS I NO BANK 

JORDAN KONA IT BANK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

BUSINESS BANK 

AMMAN BANK PON INVESTMENT 

ARAB BANKING CORPORATION/ JORDAN 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

JORDAN INSURANCE 

JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

JORDAN GOLF INSURANCE 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

IRBID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

JORDAN TOURISM A SPA COMPLEX 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN CULT REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

PETRA ERTRPRISES 6 EQUIPMENTS LEASING 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CAN I AH 

HACK INAPT EQUIP. RENTING « MAINTENANCE 

JORDAN PBK53 S PUBLISHING /AD-DUSTOUR 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST S COMMODORE HOTELS 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVE S TME N T S EDUCATION 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE NINES 

JORDAN PETROLEUM BET DIART 

THE INDUSTRIAL OOHNERCUL S AGRICULTURAL 

THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MAN UFA CT U RING 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN DAIRY 

TEE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 

SPINNING £ WEAVING 

KAFIA I HOU STASES 

JORDAN GLASS INDUSTRIES 

BAR AL DAMS DEVELOPMENT E INVESTMENT 

AHA! INVESTMENT S INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

MRB PAPER CONVERTING S TRADING 
JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION ' 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY , 
UIIBMEOIAXE PETRO-CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
iTftflPhl 1 QEMICW* INDUSTRIES 

ROCKWOOL IHW3TH 1M wmfm 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES S MATCH/ JI MCO 
JORDAN- PRECAST CONCRETE INDU STRY 
NATIONAL CABLE A MIRE MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN SULnW-CHMIORLS 

ARAN CENTER FOR PHARK. R CHEMI CALS 
JORDAN EDUAIT CO. FOR AGRI. A »OOD PRED. 
JORDAN KUWAIT CO. /ADCTIOR 
RAMTRER INVESTMENT 
UNIVER S AL WMENR INDUSTRIES 


TOTAL 


TRADED 


DUDDI JWUUUUt w 

VOLUME IN THE PARALLEL MARKET 


TRADED 

VOLUME 

JD 

MOV. 

cz-OGim 

PRICK 

onmitn 

PRICK 

CLOSING 

PRICK 

218.410 

186.000 

187.000 

168.000 

20. 605 

-6.270 

6-250 

6.210 

13, DC 3 

4.250 

4.350 

4.400 

5,996 

2.020 

2.040 

2.0» 

31.175 

4.060 

4.030 

4.040 

3,164 

5.800 

5.770 

S.750 

157,667 

3.210 

3.320 

3.210 

17.203 

4.010 

4.030 

4. ZOO 

3,215 

4.600 

4.630 

4.600 

29,491 

1.860 

1.860 

1.850 

440 

4.3SD 

4.400 

4.400 

47,226 

2.510 

2.690 

2.660 

10,875 

3.900 

3.900 

3.950 

7,374 

3.590 

3.620 

3.610 

20,700 

3.600 

3.600 

3.6O0 

132,353 

2.480 

2.480 

2.460 

66 

1.320 

1.310 

1.310 

1,263 

5.080 

5.050 

5.050 

21,971 

0.770 

0.160 

0.610 

5,965 

4.140 

4.110 

4.100 

3.390 

1.700 

1.700 

1.690 

17,560 

0.570 

0.570 

0.580 

2.223 

0.980 

0.970 

1.020 

917 

2.020 

2.000 

2.020 

6,471 

17160 

1.170 

1.200 

2.750 

11.000 

11.000 

13.000 

25,078 

2.290 

2.280 

2.260 

28,596 

2.180 

2.790 

2.790 

396,473 

3.170 

3.180 

3.140 

3,470 

3.450 

3.470 

3.470 

2,668 

10.470 

10.400 

10.660 

38.380 

7.750 

7.6SD 

7.700 

12.086 

11.450 

11-500 

11.460 

118,597 

8.800 

8.830 

8.780 

23,281 

7.450 

7.450 

7.500 

5.383 

2.730 

2.7B0 

2. BOO 

6.302 

3.900 

3.900 

3.860 

1.147 

24.150 

32.940 

22.940 

12,810 

2.860 

2.850 

2.850 

8,760 

2.510 

2.560 

2.380 

5,483 

0.400 

0.390 

0.380 

63.598 

16.800 

16-900 

16.800 

9,724 

2.U0 

2.610 

2.590 

53,300 

9.950 

10.000 

9.900 

1.238 

1.750 

1.750 

1-780 

1,416 

0.300 

0.310 

0.320 

12,950 

5.600 

5.600 

5-550 

128,705 

3.810 

3.860 

1.880 

1,530 

6-000 

6.120 

6.120 

1.185 

2.500 

2.370 

2.370 

8.050 

7.000 

7.000 

7.000 

1,310 

1.020 

1.000 

1.020 

1.288 

0.420 

0.410 

0.410 

81. 174 

8.410 

8.410 

8.450 

37.322 

3.800 

3.850 

3.880 

10,680 

3.470 

3.480 

3.450 

5.761 

1.550 

1.570 

1.540 

8.566 

1.570 

1.580 

I. 570 

1.490 

2.700 

3.620 

2.650 

44.646 

5-420 

5.420 

5.420 

1,949,777 
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Markets 


Jordan Times 

in co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 
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Mrlal 

1 SO O/ 

JD/Citl 

Mrlal 

isivoj 

JD/lim 

tioM 

IS 9.75 

7.10 

Siher 

4.37 

0.090 


C m a i l made of Jordan 
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Curroki 

Bid 

OUcr 

L.S. Dollar 

0.6690 

0.6910 

MrrUoK Puonri 

I.056Z 

1.0615 

Dwbchc Mark 

fl.4?90 

0.43 11 

i 

SvitM Franc ! 

0.4901 

0.4926 


0A223 

0.1229 

JapaartC Yen 

0.6419 

0.6511 

Dutch Cuflder 

0.3815 

0.3S34 

S*edW» Krtma 

**»*» 



0.0434 

0.0436 

B«lgiaQ Franc 

•aaaa 


Fnr tat 

Ot ton# CwrwwrWr 

Data 

o: 9/10/1993 
Utter 

Cwmf} 

- Bahraini Dinar 

1.8030 

1.8350 

0.040450 

Lcbont lira _ 

Saadi K fell 

Q.1S34 

O.ISSI 

Amniti Diaar 

.2.2650 

2.3200 


0.186 7 

0.1871 

TjapOBH Pound 

0.Z05O 

0.2220 - 
1.7950 

Owrt Wyal 

0.1S67 

0.1H7 

(ircric Drachma 

0.21 95 

0.3275 

Cypriot Found 

t, 3650 

f 1.3975 


By a Jordan Times 
. Staff- Reporter 

AMMAN — Among the new 
setup that the Palestinians are 
looking forward to with foe 
implementation of the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) accord on auton- 
omy is a revival of foe much- 
neglected banking sector in the 
occupied territories. 

In fact, very few Palestinians 
in the 'West Bank and Gaza 
Ship have dealt with a com- 
mercial banking system that 
caters to their needs since 
Israel occupied the territories 
in 1967. 

One of the first moves of foe 
occupation authority after the 
seizure of foe territory was to 
close down the 33 Arab-owned 
banks in foe areas; the bulk of 
them branches of Jordanian 
commercial banks. 

Israel tried to replace them 
with its own banks, but met 


with resistance from the 
Palestinians under its occupa- 
tion. As a result, there are only 
a.few branches of Israeli banks 
in foe occupied territories, but 
they render little service if only 
because of lack of clients. 

After years of negotiations 
and resisting Israeli moves to 
control it altogether, Jordan’s 
Cairo- Am man Bank, reopened 
in foe occupied West Bank 
□nder joint-supervision of the 
Jordanian and Israeli central 
banks. But although it oper- 
ates seven branches there it 
could offer little service to the 
Palestinians except acting as a 
clearing house for expatriate 
transfers and money-changing, 
experts familiar with the occu- 
pied territories say. 

- What was not curtailed by 
tight Israeli restrictions was 
curbed by the unfeasibility of 
applying sound banking prac- 
tices. 

Palestinian importers have 


to provide full cover for their 
letter of credit and the banks in 
the occupied territories only 
act as an intermediary to trans- 
fer foe funds to banks outside 
after clearance from foe Israeli 
authorities. None of foe banks 
actually issues letter of credit 
— a key banking instrument 
inevitable for payment for im- 
ports under safe banking proc- 
edures. 

Many people have no or 
little access to commercial cre- 
dits for a simple reason: They 
refuse to mortgage their land 
as collateral tor loans since 
they fear that if they default on 
repayment the bank could 
seize the property and sell it to 
Jewish settlers — a politically 
explosive proposition. 

with no collateral, banks are 
reluctant to extend credit since 
there is no effective law en- 
forcement. Debtors could 
simply refuse to pay and there 
is little any bank could do 


about it. 

Recent reports said the 
Cairo-Amman Bank has stop- 
ped accepting deposits since it 
exceeded a deposit ceiling. 
This has forced Savings back to 
under-the-mattress, mostly in 
gold and Jordanian dinar, the 
currency in circulation — and 
widely accepted even in Israel 
proper — despite the occupa- 
tion authorities’ efforts to 
dominafe the scene with 
shekels. 

There are no safe deposit 
vaults or automatic .telling 
machines — a feature -available 
in some of the most backward 
Third World countries but de- 
nied to the Palestinians by the 
occupation authorities. 

A group of Palestinian 
businessmen from Ramallah in 
the West Bank got together a 
few months ago and proposed ' 
the establishment of a fully 
Palestinian-owned and oper- 


ated commercial bank in foe 
occupied territories to make up 
for foe shortcomings. 

The capital of the proposed 
Commercial Bank of Palestine, 
which is expected to be oper- 
ational in early 1994, is JD 10 
million, around 40 per cent of 
it raised by the businessmen 
and the rest to be raised 
through a public flotation of 
shares expected soon. 

As and when the Cbmmer- 
daj Bank of Palestine takes 
off. it will be the first fully 
' Palestinian-owned indigenous 
bank in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

As such, foe new bank is 
expected to play a key role in 
the rebuilding of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip with in- 
ternational funds. 

Again, it will face the same 
problem: Law enforcement in ‘ 
cases of defaulting debtors. 
But a Palestinian police force 


under training and expected to 
be deployed in the auton- 
omous areas envisaged under 
the Israel-PLO accord could 
help to a large extent. 

Furthermore, since the bank 
is Palestinian owned and foe 
backdrop of a decline in settle- 
ment activities, the Palesti- 
nians could be more prone to 
meet with the banking require- 
ment of collateral in land with 
the feeling of security that de- 
faulters’ property would not be 
sold to Jewish settlers. 

The Wall Street Journal re- 
ported last week that foe bank 
was training about 12 of its 
future staff at Jordanian banks. , 

The journal quoted Riyadh 
A1 Suleh, financial manager of. 
a pharmaceutical company and 
a founding partner of foe Com-', 
merrial Bank of Palestine .as 
saying that foe bank would 
restrict its lending in foe initial 
stages to people whom it 
knows personally. 


Foreign debt of Muslim 
states put at $495b 

%• 

MANAMA (R) — The total foreign debt of Muslim countries 
that are members of foe Islamic Development Bank (IDB) will 
rise by foe end of 1993 to S49S billion , the Gulf News Agency 
reported Saturday. 


It quoted an IDB report as saying the total foreign debt of 
member states ws $484 billion in 1992. The report will be 
submitted to finance and economy ministers of 45 Muslim 
states at an annual IDB board meeting in Gambia on Nov. 2. 

The 47-member IDB is the development arm of the 
Organisation of the Islamic Conference. It offers members and 
Muslim minorities in other countries long-term soft loans to 
-finance development projects and encourage inter-lslamic 
trade. . 
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INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
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Croats pound Muslims in Mostar 


SARAJEVO (R) _ Croatian 
foras unleashed a heavy mor- 
barrage on Muslim fighters 
nnd civilians trapped in the 
southern Bosnian town of 
Mostar, U.N. spokesman Col- 
onel Bill Aikman said Satur- 
day. 

At least 46 Croat mortar 
bombs hit the encircled Mus- 
lim sector of Mostar during the 
night as fighting increased be- 
tween the two sides, who are 
former allies in the war against 
Bosnian Serbs. 

A struggle for territoiy be- 
tween Croats and Muslims has 
sharpened since peace negotia- 
tions broke down last month 
and prompted fears among 
U.N. peacekeepers that the 
18-month conflict could 
worsen again. 

Col. Aikman, spokesman in 
Sarajevo for the United Na- 
tions Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR), reported fighting 
between Muslims and Croats 
around Novi Travnik and 
Gomji Vakuf in central Bosnia 
> as well as in Mostar. 

Mortar bombs exploded in- 
; side a British U.N. base at 
; Gomji Vakuf Friday, forcing 
’ soldiers to shelter in bunkers. 

; There were no casualties, but 

New 

European 
human 
rights deal 
launched 

VIENNA (R) — A new Euro- 
pean human rights deal which 
win eventually cover former 
Soviet republics and a string of 
; ex-Commiunst East Bloc coun- 
tries was launched in Vienna 
' Saturday. 

A Council of Europe summit 
. mil approve a declaration 
establishing a revamped Euro- 
pean human rights court and 
laying the foundations for 
continent-wide laws to protect 
national minorities. 

The document, to be signed 
by the 32 heads of state and 
government attending the 

■ Council of Europe's first sum- 
' mit, called for work to begin 
' ;pn a new European convention 
‘'bn minorities. 

A group of .experts win ato 
ex amin e . -file existing laws of 
. member states to ensure rac- 

- ism and anti-Semitism are 
1 checked. 

“Europe is a source of im- 
, mense hope which must not be 
destroyed by territorial ambi- 
tions, the resurgence of aggres- 
sive nationalism. ..intolerance 
or totalitarian ideologies," the ’. 
Vienna Declaration said- 

A copy was made available 
before the final ceremony. 

With an eye to the war in 
former Yugoslavia, leaders in- 
. dudmg French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand told the two- 

- day D im m i t (hat nationalism 

■ and ethnic rivalry were the new 
! can c er eating at the heart of 

Europe following the fall of 
communism. 

Council members agreed to 
overhaul the present cumber- 
some system of dealing with 
human rights violations and to 
upgrade the part-time Euro- 
pean Court of Human Rights 
into a full-time, independent 
body. 

“This is one of the key 
achievements of this summit," 
a council official told Reuters. 

He said the current Euro- 
pean court took on average 
five years to deal with cases 
which first had to be examined 
by the European Commission 
of Human Rights. 

“At the moment we have 
part-time judges from different 
countries meeting for one 
week a month. The new court 
will be permanent," he said. 

Individuals with grievances 
wDl still have to exhaust all 
legal channels in their own 
country before they can bring 
their case to tbe Strasbourg- 
based court. 

Hopeless cases will be quick- 
ly sifted out by a panel of three 
judges instead of being studied 
by the commission, which 
under current conditions can 
' itself take up to two years. 

Another council source said 
the new court would probably 
be housed in a futuristic build- 
ing now nearing completion 
across the Rhine from the 
council’s Palais De L’Europe 
Headquarters in Strasbourg. 

„ With hine new members 
since 1989 and seven more 
waiting in the wings, including 
Russia, the court will not be 
short of work. ' 

“The European Convention 
on Human Rights — un- 
doubtedly the world’s most 
successful human rights instru- 
ment — has become a victim of 
its own success,” according lo 
the council. 

In 1981. 404 cases were 
brought before the court. By 
1992 it had shot up to 1.861 
and the pace is quickening. 


vehicles and radio equipment 
were damaged. 

Serb forces shelled the Bos- 
nian capita] Sarajevo and Col. 
Aikman told reporters: “Even 
more seriously, the snipers are 
active again.” 

Sarajevo snipers have 
claimed hundreds of civilian 
casualties during the war over 
Bosnia's break from former 
Yugoslavia in 1992. 

Bosnia's Muslim president, 
Aiija Izetbegovic, and Croa- 
tian President Fran jo Tudjman 
met in Vienna Friday but 
apparently made no break- 
through to revive peace talks. 

They discussed proposed 
changes to the peacekeeping 
force in Bosnia, but made no 
mention of new moves to re- 
solve major differences on tbe 
Geneva peace package. 

They did, however, issue a 
joint proposal calling on 
NATO to send peacekeeping 
troops to Bosnia and Croatia. 
It was not clear if they in- 
tended the Western alliance to 
supplement or replace the cur- 
re n t United Nations 
peacekeeping mission. 

Talks between Croats and 
Muslims made more progress 
in Zagreb, where the Interna- 


tional Rod Cross (ICRC) con- 
firmed that the Bosnian gov- 
ernment army and Croatian 
military forces had agreed in 
principle to free more than 
5,000 prisoners of war. • 

A ICRC spokeswoman said 
Bosnian Foreign Minister 
Haris Silajdzic and Croatian 
Foreign Minister Mate Granic 
reached tbe agreement at a 
meeting attended by ICRC 
representatives. 

But she told Reuters: 
“ICRC delegates will have to 
talk with every person before 
release and there are logistical 
problems to be solved, which 
all requires time.” 

U.N. military officials said 
they helped to arrange talks 
between rebels and govern- 
ment army officials in the 
northwest Bosnian enclave of 
Bihac. where the Muslim-on- 
Muslim violence has added a 
deadly new dimension to tbe 
Bosnian conflict. 

Rebel leader Fikret Abdic 
met a Bosnian army comman- 
der, General Rasim Delic, Fri- 
day but they were unable to 
reach an agreement, Sarajevo 
Radio and U.N. sources said. 
They were due to meet again 


Saturday. 

U.N. peacekeeping forces 
said clashes elsewhere on the 
war fronts across Bosnia were 
reaching a “disturbing" level. 

“What we are concerned ab- 
out is it building up again to a 
significant conflict,” said Col. 
Aikman. “It’s localised, but 
the signs are disturbing. 
There’s no doubt about it.” 

UNPROFOR sources said 
their aid escorts were being 
targetted in central Bosnia, 
while Muslim-controlled 
Sarajevo Radio said seven peo- 
ple were killed when Bosnian 
Croats shelled Gomji Vakuf, 
west of Sarajevo. 

TTie UNHCR suspended the 
evacuation of sick and wound- 
ed from Bosnia, accusing tbe 
warring parties of manipulat- 
•mg tbe operation for political 
ends. - 

Saying the situation was 
“more alarming than ever” the 
U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees, Sadako Ogata, laun- 
ched a $700 million appeal to 
fund humanitarian operations 
in ex-Yugoslavia until June 
next year. She said her agency 
expected to look after almost 
4.3 million people over the 
coming months. 


Russia jump starts the CIS 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The breaking the mold of central- 
Gommonwealth of Indepen- ised communist rule, 
dent States has boosted its “I viewed my decision to 
membership and revamped its enter the CIS as the last chance 
ties under intense efforts by to save my country and avoid 
Russia to jump start the shaky civil war,” Georgian leader 
alliance and turn it into a ma- Eduard Shevardnadze, quoted 
jor force in the former Soviet by Interfax, said following a 
Union. meeting Friday in Moscow 

Tbe entry of the Caucasus with his counterparts from 
Republic of Azerbaijan two Russia, Armenia and Azerbai- 
weeks ago coupled with Geor- jan. 
gia's announcement Friday 
tii at it planned to join the fold .. 

has brought to 11 the number SSSSJLSi 

Sp” 1116 G “‘* ,an lMdcr 

Tbe alliance, once described m - 

by Ukrainian President Leonid r , Thc . a i f il ® f ° 
Kravchuk a, a “stillborn Z 

child." has been up until re- J ,<UH 5f c CIS „ t '“^ tay . ul 

oently a ^^L^tKffeoive <?S coUe 5"' e **»"« 

treaty that provides for tbe 

deptoyrnent, if needed. ofRus- 
agreed on issues of common ^anttoops to defend the bor- 

Ooly tbe three Baltic states ^j£^ mm ° nWCalth 

completely snubbed the member-states. 

alliance and turned to Scan- For Georgia, that would 
dinavian and European corni- mean dispatching Russian Bor- 
tties for assistance in making _rict Guards to prevent arms 


-tbe break wiffi Moscow. 

Tbe entry of Georgia, a firm 
hokkxtr in the movement to- 
wards reconstituting the new 
post-Soviet alliance, illustrated 
the difficulty incurred by the 
“newly-independent states” in 
asserting their autonomy and 


supplies andvdimteer fighters 
from crossing from Russia into 
Georgia’s breakaway Abkha- 
zia region, where separatist re- 
bels recently succeeded in ex- 
pelling Georgian troops after 
13 months of war. 

In neighbouring Azerbaijan, 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Red Cross launches Georgia appeal 

GENEVA (AFP) — Tbe International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies has launched an appeal for 
refugees left homeless by the Abkhazian separatist conflict in 
Georgia. Some 70,000 people, most of them women and 
children, were reportedly displaced when Abkhazian separat- 
ist troops took die' region's capital of Sukhumi on Sept. 27 — 
triggering tbe fall of most of tbe rest of Abkhazia — and 
ousted Georgian soldiers who had been sent there in August 
last year in response to a unilateral Abkhazian declaration of 
sovereignty. The federation called Friday for 1.945 million 
francs ($343,000) for the Georgian Red Cross society, which 
would provide food, clean shelter and warm dothes for 30,000 
people up to the end of the year. A U.N. airlift of relief aid- 
began Friday to Georgia. A cargo plane carrying 50 tonnes of 
supplies left Luxembourg for Tbilisi, the capital of Georgia, 
tbe World Food Programme said. The group seeks to bring in 
220 tonnes of food during tbe five-day mission. Britain Friday 
sent medical aid and eight tonnes of blankets to help the 
refugees. The government’s Overseas Development Adminis- 
tration (ODA) said it was also financing a doctor and an aid 
worker from an international charity to go to the area. 

Seoul confirms denuclearisation policy 

SEOUL (AP) — South Korea Saturday confirmed its policy 
banning nuclear reprocessing facilities, despite worries about a 
possible nuclear proliferation race in Asa. “Neither North 
Korea nor South Korea should have nuclear weapons,” 
President Kim Young-Sam told a cabinet session. China's 
recent underground nuclear test was a major topic at 
Saturday's meeting, along with North Korea’s nuclear prog- 
ramme, Kim's aides told reporters. South Korean officials 
believe China's resumpion of nuclear testing poses a threat to 
peace in the region as it might prompt North Korea to 
accelerate its nudear weapons development. The cabinet 
meeting followed remarks by Science and Technology Minis- 
ter Kim Si-Joong. who told a parliamentary committee Friday 
that South Korea needs to be able to reprocess nuclear waste. 

Yeltsin’s image worsening in Japan 

TOKYO (AFP) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin’s decision 
to use force against his rebel parliament in Moscow last week 
has damaged his image among Japanese politicians ahead of 
his first state visit here, Japanese press reports said Saturday. 
In addition, politicians have expressed doubts aver whether 
the long running territorial dispute between Japan and Russia 
over the Kuril Islands could be resolved during the visit 
scheduled for Monday through Wednesday, they said. Special 
committees in both houses of the Japanese Deit are to express 
regret over the attack on the Russian parliament by deleting 
welcome messages to Mr. Yeltsin from petitions they will 
present to him, the Asahi Shimbun said. The petitions will 
only include Tokyo’s calls for the return of the Kurile Islands 
— off Hokkaido in northern Japan — from Russian control, 
the daily said. 

Tajik rebels free Border Guards 

TASHKENT, Uzbekistan (R) — Tajik rebels who were 
holding three Russian and three Kazakh soldiers captive in 
Afghanistan returned them Friday to the former Soviet 
Republic of Tajikistan, officials said. Elsewhere on the 
troubled frontier between Afghanistan and Tajikistan about 
360 rebels and their Afghan Mujahedeen allies fought Russian 
Border Guards for a seventh day. 


the national army has been 
losing the war against separat- 
ist Armenians in tbe enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh and the re- 
bels now control 20 per cent of 
southwestern Azerbaijan. 

Under the CIS defence 
alliance, Russian troops could 
be called upon to cut through 
the three corridors linking 
Armenia proper to Nagorno- 
Karabakh, crushing tbe 
decades-old dream held by tbe 
enclave's Armenian majority 
of being reunited with then- 
brethren in Armenia. 

Former Soviet republics 
have not however sought mem- 
bership in die CIS only -to 
stamp out ethnic conflicts with 
the backing of Russian troops. 

Ukraine, which for months 
denounced the CIS as Russia's 
forum for exerting its “big 
brother” influence, last month 
signed an economic union trea- 
ty that provides for coordina- 
tion of monetary and customs 
policies. 

The treaty increases press- 
ure on the itcne member-states 
of the economic union to im- 
plement fre e-market reforms 
based on deficit reduction and 
curbing inflation, in line with 
Russia’s efforts to meet targets 
set by the International Monet- 
ary Fund. 

More bombs 
rock London 

LONDON (R) — Two sus- 
pected IRA bombs rocked 
parts of North London Friday 
night, wrecking buildings but 
causing no injuries, security 
sources said. 

One bomb went off just be- 
fore midnight near the main 
Staples Corner road junction 
in North London and the 
second exploded in the West 
Hampstead area, badly damag- 
ing a fire station. 

Police anti-terrorist squad 
officers were quickly on the 
scene. Security sources said 
they believed the blasts werre 
tiie work of the Irish Republi- 
can Army (IRA), fighting to 
end British rule in Northern 
Ireland. 
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Fans of the conservative New Democracy Party cheer tbe 
spe ec h of its leader Constantine Mitsotalds during the party’s 
last political ra&y Friday in Athens (AFP photo) 

Socialists lead polls day 
before Greek election 


ATHENS (R) — Greece’s 
veteran Socialist leader 
Andreas Papandreou appeared 
headed for victory Saturday, 
leading public opinion, polls a 
day before general election. 

His old-time rival Prime 
Minister Constantine Mitsota- 
kis was trailing behind by 6.7 
per cent in the latest nation- 
wide poll conducted Wednes- 
day by the independent MRB 
Polling Institute. 

Mr. Mitsotakis appeared un- 
able to narrow the gap despitp 
his dozens of appearances 
across the country during the 
month-long election campaign 
and his repeated warnings that 
a Socialist victory would spell a 
disaster for tbe nation. 

According to* tbe poll, tbe 
SodaGstPASQKParty sust ained ; 
its lead'and^wasrfavourgBH^' 
39.9 per cent of those' ques- 


JV.y per cent or those qut»- J-w. j 

ticrned/Tbe ruling consent? fP^S ** hu »f *“■* 
New Democracy received 33.2 fiats and to turn tbe econ 


per cent of vote intention while 
0.6 per cent of voters were 
undecided. 

Under Greece’s election law 
the party with the largest popu- 
lar vote is almost certain to 
have, an absolute majority in 
the 300-seat parliament. 


In a campaign marred by 
ugly persona] attacks,. New 
Democracy portrayed Mr. - 
Papandreou as a frail and dis- 
oriented old man with nothing 
to offer but more debts, taxes 
and dangerous foreign policy 
which could get Greece 
embroiled in a Balkan war. 

Mr. Papandreou, 74, who 
lost power in 1989 after eight 
yeazs as Greece's first Socialist 
prime minister, was dragged 
down amid charges of corrup- 
tion, open-heart surgery and 
an extramarital affair with a 
young air hostess. 

HisPASOK Party attacked the 
conservative government, 
accusing it of mud-slinging, 
dishonesty and tyranny. 

Mr. Mitsotakis, also 74, has 
blamed a group of media mag- 
nates for undermining .his 
efforts to cut Greece's public 
spending and huge state de- 
ficits and to turn the economy 
around. _ . 

But his popularity has been 
hit hard by a three-year auster- 
ity programme that froze pub- 
lic salaries, raised prices for 
public services and cut bade on 
Mr. Papandreou's welfare ’ 
policies of the 1980s. 


3 killed in 
Transkei 
raid were 
guerrillas 
— Pretoria 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
The government Saturday de- 
fended a raid into neighbour- 
ing Transkei. Saying three of 
i tbe five people killed by South 
African troops were members 
of a Mack guerrilla organisa- 
tion responsible for killing 
white civilians. 

Deputy Minister of Law and 
Order Gert Mybuigh, in a 
statement issued in Pretoria, 
said three of the five killed in 
Transkei blade homeland were 
confirmed guerrillas in the 
Azam an People’s Liberation 
Army (APLA). 

He said photographs of the 
three were positively identified 
as APLA members by APLA 
guerrillas in police custody. 

The five were killed by 
South African Defence Force 
(SADF) solideTS in a pre-dawn 
raid Friday on a borne- in a 
suburb of the Transkei capital 
Umtata. 

Tbe strike caused a storm of 
protest when APLA’s parent 
body, tbe hardline Pan Afri- 
canist Congress (PAC), said 
the five were three brothers 
and two cousins aged between 
12 and 19-years-old. 

Tbe Azam an People’s Li- 
beration Army (APLA) has 
vowed to strike back “where it 
hurts the most” to avenge tbe 
raid, . according to reports 
Saturday. 

“We won't take this lying 
dowp. We’ll respond in a man- 
ner which will be felt by tbe 
enemy.” The Johannesburg 
Star quoted APLA spokesman 
in Transkei, Peter Mayende, as 
saying. 

The father of the three boys 
and owner of the house, Sig- 
. qiribo Mpendulo, said he was a 
PAC member but denied the 
five youths were involved in 
guerrilla activities. 

But Mr. Myburgh said 
Saturday that three of the dead 
had bear identified as having 
undergone military training at 
APLA facilities inside Trans- 
kei and that two of them were 
at least 18-years old. 

And although the other two 
had so-farnot been identified, 
be said, “preliminary inves- 
tigations indicate that they col- 
laborated dosely with APLA 
members” at tbe Umtata 
boose. 

“Weapons and ammunition 
as well as training documents 
seized by tbe SADF at tbe 
bouse confirm that tbe resi- 
dence was indeed an APLA 
.facility.” 


Report blames Koresh for cult deaths 


WASHINGTON (R) — Cult 
leader David Koresh, not flaws 
in the FBI raid on the Branch 
Davidian cult compound, 
caused tbe fiery deaths of more 
than 70 of his Branch Davidian 
followers near Waco, Texas, 
last April, the U.S. Justice 
Department said Friday. 

“Tbe fire appears to be an 
act of mass suicide or an act of 
mass murder or a combination 
of tbe two,” former U.S. Pro- 
secutor Edward Dennis told a 
news conference in releasing 
the results of his investigation 
into the 51-day siege that en- 
ded with the controversial 


assault by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) last 
April 19. 

Mr. Dennis charged that 
Koresh, in one last act of man- 
ipulation, “choreographed” 
his own death and the deaths 
of his followers in a confronta- 
tion with federal authorities to 
fulfil his own apocalyptic 
prophecies. 

“This was tbe final act of a 
man who held himself out to 
be God,” Mr. Dennis said, 
charging that Koresh before 
the assault planned on setting 
the compound ablaze. 

The report concluded: “The 


deaths of Koresh, his followers 
and their children ...were not 
tbe result of a flaw in the (raid) 
plan or tbe negotiating 
strategy.” 

A Treasury Department re- 
port released last week focused 
on the original federal attempt 
to storm tbe compound near 
Waco, Texas, on Feb. 20 and 
was highly critical of officials of 
Treasury’s Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms, which 
conducted that initial assault. 

The Justice Department re- 
port absolved Attorney Gener- 
al Janet Reno and other top 
FBI officials of any blame. 


Russian troops say no doubts Yeltsin was right 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Five 
days after they were sent in to 
resolve a conflict that pushed 
Russia to the brink of civil war, 
soldiers in combat gear basked 
in tbe autumn sunshine smok- 
ing cigarettes and enjoying the 
calm after the storm. 

About 1,200 troops, camped 
at tbe Moscow Military Air 
Base Khodninskoye Field, had 
been drafted in by President 
Boris Yeltsin to expel rebels 
from the White House parlia- 
ment building on the banks of 
tbe Moscow River. 

Guards in flak jackets with 
Kalashnikov rifles strung 
over their shoulders stood out- 
side a row of green camouf- 
laged tents — knowing the 
enemy had been eliminated 
and they could relax. 

Even though many of the 
more than 170 people who died 
in dashes between parliament 
supporters and forces loyal to 
Mr. Yeltsin were innocent bys- 
tanders, not one soldier 
appeared to have any doubts 
that Mr. Yeltsin’s decision was 
justified. 

“It's terrible when you have 
to fire on your own people,” 
said Sergei, a 22-year-old offic- 
er with a motorised rifle unit of 
tiie Kantemir Tank Divison. 
“But there was no other way." 

“We didn't make any special 
preparations. We weren’t ex- 
pecting a full-scale battle,” 
said Major Sergei Grinenko, 
the division's psychologist. "It 
was the first time in (heir lives 


our troops shot at people and 
not just targets.” 

Many soldiers had expected 
a re-run of the foiled coup of 
August 1991, when hardliners 
announced a state of emergen- 
cy and summoned military un- 
its to protect strategic build- 
ings. 

On that occasion the Kante- 
mir and Taman divisions, 
based near Moscow, rallied to 
Mr. Yeltsin's support and sent 
troops to him at the White 
House. 

Three civilians were killed 
then in a dash with troops 
under orders from the hardline 
Emergency Committee, and 
the soldiers were soon with- 
drawn. 

This time tbe Kantemir 
troops were again on Yeltsin’s 
side from start to finish. The 
president had visited them a 
month before to assure himself 
of their backing. He also 
sounded out the support of the 
Tula and Ryazan Para- 
troopers. 

"We were defending the 
motherland,” said one para- 
trooper from the Tula Divi- 
sion, which was on alert for a 
week before it stormed the 
White House Monday. 

“People voted for the presi- 
dent. they showed their sup- 
port then, they (the rebels) had 
no right to defy him,” he said. 

Since the break-up of the 
former Soviet Union the milit- 
ary has been in turmoil, racked 
by inflation-hit wages, low 


morale and a dire shortage of 
accommodations. 

When Mr. Yeltsin called 
army units to Moscow, experts 
doubted the loyalty of the 
military and speculated as to 
whether some divisions might 
defect to the rebel parliament’s 
side and plunge Russia into 
civil war. 

The Kantemir Tank Divi- 
sion, the Tula Paratroopers 
and Taman Division remain in 
the capital to guard strategic 
buildings for the duration of 
the curfew. 

Meanwhile, Defence Minis- 
ter Pavel Grachev said in an 
interview published Friday not 
panic, but concern about tbe 
beet harvest and traffic jams, 
delayed the arrival of armour 
and troops to battle the hard- 
liners. 

There have been reports 
President Yeltsin and his top 
aides were confused, unpre- 
pared and paralysed with in- 
decision Sunday after fierce 
street fighting threw govern- 
ment forces into disarray. 

But Mr. Grachev, in an in- 
terview with the newspaper 
Moskovsky Komsomolets, de- 
scribed a calm scene in which 
the Kremlin leadership consi- 
dered everything from the har- 
vest to motorists returning 
from their weekend homes. 

“There were no confused 
people in the Kremlin," Mr. 
Grachev said. “The president 
was confidently in charge. The 
prime minister immediately 


City Opera 
debuts Marilyn 

NEW YORK (AFP) — The 
life and death of Mantyri. Mon- 
roe. The subject of humorous 
books and movies, took otuhe 
stuff of opera here this^ieeg 
for three days of soltf-ott per- 
formances by tbe New' Y oft 
City Opera. The world W- 
miere Wednesday of Maruyn, 
a work commissioned 1# the 
City Opera, met with mixed 
reviews. The New York Times 
critic said Friday “there will be 
very little in thus opera to jus- 
tify three hours of ddtzfal 
attention.” A day earlier; the 
Washington Post reviewer- saw 
it differently: “At its best mo- 
ments ...Marilyn is a powerful 
and memorable work of art.” 
Tbe work mixes the myth' and 
the real life of the mow star 
who committed suicide in 
1962. In a series of vignettes, 
Marilyn, played by soprano 
Kathryn Garaeroni, explains to 
her psychiatrist her fears and 
need tor love. She meets a 
senator, resembling Robert 
Kennedy, wbo falls in love 
with her but then drops her. 
An ex-husband Rick, a compo- 
site of Monroe's three bus- 
bands — James Dougherty. 
Joe Dimaggio and Arthur Mil- 
ler — tries unsuccessfully to 
understand his desperate wife. 
Composer Ezra Laderman’s 
eclectic music includes jazz, 
boogie-woogie and atonal, ele- 
ments. The libretto was written 
by Norman Rosten, a ffietfd of 
the late actress and author of 
tbe book Marilyn: An Untold 
Story. 

Photo of artist’s 
hands auctioned 
off at $398,500 - 

NEW YORK (AFP) — An 
anonymous bidder snapped up 
a photograph of the artist 
Georgia O'Keefe's hands 
taken by her husband. Alfred 
Stieglitz. for $398,500 Friday, 
reportedly the highest auction 
pnee paid for a photo. “Qeor- 
ria O’Keefe: A Portrait — 
tends and Thimble.” .dated 
1920. had been expected to 
draw between $100,000. ted 
$150,000. It was sold from the 
collection of the family of 
Aline Meyer Liebman, amend 
of the photographer. Rick 
Wester, who heads the photo- 
graphic department at Christ- 
ie’s auction house, said several 
bidders were active in the 


organised the headquarters in 
the Kremlin, and another 
headquarters at the Defence 
Ministry under my supervi- 
sion.'’ • 

Mr. Grachev said it took one 
hour to draw up bis orders late 
Sunday afternoon after Mr. 
Yeltsin authorised use of the 
army. He said he selected ab- 
out 2,000 soldiers and officers 
from three divisions. 

By that time, about 5 p.m., 
rioters had already smashed . 
the siege of the parliament 
building and were marching on 
Russia’s main television com- 
plex in a bloody assault that 
killed dozens. 

Mr. Grachev said he derided 
to wait until evening to roll 
tanks and armoured personnel 
carriers into Moscow. 

“It was Sunday, after lunch, 
people were coming from their 
country dachas, and if we had 
moved in a tank column, there 
would have been traffic jams 
and incidents,” he said. 

Besides, soldiers were busy 
helping state farmers bring in 
■their crops. 

“It was feared that the beet 
roots, carrots and cabbages, 50 
per cent of which were still in 
the fields, would remain, under 
snow,” Mr. Grachev said. 
"The government decided not 
to call the men off the fields.” 

Mr. Grachev said the White 
House assault, which finally 
began about 7 a/m. Monday, 
amid have been ordered five 
hours earlier. 


price moved above -JJUUJXX). 

- Ata anonymous telephone bid- 
sealed the deal at the re- 
cord price, Mr. Wester said. 
Stieglnz, who died in 1946. 
gave tbe picture to Liebman in 
1921. O’Keeffe died in 1986. 

Couple claims 
'Regarding Henry’ 
is their story 

EVANSVILLE, Ind. (AP) — 
A couple filed a $100 million 
lawsuit claiming the movie Re- 
garding Henry, about a man 
suffering from amnesia , is 
based on their own life stray. 
The lawsuit on behalf of John 
and Joan Cox was filed this 
week in federal court in New 
York City. Regarding Henry is 
the story of a New York, 
lawyer, played by Harrison. 
Fora, who suffers brain dam- 
age and amnesia after being 
soot in the head during a rob- 
bery. Mr. Cox, a lawyer in 
Evansville, also suffered se- 
vere head injuries and amne- 
sia, in a 1979 motorcycle acci- 
dent. Mrs. Cox wrote a manu- 
script about their experience 
and sent it to several agents 
and publishers in the late 
1980s, but it was always re- 
turned, tbe lawsuit says. 'Re- 
garding Henry was released in 
1991 but the couple didn't see 
it until renting the videotape in 
March 1992. “Minutes into the 
film, I was so upset,” Mrs. Cox 


' 




said. “I thought, ‘this is my 
material. This is (John's) 
stray.’ Of course John recog- 
nised it, too." She compared 
the movie with her manuscript; 
the lawsuit claims there are at 
least 108 similarities. The law- 
suit names as defendants Para- 
mount Pictures, director -.and 
co-producer Mike Nichols, 
screenplay author Jeffrey 
Abrams and others. The de- 
fendants have a month fo re- 
spond to the complaint/ 

Genderless 
baptisms 
deemed invalid 

BOSTON (AP) — A Roman 
Catholic priest told several 
families that baptisms he ‘per- 
formed were declared invalid 
because he altered the wording 
of -the Holy Trinity to delete 
references to gender. ljjsieacf 
of using. the traditional 
“Fattier, Son and Holy Spirit," 
the Rev. William LarJrinZbap- 
tized children “ia the name of 
God onr creator, throughJesus 


the Christ in the power’d^ the 
Holy Spirit.” “If was an initia- 
tive on my own to use a'^oca- 
b alary that Is more sensitive to 
women ...that may speak.® ore 
deeply to all of us," Rev. Lar-' 
kin said. Rev. Larkin ministers 
pan time at the Paulist Centrc 

in Boston. 
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Nigeria heads for World Cup 


ALGERS (AFP) — Nigeria 
wo te themselves into the his- 
toiy books Friday by winding 
*eir first ever place in the 
World Cop finals with a 1-1 
draw against Algeria, 

The ‘Super. Eagles’ only 
needed a draw to pip the 
elephants' of the Ivoiy Coast 
on goal average and qualify 
from Group A in the African 
zone qualifiers. 

, They almost went one bet- 
ter, with right winger Kinedi 

giving them a 1-0 lead after 19 
minutes. The goal prompted 
the Nigerians to fall back with- 
in their own half, venturing out 
only for a rare coaster attack 

However, everthing change d 
when Tasfaout scored a soft 
equaliser for Algeria in the 
wth minute. 

Rahim's harmless cross into 
the middle was easily picked 
out by Agbonawbare bat the 
Nigerian goalkeeper let the ball 
slip out to Tasfaout, who 
gratefully sent it into the bade 
of the net. 


The home ride, who were 
without five of their first team 
regulars and lost - playmaker 
Ait Abderahmane in the first 
quarter of an hour through 
injury. Then went loo king for a 
winner. 

/tod they very nearly found 
it just one minute from the 
* "final whistle. Tasfaout’s shot 
had Agbonawbare completely 
beaten but the bail was de- 
flected away from danger by a 
defender. 

Instead of a moral boosting 
victory Algeria who had been 
trounced 4-1 in Lagos. Had to 
.settle for a face-saving draw- 
before their home crowd. 

The Nigerians had secured 
the first of three slots for the 
African continent in the 1994 
finals. The others, from Group 
B and C. will be decided Sun- 
day. 

Meanwhile Nigerians put 
the country’s political strife 
briefly to one side at the 
weekend and took to the 
streets in their thousands to 


celebrate the country’s first 
qualification for the World 
Cup finals. 

Parts of Lagos were trans- 
formed into massive traffic 
jams within less than an hour 
of the draw with Algeria in 
Algiers while crowds of pedes- 
trians roamed the streets and 
accompanied the car horns 
with chants of. “USA here we 
come.’' 

The raucous scenes were in 

sharp contrast to a few hours 
earlier when the city was like a 
ghost town with everyone in- 
doors watching the crucial 
match on television. 

■ Newspapers Saturday sa- 
luted the “historic victory” 
with banner front page head- 
lines. 

Nigeria’s ascent to the top of 
African football bad long been 
anticipatd. They won the 
World Junior Cup in 1985 and 
again this year but have until 
now failed to fulfil their poten- 
tial at senior level. 


Palestinian national team 
proud to play French 


JERICHO (AP) — Tears of 
pride welled up in Kama! 
Hadjyeh's eyes as the sound of 
the Palestinian anthem filled 
Jericho’s rickety stadium and 
for the first time the Palesti- 
nian national soccer team lined 
up to play Friday. 

“Until now I didn’t quite 
believe in this peace agree- 
ment, but seeing my team and 
bearing my anthem is changing 
my mind. This is real,” said 
Hadfych, a 30-year-old waiter 
from Jerusalem. 

The game, .woo by the 
Palestinians 1-0, was a 
metaphor of dungs to come for 
the Palestinians on their way to 
autonomy — lack of organisa- 
tion and initial chaos, even- 
tually overcome by fierce 
-nationalism and pride in their 
newfound freedom. 

The singfe goal against Vari- 
etes Club de France was made 
20 minutes into the second half 
by Mahmoud Jarad, an unem- 
ployed 24-year-old from the 
West Bank refugee camp of 
Askar. It sent hundreds of fans 
screaming and shouting onto 
the pitch hogging and kissipg 
their players. 

Yannick Noah, retired ten- 
nis player and pop star, was' 
good-natured about his team’s 
loss. 

“When they scored the goal, 
to see this happen was a very 
special moment for me,” said 
Noah, sweat running down 'his 
face after playing on the sandy 
lot in scorching beat. 

Many of the thousands of 
spectators bad come as much 
to indulge in the new emotion 
of nationalism as to watch soc- 
cer. 

They cheered and clapped 
wfidfy when the national team 
hastily assembled within a 
week — ran a lap with a huge 
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French soccer star Michel Platini tackles an unidentified 
Pa lestini a n player during the French Afl-Starg Palestinian team 
match fat Jericho (AFP photo) 

Palestinian flag, and the ‘ The game was delayed by, 
anthem “My Country, My nearly an hour because excited' 
Country” sounded from the fans ignored pleas to move off 
loudspeakers. the field. There were just a few 

“Flags for a shekel, flags for bleachers and no barriers, so 
a shekel,” yelled a vendor out- everyone kept pushing forward 
side the grounds, hawking key toward the field to get a better 
chains in the national ootours view. It took a few burly men 

— red, green, white and black. with dobs to get dear the 

Wearing those colours, the pitch. 

Palestinian team had only six The captain of the French 
days practice them before Fri- team, Alain Giresse, pleaded 
day. But coach Arassim at one point: “Please get off 
Younis said he hoped this crew the ground and then we will 
would be the core of a real .start to play football for 
PalesturiaiwialkKial 4eafn -that ‘'peace.” - - 
would very soon compete in all The French, a collection of 
international events. celebrities and retired athletes, - 

“This is the first time I see including former soccer great 
. my players on the field with the Michel Platini, were scheduled 
flag rising behind them. We to play an Israeli team Satur- 
are free now,” Younis said. day. 

Saeb Erekat, one of PLO The initial chaos in Jericho 
chief Yasser Arafat’s fieute- left some Palestinians wonder- 
nants, said the Palestinians had ing whether this was an omen 
already won the game before for their state in the making, 
the starting whistle. “There are many mistakes in 

“It’s redly a dream come -the organisation because we. 
true, the first time a Palesti- 'don’t have authorities yet to 
.man national team is playing, run things,” said Edmond Abu 
on Palestinian soil with a flag Falba, a 33-year-old engineer 
hoisted,” said the bearded pro- -from the West Bank town of . 
fessor who is also a negotiator Bethlehem. “When Arafat 
in the autonomy talks with comes here all this will 
Israel. change,” be added hopefully. 


AH eyes on Pippen as Bulls 
open training camp 


DEERFIELD, HI (AP) — 
Michael Jordan is out, Toni 
Kukoc is in, and the Chicago 
Bulk said Friday they know 
they have a big challenge 
ahead of them. 

Two questions loomed large 


as the three-time NBA cham- 
pions opened training camp: 
How will the Bulls play with- 
out the retired Jordan? And 
who, if anyone, will step into 
his leadership role? 

The obvious candidate to be 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR 8HARJF 
S TAKHAH HRSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


<U— - Both vulnerable, aa Sooth 
you hold: 

•KQ105 9AQJ8 OVoid WAKJ62 
Your right-hand op ponent opens 
the bidding with oob diamond. 
What do you bid now? 

QJ — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold:. 

AAA85S2. 97 0J87 *AT2 

The bkhfinc baa proceeded 
North East Sooth Want 
10 P*aa It Pa» 

8 0 Pom 8 * 

8 NT Pam ? 

What action do you take? 

Q-8 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
JDO fadrfc 

#KM 9A109 0862 6QM2 

The bfakBng has proceeded 
North Earn Sooth Wort 
X* 19 ? 

What do you bid now? 


[enema 


Q.4 — East-West vulnerable, aa 

8outh you hold: 

AKJ62 9AQJ10 OKQ0 «Q8 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North Soot" 

1 0 Paaa 1 9 Fan 
? 

What do you bid now? 

QjB — A* Sooth, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

, AAKQ82 91068 0EJ5 #» 
The has proceeded: 

South Wert North Bart 
1 * Pan 2 9 Pan 

What do you bid now? 

— Both vulnerable, as South 
you bobb . 

AQJ10 9 AS 732 0JK83 #107 
The bvbKng has proceeded: 

Wert North East South 
19 DbK Paaa ? 

What do you hid now? 
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Star forward Scottie Pippen. 
whose considerable skffls have 
long been overshadowed by 
Jordan. Coach Phil Jackson 
teftjittle doubt about what he 
wants from Pippen fins season. 

“I just patted trim on the 
back and told him that’s where 
file saddle is going to land,” 
Jackson said. 

“It’s going to be a test by fire 
for him. He’s perfectly capable 
of stepping in.” 

Pippen said he doesn’t (eel 
any additional pressure, but 
for the first time, all the camer- 
as and microphones pointed at 
him as he stepped into the 
room. 

“It’s a great role,” he said. 
“We're going to find out what 
we’ve got as a team. 

“We can still win with what 
we've got. We've had to play 
games without Michael — not 
that we've won many.” 

The Bulk were built around 
Jordan's talent at both ends of 
the court. 

“He’s gone, and that 
changes everything,” Jackson 
'said. 

In past years, he had asked 
several players to be less crea- 
tive and to take supporting 
roles, especially point guard B. 
J. Armstrong and forward 
-Horace Grant - 


Seles to make 
comeback in December 


DUBLIN (Agencies) — 
Monica Seles, out of action 
since being stabbed by a spec- 
tator at a tournament last 
April; is to return to competi- 
tive tennis in Dublin in De- 
cember. 

“Her agents bave con- 
firmed that sbe will be 
there,” a spokeswoman for 
.the Dublin event said Friday. 
“As far as we’re concerned, 
she’ll be coming.” 

Seles, 19, has not played 
on the circuit for -six months 
since aman jumped from the 
spectator stands and stuck a 
meat-trimming knife into her 
back during a break between 
games at the Hamburg Open. 

The Yugoslav former 
world number one, who has 
slipped to fourth in the rank- 
ings during her absence, has a 
bye to the Dublin tourna- 
ment semifinals to be played 
December 4. 

Seles* projeetd opponent is 
Martina Navratilova. 

Defending champion 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of 
Spain faces either American 
Mary Joe Fernandez or Ger- 
many’s Barbara Ritter in the 
other semifinal. 

The man accused of stab- 
bing Seles was arrested at 
courtside immediately after 
the attack. His trial on a 
charge of causing grievous 
bodily barm starts next Tues- 
day. 

Seles invited to Evert 
charity event 

Seles has returned to the 
practice court for the first 
time since being stabbed and 
has been invited to play at a 



Former world No. I Monica Seles 


Chris Evert celebrity event in 
late October. 

“We’ve talked to Monica,” 
Evert said Thursday. “She is 
just now starting to hit some 


The celebrity event in Boca 
Raton that would be her first 
public match since she was 
stabbed during a tournament 
In Germany April 30. 

Seles’ agent, Stephanie 
Tolleson of Cleveland, Ohio, 
was not immediately avail- 
able Friday to discuss Seles’ 
plans. 

Evert has invited Seles to 
join the field for the Chris 
Evert-Ellese pro-celebrity 
tennis classic Oct. 30-31 at 
the Boca Raton Resort and 
Club. 

Evert is trying to persuade 
a couple of top pro players to 
join former U.S. President 
George Bush, singer Michael 
Bolton, American baseball 
legend Pete Rose and other 


celebrities for the event that 
would raise money for Chris 
Evert charities. 

Evert said the main thing' 
that might keep Seles away is 
her pride. 

“Monica would want to be 
100 per cent,” Evert said. 
Tm not even sure if she’s in 
100 per cent shape.” 

If Seles plays it would be 
her first playing appearance 
since being stabbed. 

Guenther Parche said he 
stabbed Seles, who was No. 1 
in the world at the time, 
.because he wanted Steffi 
Graf to regain the No. 1 
ranking. 

Seles, who lives in the 
Sarasota area, went into 
seclusion to recover from her 
injury, and Graf went on to 
win me French Open, Wimb- 
ledon and the U.S. Open. 
There have been conflicting 
reports on how much sbe has 
been practicing. 


Short’s chance of championship is elusive 


LONDON (AP) — Poor Nigel 
Short. A month ago be was the 
battling David of the chess 
world, out to conquer Goliath. 

Today, the odds on him be- 
coming world chess champion 
are on a par with the Loch 
Ness monster turning up. 

• To be fair. Short’s chances 
of defeating Garry Kasparov 
were never very good. Kaspar- 
ov, after all, is the bigbest- 
rated player in chess history. 
Bnt after weeks of hype, ex- 


perts and amateurs had ex- 
pected Short to win at least a 
few games. 

He has come maddeningly 
dose, but more than half the 
24-game match has been play- 
ed already, without a Short 
victory. 

“It’s as if he’s some sort of 
dazed sheep seized by the glare 
of a deadly cobra,” said British 
grandmaster Raymond Keene, 
who brought the match to Lon- 
don. “He’s played very well to 


get winning positions — bnt 
then when it comes to putting 
the boot in, he seems to go 
blind or panic.” 

Short’s shortcomings have 
taken their toll on the cham- 
pionship. 

The Times, which put up 
most of the 1.7 million pounds 
($2.55 million) in prize money 
and spent hundreds of 
thousands of pounds trying to 
generate chess fever, insists its 
sponsorship has paid off.' 
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Gastronomy & Entertainment Iflj™ » 
kUdio Visual channel programs changed daily II 

WHAT IS IT ? 

atery , A Restaurant , A Trattoria , A Private Club , 

A Specialty Dining Room , A Glamorous Chatter - Box , 

An Exquisite TV - Piano - Bar , A Dream Restaurant ?? 

_ YES , AND NO 

TOrino Is a special combination of all the above eateries in 
neo - classical Italian and Sumptuous atmosphere ?! 

FOR LUNCH & EXOTIC DINNER 

SIMPLY DIAL'Ttmm) Restaurant for reservations: 818637/816690 

AT WHAT PRICES : ~ 

We Dared i o Offer You the SPLENDOUR l - 
WE r DARE TO 1 OFFER YOU THE BEST BUY IN TOWN ! 

JUST EAT 'N' TELL .. 

••••• OPEN FRIDAY NIGHTS UNTIL 1: 00 AM. 


EAT 'N' TELL 
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U-19 Basketball Championshi p 

Jazireh, Hussein 
clash on 1st day 

By Aken Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — After the week-long action- packed internal ional 
basketball tournament which ended Tuesday, bafrketbal 1 fans 
will have another busy month ahead as the Unrier-19 
Basketball Championship begins Sunday wjfij seven teams 
taking part. 

The championship, one of the Jordan Basketball Federa- 
tion’s (JBF) annual activities alongside the Ffrit and Siecond 
Division competitions, is expected to witness some tough 
competition between the 1992 titleholders, Al AMS, and 
second-placed Al Orthodoxi. 

On the other hand, Al Jazireh will certainly not sit brick and 
await the top two teams dash, but mil rather seek to win their 
fourth tide of the season after dinching the boys under -14 and 
under-16 as well as the women’s tides by overcoming a 11 -time 
basketball rivals Al AhJi and Al Orthodoxi. 

Hie other four teams in the U-19 competition are Al 
Hussein Irbid, A] Abbasi, Al Mafraq and Abu Nusair. 

After the first round .ends Oct. 31 only the top four teams 
will qualify for the second round which ends Nov. 15. 

Nine teams were originally slated to take part in the 
competition, which was scheduled for Sept. 20. Howe ver the 
JBF had to postpone its commencement as Al Jalil announced 
a last minute withdrawal -prompting a change of the announced 
schedule of matches. On Friday. Al Watani also informed the 
JBF of their decision to puO out. 

After tbe pullout of Al Jalil and Al Watani, Al Hussein 
Irbid, one of the regular teams in almost all the JBFs 
activities, have a very good chance of reaching the second 
round and are expected to give it -their best shot. 

Ai Abbasi, one of the Second Division’s best teams will try 
to beat Al Hussein. The other Second Division team, Abo 
Nusair, a relative newcomer to the game, and Third Division 
team Al Mafraq hope that their players will gain some ! 
experience in the competition which is scheduled to be 
followed by the under-22 championship to conclude tbe seaso.' ' 

Abu Nusair take on Al Orthodoxi, Al Ahii play Al Mafraq ; 
and Al Jazireh dash witfa Al Hussein on the competition's first j 
day. 
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Yzaga dumps Ivanisevic 


SYDNEY (R) — Diminutive 
Peruvian Jaime Yzaga cut de- 
fending champion Goran Iva- 
nisevic down to size to reach 
the final of the Australian In- 
door Men’s Tennis Cham- 
pionship Saturday. 

Unseeded Yzaga, 25. ranked 
54 and the smallest player in 
the tournament at 170 cm tall. 
Took just 54 minutes to record 
a fr-3, 64 win over tbe fourth 
seed, who stands 23 cm taller. 

It was Yzaga's third consecu- 
tive win over a seed after 
accounting for top seed Jim 
Courier in the quarter-finals 
..and eigfrth-secdea. Australian 
Wally. Masur in earlier action. 

He plays number six seed 
Petr Korda, from tbe Czech 
Republic, in Sunday's final. 

Korda booked his passage to 
tbe final with a comfortable 
victory over nnseeded South 
African Wayne Ferreira 6-3, 
6-2. 

Navraffiora meres into srndflnah- 

In Zurich, top-seeded Martina 
Navratilova breezed past un- 
seeded Miriam Oremans of the 
Netherlands, 6-2, 6-2, Friday 
to move into the semifinals of 
the $750,000 European Indoors 


tennis tournament. 

The 36-year-old American, 
who is bidding for her first 
European indoors title, will 
face 5 tin-seeded Magdalena 
Maleeva of Bulgaria Saturday. 

Maleeva also encountered 
few pro blems In her quarterfin- 
al match, beating oth-seeded 
Nathalie Tawdat of France in 
just under an hour, 64, 6*1. 
Ta ma ar had made it to the 
finals in Zurich in 1991, bnt she 
lost to Steffi Graf of Germany. 

In other quarterfinal action , 
fourth-seeded Manuel a 
Maleeva-Fragnipre of Switzer- 
land, Magdalena’s eldest ’sis- 
ter, beat No. 9 seed Natalia 
Zvereva of Belarus!, 7-5. 

MaHeeva-Fragniere will go 
against Stephanie Rofder of 
the Netherlands in the rjentifin- 
als. Rottier put an end to the 
fast rise of unseeded Sandra 
Casic of tbe United States, 6-3, 
6-4, iin their quarterfinal 
match. 

Tbe 19-year-old American 
upset No- 2 seed Jana Novotna 
Wednesday and defeated 
Larissa NeUand-Savcheuko of 
Latvia Thursday. 



RJ GOES FORMULA:Royal Jordanian's latest international 
sports sponsorship is its sopport to Fanl Stewart Racing. For 
1993, Paul Stewart Racing b running teams hi international 
Formula 3000, Fonmda 3 and Formula VauihaB Lotas. The 
“Staircase of Talent,” the motto of the J*SR, h beaded by Paul 
Stewart himself, with Brazilian Gfl de Franran racing alongside 
him in Fonmda 3000, Klrrin Bnt and Paul Evans hi Formula 3 
ptas Dano FrandUtti and Johnqy. Mowfen in Vasxhafl Lotas, 

FURNISHED APT. FOR ANNUAL RENT 

In one of the most beautiful areas of Western Amman, 
composed of: Two bedrooms, (one of which is master), 
dining room (8 persons), sitting room-salon-, fully-equipped 
American- style kitchen, two bathrooms, and a veranda 
(balcony), it's supplied with all needed electrical devices and 
has its own independent entrance, telephone and is centrally 
heated. 

If you feel INTERESTED, please call us 
after 2M pjn. The owner tel: 688497 


V4r \ ^***4&% 

B AHAB eMaiNEEBlHO _ 

Tel : 694034 “ 


FULLY FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, three bathrooms, large fully equipped 
kitchen, dining room, lounge and sitting room, three 
balconies. The house is situated on a five dumm 
land; independent central heating, telephone. Modern 
furniture. Location: Tla' All opposite University of 
Jordan. 

Owner Tel: 834218/9. ' 


TeL: 6774201 I Gaea* 


TeL: 6992381 


ToL : 6755711 


BEETHOVEN 

Shams: 1230. 3-J0. &15. &30, 10:30 

A special show tor children at 1 T am. 
Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays . 

PROBLEM CHILD “2” 


CONCORD T 

Faten Hamameh - in 

Land of Dreams 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10-J0 

CONCORD *ir 

Wesley Snips - in 

New Jack Oty 

Shows: 1230. 3:15. 6:00, 8:15, 10:15 


Sharihan in: 

The greatest musical film 

“C r ys ta l” 

Shows at 1230, 3:00, 5:00. 630. 830. 1030 


Hj Al — EM Thutra 

presents a play entitled: 

Al llm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa. Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan AI Shaer, Fuad Shomafi 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at &15 
.Tickets are sold all day - 


Nab* & Htefem’s TeL: 62SU5 

AHLAB THEATER ' , 

The political comedy 

WELCOME ARAB SBROT 

Daily 3:00 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 




?jR-saar,“ r"v ? \ 







Yeltsin goes after 
regional Soviets; 
(Gorbachev ready 
for a comeback 


Combined agency dispatches 


MOSCOW — Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin orderd 3, 
reform of local councils Satur- 
day, dealing a death blow to 
the system of representative 
bodies that gave the name 
Soviet to the late communist 
superpower. 

Former Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev meanwhile 
signalled he was considering a 
political comeback. 

If tbe situation in Russia 
beoonnes such that I have to 
put aside everything to deal 
with Russian affairs, to save 
the country, I will do it," Mr. 
Gorbnchev told the newspaper 
Komsomolskaya Pravda in an 
interview published Saturday. 

"I think we are on the brink 
of such a situation," added Mr. 
Gorbachev, who resigned as 
Soviet president in December 
1991, four months after an 
abortive hardline coup paved 
the way for the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. 

The former leader, as un- 
popular inside Russia as he is 
popular outside, was replying 
to a question about whether be 
planned to reenter politics. His 
comments mean he may be 
ready to stand in presidential 
elections scheduled for June. 

Mr. Gorbachev described 
the final day of the Moscow 
fighting, when troops loyal to 
Mr. Yeltsin opened fire on a 
besieged parliament building 
with tanks and machineguns, 
as an act of revenge against 
political opponents. 

‘To my mind, what has hap- 
pened around the White 
House (parliament) was an act 
of revenge, which cannot be 
justified,*' Mr. Gorbachev 
said. 

"(Yeltsin and the parlia- 
ment) started settling accounts 
with each other. As a result... 
we all washed ourselves with 
blood." 

But opinion polls published 
by Russian newspapers this 
week show Mr. Yeltsin's popu- 
larity has risen since tlie crack- 
down on his opponents. 

The popular Arginmenty I 
Fakty weekly paper said 71 per 
cent of people suppoirted Mr. 
Yeltsin and bis government. 


communist rule, came five 
days after Mr. Yeltsin’s tanks 
crushed the resistance of Rus- 
sia's top legislature, the Sup- 
reme Soviet, which was dis- 
solved on Sept. 21. 

Officials say more than 140 
people were killed in fighting, 
which started on Sunday in an 
attack by pro-communist re- 
bels on a television centre in 
Moscow and ended on Monday 
when Mr. Yeltsin’s forces 
seized the parliament building. 

On Saturday a separate 
Yeltsin order said the state of 
emergency, introduced on Oct. 
3 and due to expire on Sunday 
afternoon, would now last until 
5 a.m. (0200 GMT) on Mon- 
day Oct. 18. 

"There are good reasons for 
prolonging the state of 
emergency,” said a Yeltsin 
spokesman, but he declined to 
say what these reasons were. 

Saturday's action could have 
a great impact on Russians on 
a local level. 

Many Russians outside Mos- 
cow have felt removed from 
the president's long power 
struggle with parliament, but 
Saturday’s decree touches offi- 
cials in even the smallest Rus- 
sian village. 

In an address on nationwide 
•television Wednesday, Mr. 
Yeltsin criticised the local 
councils and urged them 'to 
disband. 

“1 have no doubt that if the 
rebels had been successful, the 
majority of Soviets would have 
supported them," Mr. Yeltsin 
said. 


Seventy-eight per cent said Mr. 
Yeltsin's decision to use force 


Yeltsin's decision to use force 
was justified. 

In Moscow a week-long state 
of emergency and curfew were 
extended for eight days, a sign 
that the situation in 'did Rus- 
sian capital is far from normal 
after the bloody anti-Yeltsin 
revolt. 

A Yeltsin degree ordered a 
special commission to work out 
plans by Oct. IS for elections 
to new local councils in Rus- 
sia’s 66 regions and advised 22 
semi-autonomous republics to 
follow suit. 

Tbe move, aimed at putting 
an end to the last relic of 


Israel names general 
for talks on pullout 


Combined agency dispatches 


TEL AVIV — Israel’s deputy 
chief of staff, Major-General 
Amnon Shahak, will head its 
team to negotiate with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) on an Israeli with- 
drawal from the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank town of 
Jericho, the defence ministry 
said Saturday. 

Gen. Shahak, who also 
beads the army's intelligence 
branch, was appointed by 
Prime Minister and Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin to rep- 
resent Israel at the talks due to 
convene in Taba, an Egyptian 
resort on the border with 
Israel, a spokesman said. 

Major-General Uri Dayan, 
who heads the army's planning 
branch, will represent the army 
at the Israel-PLO liaison com- 
mittee to meet in Cairo on the 
same day, he said. 

Tbe format of talks between 
Israel and the PLO was agreed, 
on at a meeting between Mr. 
Rabin and PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat in Cairo 
Wednesday. The two sides 


Gen. Shahak and bis boss, 
chief of staff Lieutenant- 
General Ehud Barak, last 
month had expressed some re- 
servations about the Israel- 
PLO accord on autonomy,* 
saying the army would have a 
hard time protecting Israelis 
passing through autonomous 
areas. But since then. Gen. 
Barak has come out in support 
of the agreement, saying it was 
doable. 

Israel Radio reported Satur- 


day that Israel would begin 
releasing Palestinian detainees 


signed a peace agreement in 
Washington last month. 

Mr. Rabin and Mr. Arafat 
agreed to set tip a liaison com- 
mittee to supervise all peace 
talks and a negotiating team to 
work out details of an Israeli 
withdrawal from Gaza and 
Jericho. 

Mr. Peres is expected to 
bead the liaison committee if 
the PLO appoints a member 
with similar status. 

The withdrawal from Gaza 
and Jericho is due to be com- 
pleted by March 1994. 


releasing Palestinian detainees 
once tbe negotiations on 
“Gaza- Jericho first” are com- 
pleted. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Friday that de- 
tainees would be freed, but 
that negotiators still to deter- 
mine a number and timetable. 
Palestinians have demanded 

that all 12,000 security prison- 
ers be freed as a good-will 
gesture. 

Mr. Arafat is under growing 
pressure to win the release of 
detainees. Earlier this week, 
prisoners sent an open letter to- 
Mr. Arafat warning of revolt 
unless they were set free soon. 

Health Minister Haim 
Ramon, a dove in Mr. Rabin’s 
government, said Saturday 
that many detainees were now 
held without- reason. 

“We reached a mutual 
agreement with the PLO. Until 
this agreement, just to be a 
member of the PLO was 
tbe law in Israel, Mr. 
Ramon told Israel Radio. 
“There are some prisoners 
who are in jail because they are 
active in the PLO. Of course 
now they will be released." 



Damascus alliance forms new 
intifada command with Hamas 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


Police and soldiers with 
assault rifles continued to pat- 
rol the capital, although the 
heavy T-72 tanks that pounded 
the parliament buOdmg have 
been withdrawn. There were 
no major incidents reported 
overnight. 

The leaders of the anti- 
Yeltsin resistance' remained 
behind bars, although most of 
their followers were released 
after questioning. Prosecutors 
are trying to determine 
whether parliamentary leaders 
incited their armed supporters 
to storm the Moscow mayor's 
office, main TV complex and 
the Kremlin on Sunday. 

The confirmed death toll 
from tbe two days of violence 
was 187, with 437 wounded, 
and more bodies likely to be 
found, city officials said. 

The Itar-Tass news agency, 
citing sources in the prosecutor 
general’s office whom it didn't 
identify, said hardline leaders 
probably would be charged 
with treason. If convicted, the 
usual sentence is death. 

The report named Alexan- 
der Rutskoi, Mr. Yeltsin's re- 
bellious vice president, former 
Parliament Speaker Ruslan 
Khasbulatov and five others. 
They ail were in solitary con- 
finement. 


AMMAN — A meeting of an 
alliance of 10 Palestinian 
groups opposed to tbe Israeli- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) autonomy 
accord faded to agree on 
setting up an alternative lead- 
ership to the PLO, but de- 
cided to form a new com- 
mand for the intifada in the 
occupied territories, a 
spokesman for one of the 
groups said Saturday. 

Ibrahim Ghosbe, an 
Amman-based spokesman 
for the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas), said the 
alliance of “Islamists and 
nationalists'* met in the 
Damascus over the weekend 
to review the strategies of the 
alliance and “how to express 
the opposition of the Palesti- 
nian people to the so-called 
Gaza-Jericho accord.*' 


The meeting sought to 
come op with a “united posi- 
tion on how to reflect the 
political positions of the va- 
rious groups,” he said. 

The major decisions of tbe 
meeting included a resolution 
to replace the Unified Com- 
mand of the Uprising with a 
new one led by opponents of 
the Israel-PLO autonomy 
deal and to convene a 
“national Palestinian confer- 
ence,” Mr. Ghosbe told the 
Jordan Times. 

It will be the first time 
Hamas and other Islamist 
groups joined die command 
of tbe intifada, the unified 
command was dominated by 
Fateh, the mainstream PLO 
faction headed by Yasser 
Arafat, tbe PLO chairman, 
and tbe Muslim fundamental- 
ist groups, vying for lead- 
ership of tiie Palestinians in 
the occupied territories with 
Fateh, stayed away from the 
command, which included 
leftist factions such as the 


Popular Front for tbe Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP) and 
the Democratic Front for tbe 
Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP). 

“The unified command has 
been disbanded anyway,” m 
said Mr. Ghosbe, referring to ‘ 
the PLO’s renunciation of 
"armed struggle,” which, in 
Hamas parlance, indudes the 
intifada. 

The alliance’s supporters in 
the occupied territories will 
boycott elections to a Palesti- 
nian self-role authority, Mr. 
Ghosbe said. 

The Hamas spokesman 
said his group favoured the 
proposed conference, ex- 
pected to be held in one 
month, to come up with “a 
Palestinian leadership" to re- 
place that of Mr. Arafat 
while the DFLP and PFLP 
objected to any distortion of 
PLO’s status as the sole 
legitimate representative of 
tbe Palestinian people. 

A third opinion that 
emerged in foe Damascus 
meeting was to proclaim im- 
mediately a Palestinian 
movement as a rival to tbe 
PLO. This idea, proposed by 
leftist Palestinian groups such 
as the PFLP-GC of Ahmad 
Jibril and others, was vetoed 
by tbe other two camps. 

Palestinian analysts in Am- 
man said that George Habash 
of the PFLP and Nayef 
Hawatmeb of the DFLP 
favoured working towards re- 
forms within the PLO. 

"What we are seeking is 
democratic reforms in the 
PLO without distorting its 
representative status," said a 
PFLP source in Amman. 

In Damascus, Mr. Hawat- 
meh said: “We’re keen to 
safeguard the PLO because 
we’re part of it. We want to 
rebuild the Palestine Nation- 
al Council and the (PLO’s) 
Executive Committee by 
democratic means.” 

DFLP officials said the 


new leadership to press on 
with the uprising will com- 
prise independents and rep- 
resentatives of “national, 
democratic and Islamic 
forces,” including rebel lead- 
ers from Mr. Arafat’s own 
Fateh group. 

Mr. Gfaoshe, whose group 
is not a faction of the PLO, 
said die meeting decided that 
none of the groups in the 
alliance would cooperate 
with any of the PLO institu- 
tions which supported the 
autonomy accord. 

Palestinian sources noted 
that some of the groups’ rep- 
resentatives in various PLO* 
affi Hated organisations and 
institutions have not been 
attending meetings for more 
than a year, particularly after 
the Damascus allianra was 
set up in September 1992 
with the avowed aim of 
wrecking the Middle East 
peace process. 

According to Mr. Ghosbe, 
the proposed “Palestinian 
national conference” would 
bring together “a majority of 
the Palestinian people" who 
oppose tbe autonomy accord. 

He indicated .that Hamas 
favoured this approach since 
such a conference would have 
more representative status 
than the Damascus alliance 
and could serve as the laun- 
ching pad for an alternative 
leadership to the PLO. 

Mr. Ghosbe said the 
alliance also decided to 
launch “demonstrations and 
rallies inside and outside the 
occupied territories, includ- 
ing Jordan, Syria and Leba- 
non" to express tbe "Palesti- 
nian people’s rejection of the 
Gaza-Jericho plan." 

He said the alliance would 
resume its meeting in Damas- 
cus on OcL 14, one day after 
the autonomy accord is ex- 
pected to take effect with tbe 
start of negotiations on prac- 
tical measures to be adopted 
to implement tbe agreement^ 


Suppressed study on access to 
water outlines Israeli options 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Two 
successive Israeli governments 
have barred publication of a 
study mapping out options for 
protecting the Jewish state's 
access to vital water sources in 
occupied Arab lands, accord- 
ing to a researcher. 

The right-wing government 
of former Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir suppressed tbe 
study because it laid out with- 
drawal scenarios. The present 
government of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin wanted it bar- 
red so as not to hamper Israeli 
negotiation. 

Joseph Alpher, director of 
the Jaffee Centre for Strategic 
Studies at the Tel Aviv Uni- 
versity which conducted the 
study, confirmed as “accurate” 
a report in Israel's Haaretz 
newspaper on Friday summar- 


ising it. 

“There is such a study. The 
description is accurate," Mr. 
Alpher told Reuters. He said 
die JafFee centre initiated the 
research. 

Among options to ensure 
Israeli access to water in the 
occupied lands the study in- 
cluded withdrawal scenarios 
giving up about three-quarters 
of the Golan Heights to Syria 
and huge chunks of the West 
Bank to the Palestinians, 
Haaretz said. 

Mr. Alpher explained why 
be would not elaborate on the 
study’s details and could not 
release it to journalists. 

“The fact is that two succes- 
sive ministers of agriculture 
have invoked the right (to pre- 
vent the report being revealed 
to the public) for totally diffe- 
rent reasons,” he said. 

“In the first case, it was 


alarm over implications for ter- 
ritorial compromise and in tbe 
second case it was simply not 
to make it difficult for nego- 
tiators... they were afraid tbe 
other side would point to ideas 
broached in this report." 

Mr. AJpher said the agricul- 
ture ministry had tbe right to 
veto distribution of the study 
because researchers in its wa- 
ter planning authority had con- 
tributed to it. 

He said be had no idea bow 
Haaretz came by the study but 
that copies bad been distri- 
buted to selected Israeli ex- 
perts. 

Israel has become heavily 
dependent on tbe water 
sources in tbe Golan Heights 
and the West Bank since seiz- 
ing them 26 years ago. 

Haaretz said the study 
“emphasised an important 
principle: Israel must do every- 
thing in order to protect the 
water assets now in its hands. 
A concession in this area could 
be made only if it results in 
unequivocal political benefit." 

The study implied that under 
“full peace" Israel could leave 
the Golan Heights as long as It 
had supervisory rights over tbe 
water assets there, which in- 
clude the source of tbe Jordan 
River, Haaretz said. Much the 
same was true of tbe West 
Bank, where Israel makes 
almost maximum use of two 
huge aquifers. 

But it said barring “full 
cooperation," Israel must hold 
parts of both territories. 
Haaretz published two maps 
from the story delineating 
possible withdrawal in the two 
territories. 

In the Heights, the maps 


showed a pullback almost to 
die pre-1967 war lines save for 
a buffer averaging more than 
10 kilometres wide around the 
Sea of Galilee. 

In tbe West Bank, Israel 
could withdraw to within 
several kilometres of tbe old 
border in the north of the 
territory with a zone several 
kilometres wide and almost 20 
kilometres long around Jeru- 
salem and an enclave several 
kilometres wide and about 10 
kilometres long in the south of 
the West Bank. 

Agriculture ministry spokes- 
man Ronny Hassid confirmed 
the Jaffee centre had been 
asked not to publish its report. 

“Yes, that is true. We think 
this is not tbe time. I think a 
press conference will be held 
next week. There Israel's offi- 
cial positions regarding water 
issues will be presented," he 
said. - 


Agriculture Minister Yaacov 
Tsur said water was a difficult 
issue because there was a shor- 
tage in Israel, Jordan, the West 
Bank and Gaza. 


“Water is one of the main 
problems, and we have to 
agree on how to exploit and 
utilise it without lessening tbe 
amount of water that we are 
now using,” Mr. Tsur told the 
AP in a telephone interview. 


“We have to try to add to 
the entire quantity of water by 
using new resources, recycling 
more water and other solu- 
tions," he said. 

* Haaretz quoted tbe report as 
saying Israel must do every- 
thing possible to protect its 
existing water resources. 




Arafat said to have 
foiled murder plot 


TUNIS ( AP) — Yasser Arafat 
has foiled two plots to assassin- 
ate him for malting peace with 
Israel in the last fortnight, in- 
cluding one blamed on Abu 
Nidal, Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) offidals 
said Saturday. 

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, -sources in Tunis 
claimed that at least 10 body- 
guards of Yasser Abed Rabbo, 
a dose aide to the PLOchair- 
man, and Ahmad Qurcieh, 
bead of the PLO’s economic 
department, were seized 
Thursday on charges of plot- 
ting to loll the two leaders. 

Mr. Arafat was also marked 
for death, they said, and that 
more arrests were expected. 

The PLO representative in 
Jordan, Tayeb Abdul Rahim, 
claimed there was an attempt 
two weeks ago to bomb Mr. 
Arafat’s plane as be crisscros- 
sed the Arab World seeking 
support for bis landmark Sept. 
13 peace accord with Israel. 

Mr. Abdul Rahim; currently 
in Tunis, gave no details. But 
he told reporters: “Iran is 
financing thus plot and provid- 
ing training for elements who 
have been chosen for this pur- 
pose.” 

He said an “Arab state” — 
which he would not name but 
is widely considered to be 


those arrests were linked to the 
roundup of PLO people in 
T unis who allegedly had plot- 
ted to kill Mr. Arafat in Tunis 
in January 1991. 

Abu Nidal split with Mr . 
Arafat ini 1973, when the PLO 
leader began seeking a rap- 
prochement with Israel. 

Since then, Abu Nidal's re- 
negade organisation has killed 
scores of Arafat aides in a feud 
that continues to this day. 

Tbe PLO inriders said that 
Abu Nidal's group, recently 
reported in Sudan, paid the 
would-be assassins up to 
$50,000 each to (till the PLO 
leaders. 

Tunisia's government- 
owned AJ Saha fa daily re- 


ported Saturday that Muslim 
-fundamentalist opposed to the 


Sudan — “is giving consider-, 
able help in this.” 


able help in this.” 

Iran opposes the peaoe plan. 
So do Libya and Sudan, a dose 
ally of Iran, U.S. authorities 
last month branded Sudan a 
sponsor of international “ter- 
rorism.” 


Tbe reported crackdown 
came as Mr. Arafat is strug- 
gling to rally support for the 
peace accord within the q>iin- 
tered Palestinian leadership. 

The 64-year-old PLO chief- 
tain has in the past often 
sought to get out of trouble by 
making out be is in danger, and 
til ere was some speculation 
that tbe reported assassination 
(riots could be such a move. ' 

But a senior PLO security 
official in Tunis, where die 
PLO has its headquarters, said 
the arrests were a “preventive 
measure against possible turn- 
coats." 


He declined to elaborate, 
but said all those arrested were 
being interrogated by tbe 
PLO’s security apparatus 
which polices the movement in 
Tunis separately from Tunirian 
authorities. 

He and other officials, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, also said that five 
aides of Hani A1 Hassan, a 
longtime Arafat associate who 
opposes tbe peace pact, were 
seized in Tunis Thursday. 

The officials said Mr. Arafat 
swooped after Dr. Hassan vi- 
sited Syria and met with 
Palestinian leader Ahmad Jib- 
ril, who has vowed to kill Mr. 
Arafat for malting peace. 

It was not dear whether 


people drew harsh criticism 
Friday night from Arafat sud- 


Friday night from Arafat sup- 
porters. They warned he was 
worsening the divisions within 
tbe PLO ahead of a crucial 
meeting Sunday of tbe 107-seat 
Central Council. 

Fateh leaders have been 
meeting since Thursday in a 
bid to reassert their control of 
the PLO. 


Suspected militants attack 
Egyptian military prosecutoi 


CAIRO (AP) — Unidentified 
gunmen Saturday wounded a 
military officer who has been 
prosecuting Islamic militants 
on terrorism charges. He told 
army investigators he sus- 
pected extremists trying to 
avenge (heir comrades. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Taha A1 
Sayed, chief military prosecu- 
tor in eastern Cairo, suffered 
bullet wounds in an arm and a 
lung in an attack by four 
ambushers as he walked to his 
car near his house, the military 
said. The attackers escaped. 

A spokesman for Al Gamaa 
A1 Islamiya. (Islamic Group) 
at tbe southern town of Assiot, 
a centre of Islamic extre mi st 
violence south of Cairo, 
claimed responsibility for tbe 
.attack. He said it was in re- 
venge for the death of, “our 
brother Ahmad Faronk who 
died because of die security 
bodies' torture.” - 

Egyptian police said that- 
Faronk, 28, died Sept. 9 be- 
cause of a “sudden failure in 
the blood and respiratory sys- 
tem.” The Egyptian Organise-, 
tion for Human Rights raised 
doubts on the government’s 
version, and said it has evi- 
dence that tbe suspected ex- 
tremists died because of tor- 
ture. 

Meanwhile, Egyptian police 
arrested 38 suspected extrem- 
ists Friday m raids over diffe- 
rent Egyptian provinces. 

And a diabetic 72-year-old 
opposition leader arrested for 
his strong criticism of President 
Hosni Mubarak's handling of. 
extremist violence refused to 
pay $1,500 bail on charges in- 


prosecutor in tiie court-martial 
of 54 alleged members of a 
group the government says 
calk itself Vanguards of Con- 
quest They were charged with 
attempting to overthrow Mr. 
Mubarak’s government by 
force and replace it with a strict 
Islamic state. 

Mr. Mubarak started refer- 
ring extremist cases to military 
courts last December to assure 
speedy procedures, get gun- 
men and bombers off tbe 
streets and minimize damage 
to Egypt’s important tourism 
industry. 

Tbe courts have sentenced 
26 ex t remists to death. Fifteen 
have been executed, indndSng 
one condemned by a civilian 
panel. The rest remain at 
large. # 

The arrested elderly opposi- 
tion leader, Hebny Murad, was 
taken Thursday with two jour- 
nalists of the ulamic-orieiited 
Socialist Labour Party's news- 
paper, Al Shaab. The journal- 
ists remained in jail Saturday, 
refusing to allow tbe journal- 
ists’ muon to bail them oat, a 
party spokesman said. 

They face charges of 
“spreading destructive ideas, 
encouraging propaganda of 
terrorist groups, insulting the 
president and threatening 
Egypt’s peaceful relations with 
the United States and Israel.” 


eluding insulting the president. 
Bat Egypt’s bar association 


posted his bail Saturday and 
took him out of the jail despite 


took mm out of the jail despite 
his insistence that be stay. 
Col. Sayed, Saturday's 


shooting victim, is the main 


Abdul Hamid Barakat, the j 
party’s deputy secretary- ; 
general, said all three denied 
die charges. 

Mr. Murad is secretary- 
general of tiie party. Shortly 
before Mr. Mubarak's re- 
election for a third six-year 
term Monday in a one- 
candidate referendum, Mr. 
Murad and another leading 
member published a book ti- 
tled: “Why we say no in the 
next referendum." 


Aideed’s son is 
a XJ.S- Marine 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) -K ' 
Somali warlord Mohammad 
Farah Aideed has had even iy /^’ 
more contact with the ISSf^ 
military than most people ^7- 
know: — bis son is a U.S. y? ' 
Marine. Hussen Farah, a cor- 
poral in the U.S. Marine Corps 


>*»•■ 


-fundamentalist opposed to the 
peace accord recently met in a 
“non-Arab Islamic country” — 
a dear reference to Iran — to 
work out an assassination plan. 

The daily said the plan was 
to recruit disaffected Palesti- 
nians in Mr. Arafat’s security 
apparatus. 

Al Sahafa said the operation 
was to be carried out by Mr. 
Jibrfl’s Popular Front for tbe 
Liberation of Palestine- 
General Command. It is head- 
quartered in Damascus, but 
has dose ties to Iran.* 

The hardliners and fun- 
damentalists consider the 
peace aooord a betrayal be- 
cause it only provides for li- 
mited self-rule for the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank with 
no guarantee of an eventual 
independent Palestinian state. 

Mr. Arafat's peace strategy 
has also alienated a number of 
top PLO leaden and be is 
striving to assert his authority 
before be begins talks with 
Israel on getting the peace 
accord working mi the ground. 

PLO offidals said Mr. Ara- 
fat sent his elite Force 17 unit, 
which is responsible for his 
security, to arrest Mr. Hassan’s 
men, who are currently held in 
the PLO prison in Hannnam 
Al Shatt, a Tunis suburb. 

Mr. Hassan and his elder 
brother, -KhaHd, are veteran 
members of Mr. Arafat’s own 
Fateh faction, which domin- 
ates the FLO, and have been 
among his inner circle for 30 
years. 

Within the Palestinian 
hierarchy, they are among the 
staunchest opponents of the 
peace accord;. 

They left Tunis for Morocco 
before the peace accord was 
signed and could not be 
reached for comment. 

The arrest of Mr. Hassan’s 


Hope in December 1992 to 
serve two weeks as one of die * * "V r : - 
Marines’ few Somati-qxaJtina 
interpreters. But now that ho \ 
father is the U.S. forces* v- 1 
enemy number one in Moga- 
disliu. Sgt. Farah is living at an 7: :■* ~ ■ 
undisclosed address in the Los 
Angeles area and quietly re- 
porting to his reserve unit for ' ~ 
drills once a month, a Marine ; 
corps spokesman said. Sgt./ . M.erS 
Farah has trained ** ** 


Farah has trained as an artD-^iiS0- w ‘ 
leryman after joining the jir, L£*^ 5 ' U 


icryman ancr joining me 

Marine reserves in 1987, tbe 5®" 
spokesman said. He must do r 
two weeks of active duty a 
year. 


First Lady’s 
brother fined 
for lead foot 


DILLSBURG, Pennsylvania ; - 
(AP) — Hillary Rodham Qin- ' ■-. ■ 
ton’s brother left court with a vr* 
lighter wallet after a fine levied * 

because of his heavy foot ^ 
Anthony D. Rodham, 39, was 
fined $114 for speeding. Mr. 
Rodham, of Coral Gables, 

Florida, was stopped in August™ • 
for speeding on U.S. Route * 

in south-central Pennsylvania. 

Hie was found guilty of travel!- f* : ‘ 
ing at 65 mph (105 fcph) fa a -j. 
55-mph (88 kph) zone. District ■: 
Justice Paul Walters said be -?"* " ‘ - 
wasn't fazed by tiie presence of zr’- : 
President Clinton’s Wrther-in- jik * 
law in his court. “I've been in ; :“?■ 
law enforcement for tiie past -- ' 

26 years,” he said. “I’ve met a ^ . r 
lot of important people.” - 


laiHis 

lead 


Town up for sale 
—goldmine . 
Included 


i’r “ 

!• .. 
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CARVER’S, Nevada (AP) — f * 

Nearly half a century ago, a 
roadside truck stop opened on lineman rc 
a lonely stretch of gravel road , 

in the big Smokey Valley of desert 
central Nevada. It was called Z'C 

Carver’s, after proprietors-— 

Jean and Gerald Carver, and*—.;. ' ... . 

over tbe years a mim-maU.T^™'...' ^ /, 
laundry, motel, car wash j---... ... 

sprang up and a gold mine . 

opened. A little more than 20 

years ago, tiie state recognised ' : " 

the crook in the road with a dot 1 

on tbe map. And now. the _ ' '- 1 

whole kit and caboodle is for 

sale at an asking price of $1.98 JZS ' ’ 

million. The truck stop is now ^7' •*'•••' " T 

a seven-table cafe and bar, ’/' 4 •' 

boasting slot machines and the;.. > y~ t ’ 

town’s only blackjack table, " r ’- - 

Greg and Sue Scott own it and ; 

put a convenience store-deb, ^ 


the car wash and the laundiy Rannpate 
across tiie street. All those *0 

businesses are part of tbe deal,' ™ « 0 f!d not to 

■ j ». 200™ sgnise Israel 

gold mine co-owned by real * iai ®*?l 

estate agent Bill Kohlmoos, 35££ , 

miles (55 km) southwest arjt 

town, and the Jumping Jack 

Motel, owned by Kenny Berg " 

and his wife, Bobbie. The ■ - 

businesses also might be sold y ■ - . 

off individually. “I don’t parti- ; - r 

colarly want to (sell), but ! Izy . ... 

would, ” Scott said. “They. 

thought it would be more iro- „ 

pressive to sell the whole 

town.” . 
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Curtain falls 
on U.S. diva’s 
career 
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out the end of her speech. The £ 
opulent set, a Moorish palace ^» s .. 
of pale stone with palm trees, j 
involved an array of ihgemoitt / 
props induding a cannon sink- v-'j v < 
ing a ship in the background; v A:-'., 
also drew applause and cries of 1 
“bravo” in the- middle' of j 
scenes. Ms. Home has made a J 
career of enthralling audiences £ Tt ” 5 
in toe operas of Gioachmo*/ ' . ' 
Rossini, who was born just 
over 200 years ago. Tbe cast 

included other fanumfc Rossini t-.' 


included other famous Rossini 
performers. .Vj 1 







